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Violet Sutton’s Corner Store.

Violet Sutton"s cousin, Charlie Wearne, of
Wearne House fame, lent her the money
to build a really nice store. Although lent,
Charlie Wearne would never accept repay-
ment of the debt. The shop had cement
verandas, a septic tank, which was mod-
ern in those days and an electric light plant
because there was no town electricity.

The shop cost 1,750 and was built by
the same contractor who built the Tuckey
house opposite. At the time there was
some conjecture that the tiles on both
these places wouldn"t last due to the effect
of salt and wind. The fact they were intact
nearly 80 years later speaks well for the
tiles. (per Hal Sutton 2006)

For many years it was leased to a variety
of people, one was Jack Wade, who con-
tinued to run it as a general store selling
some meals. Later it became a café run
by a Greek family named Meneer. It was
finally sold by the Sutton family in the
1970"s.

It is currently (2007) a café/ restaurant and
called Pronto"s, although it has had exten-
sive renovations altering its structure and
shape in the past year.

This corner store has had and retains a
central role in the social and commercial
life of Mandurah.

Violet Sutton’s Home.

Violet Sutton"s home was built on the left hand
side of the corner store on Pinjarra Road. It
was a four bedroom house built in 1929 by
Violet Sutton and housed her family of 7 chil-
dren and herself at the cost of 600. Built of
timber frame and asbestos sheeting, there
were 4 bedrooms, with a closed in veranda.
True to the times this veranda became a cool
sleeping area for the children and relations
during the summer.

Prominent citizen and son of Violet, Hal Sutton
and his wife lived there after Tony and Hal
Sutton purchased Sutton"s farm.

Violet Sutton (nee Cooper) was a an important
businesswoman in Mandurah; she was the
grand-daughter of the pioneering Joseph Coo-
per and married George the son of Henry Sut-
ton who arrived in Western Australia on the
#Hindu" when he was 6 years old.

Violet caused the first bank building in Man-
durah to be built, the first permanent Doctor"s
building, and a newsagency on Pinjarra Road.

Violet Sutton was the last person buried in the
old Christ"s Church graveyard.
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Education Matters. -Discovery

My role as Museum Education Officer has been one of
discovery. After my initial week in the role of Education
Officer | have done a lot of questioning. | started with the
obvious one, What is a museum education officer?

| found a satisfactory answer on the Museums Australia
website for educators. It defined it as follows, #nuseum
education can belong to three professions: gallery edu-
cation; museum education and cultural education.”

| applied myself to considering these three aspects of
museum education in relation to the Mandurah Commu-
nity Museum $ and | discovered that | had more ques-
tions than answers!! Over the next few issues of the
Friends newsletter | will share with you some of the ques-
tions and conclusions.

I What does MCM aim to do?

I What are the key groups/plans that interact with the
museum?

I How, and what, can the Volunteers, Friends of MCM
and museum staff work together on?

I How does the museum operate on, and plan for, on a
daily, weekly, monthly, yearly basis?

I Who else is involved in the museum and how does
the Education Officer interact with those people?

I Who visits the museum and what do they get out of
it?

I What"s in the collection and how does it relate tothe
history of the area?

I What does the museum (objects and displays) tell the
visitor about Mandurah"s heritage and culture?

I What are some of the stories/images about Mandurah
that connect people to understanding the community/
culture they are part of?

I What does the Community part of MCM mean?

I How can the museum become the #peoples" mu-
seum?

I What limitations/opportunities are there for museum
based school program/school holiday programs/public
programs?

I What museum themes and aspects of the galleries
suit outcomes based education and have relevance
to teachers and students?
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Can you help . At one time, outside Granny
Cooper"s cottage on Mandurah Terrace there

stood an anchor.
We would like to know more about it, where it

came from, which boat it was off, why it was
there. %

Any information, call Nicholas and have a
chat.
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Sarah de Bugeur, Rosemary Rana & Marg Green at
Sunbreakers.

The City of Mandurah provides a small fund to ensure
volunteers are acknowledged and rewarded for their
significant contributions to the community of Mandurah.

Recently the volunteers met to enjoy each other's com-
pany at Sunbreakers restaurant. For some of us it pro-
vided a touch of nostalgia as this was once Doddie's sec-
ond restaurant in the area and is remembered with fond-
ness.

We were really pleased to be able to see nearly all volun-
teers there, enjoying several hours of renewing friend-
ships formed over recent years. For Community Museum
Volunteers it is just over 5 years since the City of Man-
durah took over the running of the museum. Several vol-
unteers today were among those providing services to the
Historical Society and who continued to assist us. Sev-
eral volunteers were also amongst the first enlisted within
the Community Museum module.

