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Old Mandurah Footbridge.   
The footbridge in Mandurah had its origins 
in the Peninsula Hotel.  Built at the turn of 
the nineteenth century first as a residence, 
for W.S Brookman, the Peninsula Hotel 
was converted into a hotel in 1904.  At that 
time there was only a sandy pathway, 
which could be swampy, linking main Man-
durah to Stingray Point.  This was a long 
and on occasions hot or extremely wet 
walk if you had no form of horse travel.  
From the time of it being built, the foot-
bridge became a favourite walk and some-
thing of a tourist attraction, many a small 
boy catching cobblers near its poles.  

Because the footbridge was over water the 
Public Works Department was asked to 
take it over. This they weren’t keen on and 
they approached the Murray Roads Board, 
again another body not too keen on man-
aging it. It was believed to be a private en-
terprise without the concurrence of the 
board.  However this was a difficult position 
as the bridge was a public one and the lo-
cals wanted it to remain so.   

Eventually the Murray Roads Board was 
forced to take the Mandurah Footbridge 
over in 1909. 

The cost of maintaining the footbridge was 
significant, and legal problems arose as to  
its ownership. Eventually the Roads Board 
declared it a roadway. 

The footbridge remained in place for many 
years; in the thirties it was having the sec-
ond overhaul in a decade, and in 1939 the 
Board declared that boats should not be 
allowed to tie up to it as they had just spent 
a considerable amount of money on re-
pairs.  Sometime around this date a water 
pipe was extended over the footbridge to 
the western end for the use of campers. 

Severe flooding in 1945 caused water to go 
over the top of it, and much was damaged 
including the decking being washed off.  
The footbridge was finally removed in 
1958, however like the memory of the 
Footbridge, the shadow remained for some 
time, and possibly still does in the water.  
(see photo below from Mandurah Commu-
nity Museum collection.) 
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July School Holiday Program   The Dalrymple school-
room was a blaze of colour and activity during the July 
school holidays as groups of children joined in painting 
bright banners of local animals in an indigenous dot-
painting style.  Representatives from Challenger TAFE 
Kadadjiny Mia centre for Aboriginal Learning, presented 
Indigenous Heritage in the form of dot painting and ‘bush 
tucker’ to our visiting families.  An informal presentation 
on bush tucker was given and visitors were free to ask 
questions and take a closer look at the nuts and materials 
on display.   

In total, eighty parents and children attended the sessions 
and enjoyed sharing Indigenous culture as part of NAI-
DOC Week.  The program was considered a great suc-
cess with all ages of children contributing to an Indige-
nous community artwork and learning about traditional 
Aboriginal life.  Thanks to all those who made the effort to 
attend these workshops and to those who assisted with 
the setting-up and supervision of the sessions.  Special 
thanks to Dianne and Wayne Beardmore who went be-
yond the call of duty in assisting with the dot painting 
days and who joined in the spirit of the occasion, getting 
the parents involved.  The four vibrant dot-painted ban-
ners will be on display in the Manjar Gallery at the Mu-
seum, until the installation of the new Pre-settlement exhi-
bition is installed in the near future.  (see photo this page)         

From the MDO    Welcome one and all to our current is-
sue of the Friends newsletter. This edition comes at a 
time when one of the most important projects of the year, 
one which we’ve been talking about at length, has come 
to fruition. And given just how impressive it is, I feel totally 
justified in how much everyone here at the Museum has 
been talking about it. Our street front mural is finally a 
reality! 
Apart from being a fantastic work of art that blends in so 
well with the Museum’s streetscape, the mural forms part 
of two important projects that are underway. Firstly, the 
mural increases the representation of the history of the 
first Australians within the Mandurah Community Mu-
seum. And secondly, it is yet another way of increasing 
the Museum’s profile in the community as part of our  
ongoing interpretation plan implementation. 

The high profile that the mural gives to the estuary re-
flects the fact that it has been the primary reason that 
people have been drawn to Mandurah from the Dream-
time through to the City’s current expansion. Fish, abun-
dant wildlife, natural beauty, and opportunity for all adds 
up to Mandurah being a place with a rich history, and a 
bright future. 

On similar matters, the Museum’s Manjar Indigenous gal-
lery is coming close to finalisation. Joe Walley has given 
us an oral interview regarding the creation stories associ-
ated with the origins of the Peel Inlet. This has been tran-
scribed and given to Creative Spaces for production as 
one of the two text panels for the gallery. The objects and 
text for labels currently in the gallery have been taken up 
to Creative Spaces in Fremantle so they can make dis-
play props for the final positioning of the objects along 
with their labels. 
The first component of our Historic Holiday Homes of 
Mandurah has also been completed since the last issue 
of Friends. Two photography workshops for the project 
have been held. We were lucky enough to obtain the ser-
vices of a student of Roger Garwood, a noted Perth pho-
tographer. Roger has worked with the Museum previously 
in setting up the darkroom, and the training course shows 
once again what a resource the darkroom is becoming. 
So with that, I’ll leave you all to enjoy the many fascinat-
ing articles in the body of this edition of Friends, and I’ll 
doubtless be greeting you all next time with news of more 
progress from the Mandurah Community Museum. 

