Archaeology Activities
During the Stretch Festival 2008 the Mandurah Community Museum held an archaeological dig and fun day called the Art of Archaeology.
This document contains the display text and activity sheets used on the day so that you can replicate it in your classroom.
The resources needed for the activities are available from the Mandurah Community Museum at no charge. 
Archaeological Kits include:
Laminated posters of the activities and information
Five ‘rubbish bins’ with artefacts for the Rubbish Bin activity.
Two tubs with sand for the Archaeological Dig activity
Artefacts to seed the tubs for the Archaeological Dig activity to seed.
Broken plates and bowls for the Co-Joining Activity
Artefacts for the Sorting, Drawing and Mapping Activity



Life in the Past
Archaeology can help piece together the past

Archaeological sites and the objects/artefacts found at the site are used to interpret the past.
Archaeologists use many tools to do the job, such as:
maps and compasses to locate the site
trowels to dig
buckets to carry the dirt to a sieve.
Laser level to measure the area after each new layer is reached.

Archaeologists dig small amounts of dirt at a time.
They carefully record where everything is found by making maps and drawings of everywhere they dig.  This information helps the archaeologists interpret what happened at that location. 

Can you?
observe 
touch				sort
question			discuss
draw				write
think				use your imagination

You could be an Archaeologist 


Buried Treasure
Archaeologists dig in order to find the things that have become buried.
Things become buried when:
someone digs a hole to hide something e.g. treasure or
to dispose of something e.g. dead pet
disaster strikes e.g. volcanoes, mudslides, strong winds,
old buildings collapse from neglect or are pulled down
people accidentally drop objects into rubble, mud, puddles or long grass
land is levelled to make an area more usable e.g. resurfacing
a road
build up of soil from everyday rubbish

What survives?
Ceramic objects				Metals
Glass							Stone
Remains of stone buildings		Calcium from bone (sometimes)

What doesn’t survive?
Wool			Silk	
Leather			Paper	
Wool			Leaves
Other soft tissues


The 1854 Police Barracks
What do you think we might find at this site?
[image: ]Write your answers here…
Co-Joining
When archaeologists find artefacts they don’t always find whole objects.
They often find broken objects and they have to figure out which bits go together. 
The process of putting the pieces together is called co-joining.

Have a go
Sort through the box of broken artefacts and identify which bits go together.
Glue or Blu Tack the object back together.
Glue takes a while to dry and Blu Tack is not a strong adhesive so you might need a mould (bowl or container) to hold the pieces together.
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Sarah-d\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\Y3MBP86H\MCj02974710000[1].wmf]



Sorting
Archaeologists need to make sense of the artefacts they find. They sort the artefacts in order to work out something about the person or people that used the artefact.
The way you sort things can affect the patterns that you see. 

Have a go
Sort the artefacts by placing ‘like with like’.
How did you sort the artefacts?
How did other people sort their artefacts.
Does your sort make sense…does it say anything about the people the artefacts belonged to? 
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\museum\My Documents\My Pictures\Microsoft Clip Organizer\in01070_.wmf]

Rubbish Bin Archaeology
Rubbish bins can tell you more than you might realise.
People thrown all sorts of things away and those things can tell you a lot about the people and place that it was found.
It’s an archaeologist paradise!

Have a go
Take a ‘rubbish bin’
In six minutes work out the gender, age and interests of the person who used to own the objects and what time period they came from.

What does it tell you?
Explain the answer.


Drawing
Archaeologists draw what they find. They need to be accurate and show all characteristics and features of the artefact.
A hollow object is drawn in two halves with one half showing the outside details and one showing the inside contours.



Have a go
Select an object to draw.
Trace or draw the object to scale.
Draw a line down the middle in order to divide the object in half.
On the left side of drawing show the outside of the object.
On the right side of the drawing show the inside of the object.


Mapping
The location of each artefact can help tell the story of what took place at a site.

An archaeologist will draw a map showing the location of each artefact.

Gridlines are used to make this easy. The site is divided into a grid with string and pegs and graph paper is used to draw the map.


Have a go
Take a clipboard with graph paper and pencil to the pegged site. 
Decide on a scale e.g. two squares on paper equals one square on the ground.
Work out the location of the artefact and draw it onto your map.

What does it tell you?

What does the position of the artefacts tell you the place that they come from?
What do they say about the people who used them?


Archaeological Dig
In this activity you will dig through three layers, one at a time, recording and collecting what you find.

You will work in teams of three and rotate through the roles of digger, recorder and bagger.

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Sarah-d\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\TQ3D45EB\MPPH03154I0000[1].jpg]
Have a go

Locate the site
Excavate a layer. This is done a little at a time and soil is taken from across the square.
As you dig, one person will map the position of large objects and then bag each object.

When the digger finds small objects they will place them in the bucket with the soil. The third person will sieve the soil in order to get the small objects out and then bag the objects.
All bags need to be marked with the number of the square and the layer number.
Repeat the process with layer two and three. Swap roles so everyone has a go.
Bring the objects to the table.

What does it tell you?
Examine each layer and work out what you think the artefacts mean.

What culture did they come from?

Are they old or fairly recent?

What can the artefacts tell us about the people who used them?
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