All of us have enjoyed contributing to the museum, as
well as the knowledge and friendships which have been
acquired as we went along. We look forward to many
more years with the museum, and welcome newcomers
to our midst.

Within this newsletter is a small snapshot of just what
volunteers have been providing over the past years.
Jan Baker.
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@ Editor has taken holidays. | apologise for the @
@ delay in this newsletter | have been tripping around @
Europe, including a Greek cruise.

For Rob, we included as many trains as we could @
&0 in England, and also an extended train trip around &0
Switzerland.

@ For us the discussion centred round %lf it"s a trai @
museum, is it a train or is it a museum?', very im-

@ portant when you are counting to see who is com- @
ing out best.

So here | am returned fresh and extremely knowl- @
@ edgeable in trains as well as, to quote him "castles, @

cathedrals, palaces, & museums or otherwise ABC,

which  commences Another B$$ Castle/ @
@ Cathedral. Cheers Jan Baker @
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MDO Report. Welcome to the mid year edition of
the Museum newsletter! The busy period in the lead

up to the end of the financial year has been keepin g
us busy in “heads down tail up” mode. So it's ver y
much time for another chance to communicate our
achievements with all of our 'Friends’.

One of the most significant events of the last two months
has been the delivery of the draft of the Museum Precinct
Conservation plan. This was the result of a successful
*15,000 Lotterywest grant application under their C onser-
vation of cultural heritage program. The document is a
very professional piece of work, and has been received
favourably within Council. In proofing, only one error has
been detected and this has been traced down to a mis-
take in one of the reference books that was consulted in
the production of the plan. The report will allow us to ac-
cess future grant funding for necessary repair and resto-
ration work on the Museum precinct"s historic buildings.

Our outreach program has been running well, with the
MDO giving two talks recently to groups relating to the
history of the fishing industry on the estuary. A particular
focus for the talk to the Southern Estuary Progress Asso-
ciation was the history of their meeting place, the South-
ern Estuary Hall. This interesting building began life as a
wood and iron #fish factory" in 1955, which procesed fish
caught in the estuary for sale on the Peth market. It did
not can fish, but used ice to keep the fish fresh. The hall,
has been highly modified since its days as a fish factory,
and the Association are interested in any historical infor-
mation they can find on the hall.

One item of interest which will be made available to the
Museum is a photo album in the possession of the daugh-
ter of the woman who initially set the hall up in the 1970s.

So we can see the benefits which flow both ways from the
close contacts which the Museum has with the commu-
nity, and how these are helping both the Museum and the
community grow.

Expect to hear more good news in our next edition!

Malliag Museum. Travelling around I like to visit muse-
ums and see the history of various places. Since | started
volunteering at the museum I look at these places with
slightly different eyes. We went to Malliag in Scotland
this is the setting off town for the Isle of Skye (and just
incidentally the end town for the Jacobite Steamer, a fa-
mous steam train trip from Fort William). Malliag has
been a fishing town for hundreds of years and as such
has similarities to Mandurah. | went into a small local
heritage museum which was quite well set up with a DVD
player to show some of the times of the town, some
model displays of the herring girls who travelled around
cleaning and gutting fish, also their clothing and items
they used were on display as well as some stories about
these travelling fishergirls.

There were many photos, my sister and | both fell for a
lovely old photo taken in 1905 of a small girl carrying a
large bundle of sticks, it is obvious that all over the world
people like to look at photos of previous times and it rein-
forces what we are doing in Mandurah. Sadly we didn"t
have a lot of time in the museum but it looked good and
informative with printing that was mainly readable.

| spoke to the museum chap who is employed and he
said they can"t get any volunteers, | found myselfwonder-
ing what Seniors do over here and would have liked to
ask a few more questions about volunteering in the
United Kingdom.

We also visited the Highland Heritage Museum in Fort
William, around this area is one of the major sites for the
Jacobite uprising supporting Bonnie Prince Charlie. The
museum had some wonderful old items and artefacts in-
cluding a hidden picture of Bonnie Prince Charlie and a
piece of the plaid he wore which has been authenticated
to the time period at least. This museum like ours is an
absolute warren of rooms and areas set aside like ours in
categories, of course the museum was a much older
house, at least a hundred years older. Sadly once again |
hadn"t allowed long enough for this visit but we tied to
look at as much as possible. Jan Baker

From left to right,

1856 Police barracks, stables, and Dalrymple

Schoolroom. Photograph taken c. 1910

As an indulgence to myself | have included the a&oivoto-
graph, topical at this time with the newest Harojtér film and
book coming out, and this railway is used in mahigis films.
This photo is of the Glenfinnian Viaduct The pha@lso
taken just next to the site where Charles Stuaddd in Scot-
land for the first time during the Jacobite uprigsin

Next Newsletter will feature a special article on
fish canning within the Peel area.
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Manjar Gallery Installation

The latest of the Museum"s redeveloped galleries has
been opened. The Manjar Gallery, which deals with the
Indigenous history of Mandurah before European settle-
ment has had its initial displays and text panels installed.
Thanks must go the Museum"s Indigenous Advisory
Group for their major role in this significant achievement.
Also we must remember the work that George Walley,
and the late Joe Walley put into the display panels. Stay
tuned for more development in the gallery, including inter-
active displays, in the near future!

