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Timelines of the crossing from East to

West in Mandurah.

1829 Estuary explored by Preston & Collie

1843 Ferry run by Sarah Littleton

1844 Ferry taken over by John Sutton

1878 Ferry abandoned on riverside.

1894 First Bridge built in 6 weeks. Cost
1792/3/10.

1925 Bridge in very dangerous state.

1945 Major flooding in region, bridge took
blow from boat ramming it.

1952 Bridge damaged by major floods &
Toredo worms.

1953 Second Bridge built using first bridge
for scaffolding, opened 17/4/1953

In recent years .

1996 Upgrade done, to last for 20 years.

2002 Major maintenance, vehicles limited
to 63 tonnes and under.

2006 Again bridge requires major mainte-
nance. Limit currently 17 tonne.

Old Bridges Never Die!

Recent newspaper articles relating to the
condition of the bridge and its need to be
refurbished made me think about how much
this small bridge meant in the past and con-
tinues to mean to the general feelings of the
people of Mandurah and indeed of this state.

Most people when asked about their memo-
ries of Mandurah will invariably include the
‘bridge’ in the discussion.
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One of the Oral History interviewees,
wife of a sergeant of police living in the
newly built house (now History House)
recalls...At night-time, beautiful fairy-
land with car lights coming over the
bridge and lights under the bridge with
people fishing with their lights for the
prawns or fish.

Further articles relating to the Bridge
within this newsletter.




From the MDO

April's here and the middle of the year is not too far away.
The most common thing that I've heard from people that |
talk to is “where has the year gone!” | have to say that |
heartily agree with them. But the passing of time has one
advantage that comes with it: change. And the museum
environment has changed this year, and most definitely
for the better. I'll now briefly go into some of those events
that have occurred over the last couple of months.

The final set of powder coated steel shelving has been
obtained for the Museum’s current storage requirements.
This marks the completion of the rollout of this museum
quality storage solution across all our internal storage
areas. With the transfer of non perishable display items
such as dummies to the external shed, space has been
freed up to store items that have previously been obliged
to be placed on the ground or in other such unsafe loca-
tions. With the adjustable shelves that these cabinets
come with, as items are stored on them more space can
be realised by matching shelves to object sizes, making
the most of the limited storage areas available to us.
Museum Volunteers are still in the process of placing ob-
jects in temporary locations prior to the labelling of the
shelves and the recording of object locations into the Mo-
saic database. This is an ongoing project across the col-
lection that is currently underway. Feel free to come on
down and see me, and you can take a look in the stores
to see the progress. This will let you appreciate the sub-
stantial changes that have been going on in this important
‘behind-the-scenes” area of the Museum.

Volunteer Trish has been working steadily at clearing up
the darkroom and getting it to a position where we can
use it more efficiently than has been the case in the past.
Trish also has an interest in historic photography methods
and we have discussed the possibility of producing Cy-
anotype prints in the darkroom, a fascinating process
which has the potential to be run as a workshop for inter-
ested members of the public. Stay tuned for further devel-
opments in this area.

Change is something that, of course, affects people as
well as museums. Some of you may be aware that after
11 years of service, the City of Mandurah’s Community
Services Coordinator, John Scott has left us. He's gone to
act as an advisor to David Templeman in his new ministe-
rial role. John will be advising on volunteer and senior’s
interests as well as other areas of community service. His
absence will be felt in a department of Council that largely
consisted of John by himself when he started all those
years ago. John was a great friend to the Museum, and
when the history of the Museum’s development is written
in years to come the part that John Scott played will be
writ large across it. We all join together in wishing John a
happy and successful time working in his new position.

Come the next newsletter we will be near to the end of
the financial year, and all the exciting new possibilities
that will bring with it. So until then, | wish all our readers a
pleasant and enjoyable autumn. Nicholas Reynolds.
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Building the first Traffic Bridge over the Estuary

IN 1894, a tender was let to Matthew Price to build  the
first Mandurah bridge for 1792/3/10 (just under $2,000
in dollars). The bridge was to be 12 foot wide by 600 foot
long and built of jarrah.

In those days, there were just 15 families in Mandurah
very few of whom lived on the Western side, there was
however several farms on that side with several children
in the families. The Government school had not been
built, at the time Mr Mewburn was providing education in
the school he had built himself.

At the time of building, the ferry across the estuary had
not been in service for many years and it is not quite clear
whether there was any other form of transport over to that
side. The inland road had largely replaced the Coast
Road to Bunbury.

