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Pinjarrah Mounted Volunteers In the
last two newsletters we've touched on,
among other things, the Volunteer De-
fence Force in Western Australia during
the 1860s and 70s. It would be wrong to
leave this subject without looking at the
significant input that the Peel Region had,
for over twenty years, to this force. Using a
phrase that we've all be hearing lately, the
Peel certainly “punched above its weight”
in terms of numbers of men that it contrib-
uted to the Colony’s modest defences dur-
ing this period. The force that we are refer-
ring to is the Pinjarrah Mounted Volun-
teers, the first mounted unit raised in
Western Australia, under the command of
the prominent settler Captain Theodore
Fawcett.

The Pinjarrah Mounted Volunteers, or
PMV, owe their existence and continuation
over the 20 year life of the force to Faw-
cett, a man of considerable will, influence,
and means. During his earlier life in Eng-
land, Fawcett had spent a period serving
with the British army, in the cavalry regi-
ment known as the 6" Dragoon Guards.
So it is understandable that when the Im-
perial Government made its intentions
known in late 1859 of the impending with-
drawal of British troops from Australia,
Fawcett was at the fore in raising a cavalry
force in his own district.

Thus, in response to Fawcett's petition,
the PMV were duly constituted on the 23™
October 1862 with an authorised strength
of 15-17 men. This maximum enlistment
was met at once, and Fawcett was duly
appointed as Captain Commanding. This
now left the Murray district as being the
only area, outside of Perth and Fremantle
to have managed to raise any kind of de-
fensive force for the Colony. This goes to
show how the fortunes of the district were
picking up by the 1860s allowing such a
force to be formed on the initiative of the
local population. See next ->

Fawcett set out to uniform his corps along the
same lines as his old regiment from England.
Black over boots and white pantaloons were
complimented by a scarlet tunic with white
Austrian knot lace at the cuffs and five rows of
white lace frogging across the chest. For
headwear a white ‘foreign service’ helmet, a
type of tall pith hat, with a horse hair plume
was selected. It was a spectacular uniform,
but not one entirely suited to local conditions.
Supply of the uniform was also intermittent
due to delays and misunderstandings of the
army ordering system in England. Delays of
up to two years were experienced at times.

The weapons of the force consisted of sabres
for mounted use and an unusual pattern of
revolver carbine that was unique amongst the
colonial defence force. This weapon looked
like a regular army revolver but was fitted with
a stock so that it could be fired from the shoul-
der like a rifle. Supplies of this weapon were
hard to come by, only six being available from
the guard of a convict ship on the PMV’s es-
tablishment. Eighteen more were obtained by
private purchase in 1864. Considering that
enlistment had risen to 61 by 1868, this marks
a shortfall in armament that the corps was
never able to amend.

In spite of these supply problems the corps
went from strength to strength, performing
service that would make them the envy of
other volunteer units. On the 30™ of November
1866 two troopers escorted a prisoner from
Pinjarra to Fremantle. Along the route much
attention was paid to the smart uniforms the
men were wearing. This escort was, in all
probability, what lead to the decision to supply
a contingent from the PMV to accompany the
Duke of Edinburgh on his tour of the Colony in
the very next year, 1867. For this duty, one
Sergeant, a trumpeter and four troopers were
employed on a full time basis for two months.
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Cont Pinjarrah Mounted Volunteers

Government agreed to pay 93/2/1 to the corps to cover
the cost of uniforming the detachment, thus underlining
the expense of outfitting a well uniformed cavalry unit.

To coincide with the visit, Fawcett arranged for the re-
mainder of the corps to ride to Perth to take part in the
Queen’s Birthday parade. What should have been a tri-
umph was tarnished somewhat by the heavy rain that
was experienced on the day, but nevertheless public
comment was favourable and the 24" of May 1867
marks the high point of the PMV’s existence.

However, all good things must come to an end. Atten-
dances at muster were dropping by 1870, falling to 30 in
1873 and 26 in 1882. Age, and 20 years of voluntary ser-
vice at their own expense had taken its toll. The PMV
were officially disbanded on the 3™ of November 1882.

However, this was not the last hurrah for its members,
whose service together had built a strong feeling of ca-
maraderie between them. The final, albeit unofficial, pa-
rade of the Pinjarrah Mounted Volunteers occurred in
January 1901 in Pinjarra at a church service to com-
memorate the death of Queen Victoria. Thus, at the
dawn of Federation, with one era ending and a new one
beginning, the PMV marked the passing of the Queen
who's son they had guarded all those years ago in 1867.

Nicholas Reynolds.
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Welcome one and all to the latest edition of our Friends
newsletter. Activities have been going on within and out-
side the Museum over the last two months to improve
both access to the collection and enhance our public out-
reach programs. With the ever increasing amount of clip-
pings, articles, and other research that has come into our
Local Studies collection it was time to reorganise, making
our resources more accessible and user friendly. By ra-
tionalising our holdings of newspapers we have been able
to consolidate our open shelving for books to the back
wall of the Local Studies room, giving us space there for
another filing cabinet. This cabinet will be used to expand
our significant family history files. These are one of the
most used elements of the collection and access to them
will greatly benefit by this expansion.