James Cooper prepares display items in early April

Education Kits

The MEO has started producing education kits. These
kits will guide students to understanding themselves, the
past and the community they are part of. #The Caraan
Box" (see below) is the first of these. Designed and con-
structed by Tom Hardy, it explores #Mandurah the Hdiday
Destination" in the 1900s.

The kit is a discovery box with a range of activities that
are based on Gardner"s Multiple Intelligences. It will
include objects, photos, video footage, oral history
extracts, information and brochures.

Production so far has involved: reading oral histories,
scouring the library, searching the collection for photos
and objects that relate to holidaying, rifling through sec-
ond hand shops on the weekends for typical games from
the 1950s and talking with visitors about their recollec-
tions of holidaying in the past. One visitor has old footage
of holidaying at the Peninsula Caravan Park and will pro-
vide us with a CD-Rom of the footage.

July School Holidays

The school holiday program for the July holidays was
based around collecting, which is one aspect of museum
process.

A Discovery Centre was set up in the cells and local stud-
ies area with things to see and do to inspire collecting as
a hobby.

The Collect-o-mania Discovery Centre was open all day
with the EO providing guided tours of the Discovery Cen-
tre and Museum as people arrived. The Discovery Centre
provided a flexible environment for children to enjoy the
museum; some children brought in their collections to
show, most children loved to talk about the things in Elli-
ott"s Cupboard of Death, small children stayed and made
a museum out of cardboard and coloured paper, older
children explored the website to find out how to care for
their collection and all children looked through the rest of
the museum and asked lots of questions.

Future Holiday Activities

Term3: Re-creating the Fouracre murder. Participants will
play detective and solve the murder given the resources
of the day.

Term 4: Christmas holidays will be centred on games of
the playground, and memory box creation.

PN PPN PPN P P P PN P T P P P P A

Can you help . At one time, outside Granny Coo-
per's cottage on Mandurah Terrace there stood an
anchor.

Coltoliolto

We would like to know more about it, where it
came from, which boat it was off, why it was there.

Any information, call Nicholas and have a chat.
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Now hear this!  We are indebted to Moira Wills for her
donation of her personal copies of %The Fisherfollof the
Peel' oral history audio tapes and transcripts.

During 1991, Moira undertook as part of her studies to
interview people of Mandurah who had been part of the
fishing community for many years. Many of these people
were very old at the time, and are now no longer with us.
These tapes were also provided to Battye Library but until
now we had only been able to hear or read them at the
Battye Library. Now with this donation we have our own
copy and will treasure them greatly.

Also as another contribution to the museum Moira has
donated the recently recorded tapes done by herself dur-
ing "The Bridge" project which saw both new and pag oral
histories used. For all those who didn"t see the story
boards we are hoping to be able to mount them either at
the museum or in the library.

All oral history tapes (including these) may be heard at
the museum during opening hours.

CHololto
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Mandurah Community MUSEUM
Presents

School Holidays July
Collect-o-mania

Discovery Centre
Find out about the world of collecting.

See Elliot"s intriguing Cupboard of
Death.

Be inspired to start a collection.
Design and make a museum display
case.

Open 10:00am + 4:00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
during the school holiday period.

One of the greatest things about collect-
ing is that there is almost no limit to what
you can collect.

Pronto’s Cafe, 1991 .

When first opened by Violet Sutton it was run as a gro-
cery shop, it was later rented to a variety of people
amongst them a Greek family named Maneer (spelling?),
this shop shown here in 1991 and refurbished in 2006
also went under a variety of business names including

The Bridge Side Café, The Lobster Pot & Wade"s Corner.

It was finally sold by the Sutton family in the mid-1970"s.
Do you have any more information on this shop during
the 50"s and 60"s?

Figuring it out.  Another volunteer who has helped us a
lot with a database has allowed us to obtain a snapshot of
hours provided for volunteers. These are only the hours
which are entered into the folder in the Museum. As
many of you know, there are other volunteer activities
which are not as easily measured in quantity. These in-
clude Wayne & Dianne Beardmore"s assistance with tran-
scription and other items. It includes those of Eleanor
Kay for her interviewing. Volunteers who get #hooled on
a subject" do continue to follow it through at home or even
at the Battye Library. It certainly includes Phyl Hardy who
has contributed at home, the major work for the data base
which provides these figures.