The bridge piles were cut from bush at Pinjarra, the sawn
timbers came from Port's Sawmills at Collie and were
unloaded at the scene by the boat Duchess of Kent.
Matthew Price and his men built the bridge in six weeks

Matthew Price. (1854-1940) Pioneer & Bridge Builde .

Born in Brighton, Victoria, Mat-
thew came to WA in 1875 from
New Zealand where he had been
working for some time.

He spent some time in northern
WA and joined Government Ser-
vice in 1876 being appointed su-
pervisor for the construction of a
telegraph line between Albany and
Eucla being joined at this time by
his older brother Charles.

At the completion of this he was sailing on the ship Mary
Ann to return when it was wrecked between Esperance
and Israelite Bay. All aboard were rescued safely. He
later owned several schooners in the pearling industry.

His experience with bridge and jetty building was exten-
sive, he constructed the Dongara Bridge, added 1,000
feet to the existing Fremantle Jetty, built Robbs’ Jetty, the
bridge across the Vasse at Busselton, and it was after
this that he took on the construction of the timber road
bridge over the estuary at Mandurah. Later he con-
structed the mile long jetty at Carnarvon. He also built
the jetty on the Ashburton River at Old Onslow.

Matthew Price married Julia Brown (1861-1926) in 1887
at Fremantle WA and they had 3 children.

Throughout his somewhat varied career, Matthew Price
has proved a business man of resource and enterprise.
Of a shrewd temperament, it was said, “he is a thor-
oughly straight forward man in all his dealing”.

| am indebted to Veronica Bates for the information and
photograph within this article. Veronica’'s grandson is the
great, great, grandson of Matthew Price, she isame  mber of

Family History, Mandurah and has published several
books, this excerpt is from:-

Grandma! Where did | come from?

Price, de Guerin, Chesson, Slattery, Gilroy, Brown
Families.

ISBN 0 9578003 04  Author: Veronica Maude Bates
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Education Matters.

Mandurah Community Museum in association with Billy
Dower Youth Centre presents “Bush Heritage” at the Mu-
seum this Easter School Holidays! CALM’s ‘Nearer to
Nature’ carers will share the wonder of our gorgeous na-
tive animals and birds in two different sessions for our
enjoyment.

The morning session, “Meet the Marsupials” will introduce
cute joeys and other native animals, raising our aware-
ness of animal’s needs and the environment around us.

The afternoon session, “Rapt in Raptors” will provide an
opportunity to see sleek, strong, majestic hunting birds up
close, as our Raptor specialists tell us more about sur-
vival in the wild!

The Museum will also be running a “Hop into Heritage”
colouring-in competition for Primary School aged children
throughout these School holidays. Join us with your
friends, children and grandchildren to enjoy our wonderful
environmental heritage...and maybe win a prize!

Entry is by donation, please see the attached poster for
session times. Nyree Payne

Recent Donations. Eureka Vacuum.

When the Museum gets a donation which is both im-
pressive and has a significant link to Mandurah’s
past, it's worth getting excited about. When we find
such an object that links the local district to some of the
major innovations that were affecting the entire world in
the early 20" century, it allows us and the public to get a
glimpse of the “bigger picture” that lets us see where we
all fit in the greater march of history.

Such an item is the “Eureka”
brand vacuum cleaner that
was recently donated to the
Museum. The Eureka Com-
pany was one of the world’s
first makers of electric vac-
uum cleaners and one of the
brands, along with Hoover,
that made the electric cleaner
a common household item
rather than an expensive and
bulky luxury. The first suction
cleaners were used in the
latter half of the 19" century,
and as might be imagined,
weren't a very successful ap-
pliance when the suction was
provided by the user pumping
a handle. Towards the end of
the century, large vacuums
mounted on small carts were
used by companies who went
from door-to-door and

charged home owners large
fees to vacuum their houses.
A 100 foot hose was snaked through the house from the
cart in the street, and the process was such a novelty that
society ladies would hold “Vacuum Parties” to celebrate
the event. But all this was soon to change...

After the invention of the portable electric vacuum in
1907, the Eureka Company was founded by American
businessman Fred Wardell in 1909. Unlike Hoover's early
models, the Eureka was lightweight and easy to use. So
much so in fact that it won an award at the San Francisco
International Exposition in 1915. The Museum’s Eureka
seems to be a Model #9 dating to 1923. It was used in
Mandurah from when it was new, thus not only marking it
as a significant early cleaner, but also one possessing all
important local provenance. Nicholas Reynolds.