The general vertical files have also been expanded, and
by some judicious shifting of cabinets and furniture we
have actually managed to increase the space in the room
along with its storage capacity. We're also reorganising
the system we use to organise the local studies files to
better deal with the larger number of articles that are now
contained in them. Thanks go to all those who are helping
with the reorganisation of the files and those whose ef-
forts have lead to this increase in our capacity for re-
search at the Museum!

After the recent advertising for sale of the Tuckey Bunga-
low at 1 Mandurah Terrace | have received information
from the Heritage Council that the site is being reas-
sessed for inclusion of the State Register of Heritage
Places. It almost goes without saying that this property is
one of the heritage icons of Mandurah and one which is
worthy of preservation into the future The Heritage Coun-
cil have informed me that the house is “being actively as-
sessed as a place under threat.” Second to this, the
Council have approached the City to provide them with
additional information on the site to assist with the as-
sessment, which | have complied with. We now await
news of the results of the sale and the progressing of the
property’s listing. | will keep all Friends of the Museum
informed of future events.

A further element of our archaeology program has been
put together, and this is an evening archaeology lecture
at Murdoch’s Peel campus. This will be taking place on
Friday 23" May at 7:30pm. Confirmed attendees include
Dr Shane Burke, whose theories on the location of Peel
Town make him an archaeologist of particular interest to
us.

So, as we can see, work is afoot both within and outside
the Museum to further the interests of heritage in the Peel
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Launching now our Oral History and Museum
project for 2008. To collect memories and pho-
tos, plus memorabilia of the Agricultural Hall.
We will be recording as many short memories
as possible of days gone by at the Hall, which
was a major component of the social life of
Mandurah for many years prior to the Roads
Board, and following this it became an important
structure in the Local Government’s manage-
ment of its responsibilities.

In the Book. A visitor from North Wales left
this comment.

“Delighted to have stumbled on the Museum
on a day’s visit.”

We are lucky to have so many international
visitors, they always ask interesting questions!

Education Matters - Home schooling

There are a number of home schoolers in Mandurah. |
have had the pleasure of meeting a few of them to show
them around the museum and chat about ways the mu-
seum could be part of their programming. If home school-
ing is an unfamiliar concept to you and you think home
schoolers must be part of a religious sect or cult, then |
can tell you that this is not the case.

Home schooling involves parents or other guardians tak-
ing responsibility for guiding their children through a
course of study at home, rather than having their children
attend school. Regulations vary between the states and
territories, and in WA home schoolers are supported by
district coordinators. A coordinator visits the home
schooler and assesses the teaching programs on a regu-
lar basis.

Home schooling is not just doing ‘school work’ at home.
It often incorporates activities within the community with
community groups e.g. Landcare. It is through these ac-
tivities that children socialise across age groups develop-
ing good interpersonal skills in real life situations. As the
Museum Education Officer, working with home schoolers
provides the opportunity for collaboration on unique, real
life museum projects because there is greater flexibility of
timetabling and students tend to be responsible for the
whole process.

As you can appreciate there are a number of reasons
why parents choose to educate their children at home.

Some parents feel that the learning process that began
at birth should continue naturally, with them as teachers.
They enjoy being with their children and want to be a very
active part of their education.

Some parents may be disappointed by their children’s
experiences at school and feel that their learning differ-
ences are not being properly catered for.

With increasing class sizes, some parents prefer to
home school so that their children receive more attention
than in a class of up to thirty. They believe they can better
cater for their children’s learning rates and styles.

Such parents believe that, whether their children are
talented or have learning difficulties, they will benefit from
the kind of focused attention that home schooling pro-
vides.

Some children may be withdrawn from school due to
negative social experiences, such as bullying. There may
even be dangers in the school environment, such as
drugs or violence, that parents consider an unreasonable
risk for their children.

While school is considered the norm in some cultures, in
others it is unusual. Some parents are concerned that
they have less to do with their children in our society and
that many social problems exist because of this. They
believe that home schooling is a way to reverse this
trend.

Some parents are wary of school curricula and believe
that home schooling allows them to better supervise the
content of their children’s education.

Whatever the reason, in my experience, successful
home schoolers are rare and gifted people who bring up
well educated, happy, socially skilful young people.

Sarah de Bueger

Page 3



%

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum.

Renewed subscriptions. To all our Friends who have re-
cently renewed their subscriptions we would like to thank
you for doing so.

Events. We are hoping to see many of you at some of
the forthcoming events and renew our acquaintance.

Don't forget the coming Archaeology Day at the Museum,
we are hoping to make lots of exciting finds with our very
own ‘Time Team'.

Shortly after this we will be having our Launch of the
Foreshore and Inner-city Heritage Walk. We will be in-
cluding copies of this brochure in this Friends Newsletter
mailout.

We would like to congratulate Sarah on all her very hard
work. The brochure consumed a great amount of time,
but at the conclusion of the project | feel this has been a
most worthwhile activity.

Jan Baker.

Lest we Forget. On the eve of Anzac Day 2008,
we thought it might be appropriate to include all the
words of the poem.

Laurence Robert Binyon, (1869-1943) was born in
Lancaster England, he wrote poetry from the age of
11 years and was educated at Trinity College in Ox-
ford. While he was too old to serve in WW1, he
went to the Western Front in 1916 to work as a
medical orderly for the Red Cross.

Laurence Binyon wrote this poem and had it pub-
lished in 1914. Today we use mostly just the one
verse, but it seems appropriate to include the whole
poem.
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