Total hours volunteered for the first three
months of 2007.

979 hours.

Saturdays and Sundays. 175 hours.

Projects & other contributions.

Photograph collection. This is an ongoing project in which
we all delight. Nancy continues to accession, Wayne &
Eddie continue with scanning & filing.

Mosaic data entry, Rosemary & David are now moving
forward with great speed on this, we are now shifting
many acquisitions into storage or display which remained
in limbo waiting for someone to have the time.

Our displays are well maintained with volunteers commit-
ted to #banning all dust” which used to be a problen.

Research is continuing into subjects which people either
bring to our attention, or for events that the shire needs
more information. This research is greatly enhanced by
the loose leaf collection which Eddy not only copies and
files, but now also scans, this provides us with easy link
searches on the computer.

Also several of our volunteers are copying items and arti-
cles on the computer from typed, or printed items, this
then provides electronic searches. As does the ongoing
transcription of Oral Histories.

None of these projects are easy, all are extremely time
consuming and it must be noted would be impossible to
provide paid employment to complete these projects.

Mandurah Community Museum,
Welcomes Volunteers
We are currently seeking assistance i
continuing our weekend services at th
Museum, if any of our past or current
volunteers are able to occasionally fill
in here could you please contact
Nicholas or Jan.

If you are interested please talk to
Nicholas Reynolds, 9550 3681

Or
Call in and see how friendly we are!
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@ Calendar 2008 , following the suc- @

cessful launch of our calendar for 2007 we are
@ currently working on a Friends Calendar for @

Volunteers will receive their
complimentary copy for Christmas.

@ lected for the special display coming up. Itis

@ 2008. At this time it is thought that we will be
hoped we will have sufficient of these available @
Moo

featuring holiday homes and shacks as col-
@ at the display to be able to sell them then. @
Bennett Brook Railway.

Volunteering for others.

| have 3 serious commitments in retirement. Within Man-
durah | am involved with the museum, and also try to
undertake and co-ordinate Oral Histories.

Outside of Mandurah, both of Rob & | give time to Ben-
nett Brook Railway (he more than 1), one of the few city
based heritage railways in Australia. Whiteman Park, is
itself quite unique in its setting and structure of the devel-
opment of the area, is quite close to Swan View where we
once lived, and also close to Bassendean where we
maintain a city base.

| sell tickets, and get involved in special occasions like
Friends of Thomas the Tank Engine day, and it is here
that | have contact with so many children and their carers.
Strangely enough the carers appear to be primarily of the
same age as myself. Grandparents who care for the chil-
dren either during school times or outside of it in the
school holidays. They bring the children here to see
what, for the older people was how they travelled to or
from school, holidays and special events. During the
school holidays we run trains every days, and in between
Museum volunteering | just may be found selling tickets.

Lots of fun is experienced by these two age groups, the
open carriages giving a sense of freedom while some-
times letting in too much rain or sun. There is also the
enjoyment during the cooler seasons of the smell of coal
and steam as you rush through the bush.

One thing that is often not available to the public is our
special events for the volunteers which allow us to take
train trips in open carriages through the unique bushland
setting of Whiteman Park, at sunset and night time quite
magic with the joy of seeing kangaroos, rabbits and other
wildlife. To add to this enjoyment we are often able to
take our own grandchildren on these events.

Jan Baker about Bennett Brook Railway.

The Friends Chairman’s Report

In 1986 the Mandurah Historical Society estab-
lished the Mandurah Museum in the Dalrymple
School Room. In 2001 management of the Mu-
seum was taken over by the City of Mandurah.
Four years later the Friends of the Museum came
into being.

Membership of the Association is quite broad, with
eligibility being extended to individuals or organi-
sations that wish to further the interests of the
Friends of the Museum.

Very briefly the Association"s objects are to:
.- -promote the Museum"s programs and

objects;
. - maintain an association between the

community and the Museum;
. - affiliate with any body having similar objects
in relation to museums generally;
:-ensure that property and income of the
Friends shall be applied solely towards the
promotion and objects of the Association.

Although still in our fledgling stages the Friends
have been effectual in assisting the promotion
and operation of the Museum.

Members have assisted through promoting and
hosting Museum functions, fundraising, and the
purchase of Capital items. A grand record in such
a short time.

Become a part of this activity. Meet new friends
and put into practice the skills and talents that you
pOSSess.

Like to find out how? Join us at our monthly
meeting held on the third Tuesday morning of
each month, 10.30 am in the Museum premises, 3
Pinjarra Road.

o ) o @) o ) ) ) ) ) ) )
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Volunteers of the Museum meet every second
Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am.

Friends meeting follows the Volunteer meeting

at 10:30am, all who wish to are invited to at-

Waral sl
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