Mystery Item. Yet
another mystery item,
left with us by the
same donor who gave
us the aboriginal arte-
facts recently. Itis
carefully made of
wood, with what ap-
pears to be rope car-
rying handles on the
outside. Inside is a
copper rectangular
insert with a lid (see

left) There is some
faded lettering. Itis currently in the Environmental area. As yet
we are unable to identify it, but we hope with your help and the
public’s, we will have an answer. Can you help.
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Volunteer Achievements.

Recently we have been reviewing achievements over the
last several months and would like to commend volun-
teers in the completion of some of these tasks.

Store-rooms. Labelling.
photographs held in the boxes.

Of course there are many more tasks ongoing which are
very important but don’t seem to conclude, We will try to
acknowledge milestones in these cases.

Hidden Volunteers. While we see most

of our volunteers in the museum there

are several people who assist us off site.

a We are always happy to welcome people
who can assist us in other ways than
being present at the museum, some
areas are mentioned below.

Identification of

Eleanor Kay , Eleanor became interested in Oral Histo-
ries and has been assisting us by interviewing several of
our older residents. When these are completed they will
become part of the Oral History Collection.

Diane Beardmore , Diane is unable to volunteer often at
the museum but has been providing us with invaluable
assistance in the transcription of Oral Histories. It is not
generally known, but transcription is one of the most time
consuming activities. Without an able transcriber the task
of the interviewer is much harder, meaning that fewer
people can be interviewed.

Trish Davies , Although present at the museum, Trish is
our Darkroom volunteer, also hidden but for other rea-
sons. Trish will in time be able to assist outsiders to print
their photographs and also to print photographs for the
museum, both for display and for sale purposes.

An old favourite. Alan Reynolds.
Allan is no longer able to volunteer
for us, but for many years he vol-
unteered at the museum. One of
our most physical workers he al-
ways was the first to arrange
chairs and tables, we owe much of
the shed’s early neatness to his
efforts. Alan is currently living in
Mandurah but | believe he is to
shift to Perth within 12 months.

Wl W WAl W
Volunteers of the Museum meet every second

Tuesday of the month at 10 am.

Friends meeting follows the Volunteer meeting
at 11am, all who wish to are invited to attend.

W Wl
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A second traffic bridge to replace the ‘old bridge’

Built well to last, Matthew Price’s construction remained
there for just on 60 years. It is obvious that from its open-
ing the bridge allowed more residents to live on the West-
ern side of the Estuary. It was not without its enemies
however. Western Australia’s terrible termites took their
toll on the wood, as did the infamous Toredo worms.

By 1925 it was in a terrible state and over subsequent
years there was much expense and anxiety spent on it.

From Ross Kirkpatrick Oral History, “of course (it) was
not a two-way bridge, it was a one-way bridge. If two
cars met on in the middle of the bridge, the car that had
the next car behind it, had right of way.” “Because, the
mere fact that they could cross over from one side to the
other was an attraction and you put a bridge down practi-
cally in any town and visitors will always want to cross it.”
“Then we had the first automated signals in Western Aus-
tralia. It was a pole about 8 feet high, with a cross piece
on the bottom of it, so as you could put both hands on it.
It was fixed into a socket on the bridge and it read “stop”
“go”, and a man stood there practically all day during the
weekends in summer, twirling his pole around, stop, go.”

Flooding in 1945, the year it rained non-stop for the 30
days of June saw pressure placed on the bridge, it was at
this time rammed by a boat slipping its mooring and
crashing into it,

From Neil Morphitt Oral History, “Boat called Mary, owner
died coming over the bar and it was tied at Dalrymple’s
jetty. “it broke away and went with the tide, the Mary
went broadside to the bridge and | think put paid to a cou-
ple of the piles.”

In 1952 there was further major flooding and by that time
it was imperative a new bridge be built, on 17/4/1953, the
new bridge was officially opened with its 2 lanes for traffic
moving both ways. For many years this provided for the
movement of traffic down the Old Coast Road. Pressure
on this finally being relieved by the opening of the Estuary
Bridge to bypass Mandurah in 1986.
Jan Baker. 2006
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Mandurah Community Museum,
Welcomes Volunteers

If you are interested please talk to
Nicholas Reynolds, 9535 9511

Or
Call in and see how friendly we are!
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