Nicholas Reynolds  

Borehole Rescue Project .  In 1957 a small boy fell down 
a borehole in Mandurah, sparking a rescue effort which 
not only galvanised the people of Mandurah but the whole 
State of Western Australia and engaged the interest of 
people all over the world. 

To mark the anniversary of this event Mandurah Commu-
nity Museum has launched a project to collect the spoken 
memories, photographs, and memorabilia of the event. 

In June an article was placed in the “Can We Help You” 
column asking for information relating to the Borehole 
Rescue and for people who could assist with articles, let-
ters etc.  There was an instant response with people ei-
ther offering their assistance with remembrances, or sug-
gesting people who were involved.  All these people have 
been followed up and are either being interviewed or wait-
ing to be interviewed. 

The museum has also contacted various media organisa-
tions to obtain photographs or TV items. 

It is hoped to hold an opening with a major display, on or 
around the anniversary of the event in January. This may 
be the first event that the Friends of Mandurah Museum 
take a significant role in.  It is hoped that the event will be 
a showcase for Mandurah, the Museum, and the Friends 
of the Museum. 

At this time we are looking for monetary & physical assis-
tance from businesses & media organisations to ensure it 
will be successful.  We would also like the assistance of 
one more member of the “Friends” to help with preparing 
and completing the project.  

Please contact us if you can help on 9550 3681. 

Volunteers of the Museum meet every second  
Tuesday of the month at 10 am.   

Friends meeting follows the Volunteer meeting at 
11am, all who wish to are invited to attend. 

Isabel from Challenger TAFE Kadadjiny Mia – Centre for 
Aboriginal Learning assists budding young artists with 
painting.  The paintings done during the holidays are  
currently on display at the museum. 
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Education Matters,  Education Officer Signing Off!  

After an eventful year and a half as Education Officer, I 
have decided its time to focus on family matters and will 
farewell the Museum at the end of August.  Baby Payne 
is expected to arrive early January 07 and the long com-
mute from Perth is finally beginning to take its toll.  Want-
ing to give 100% to this new chapter of life, I have de-
cided to fully vacate my position and provide an opportu-
nity for a new educator to take up the challenge to de-
velop and promote educational programs at the Museum. 

There are so many people I would like to thank for a mul-
titude of things, which we have worked together to 
achieve over the last 18 months… So I would like to say 
“collectively” a sincere thankyou for your support and par-
ticipation, in all of the numerous activities that have taken 
place during my time here as Museum Education Officer. 

I recently reflected on some of the events which we’ve 
managed to “pull-off” at the museum during this time -
often with limited time & resources, and I was surprised to 
see how many successes we’ve achieved.  There have 
been Gallery Openings, Stretch Festival Exhibitions and 
Website & Children’s Map Launches, in addition to 
School Groups, Scitech, Facepainting, Marsupials and 
Raptors, Colouring-in Competitions and Indigenous dot-
painting!  But of course our biggest and most auspicious 
event was the 175th Celebration of the Settlement of Man-
durah in September last year, which REALLY brought the 
community together!   

I will be taking with me lots of fun memories of the chaos 
and excitement that went with these events, School tours 
and School holiday programs, but also the satisfaction 
that I’ve been part of developing and raising the profile of 
the Museum in the community, WITH the community.  
Please offer your wonderful support to the next Education 
Officer and whatever talents they may bring to the job!  I 
look forward to catching up with you all in the future, but 
for now well done, and thank you!    Nyree Payne 

Now Hear This  

In July we completed our second oral his-
tory course, this time with four attendees, 
most of these members of the Mandurah 
Historical Society.  Both courses met over 
afternoon tea and the attendees agreed to 
undertake some interviewing of people 
involved in the Borehole Rescue.  It was 
decided at that time on the various people 
to be interviewed and we met again on the 
23rd of August to follow up on the inter-
viewing and assist in any way we could. 

At this time there have been seven people interviewed,  
and with their transcripts underway. We already have 
several interviews with information on them relating to the 
incident.  It is also intended to obtain information relating 
to the Nuns rescue, and if available, that relating to the 
‘Mandurah Hermit’.  Please also see the article relating to 
the major display on the Borehole Rescue. 

I hope to have more information to give in the next news-
letter publication.  Jan Baker.  

(Candlestick Telephone , private collection circa 1920’s)  

Stop Press! Come & see the new Mural!  

Just arrived at the museum, the mural above was pre-
pared and painted by Celestin Hutchinson of Sun Earth 
Murals. The City of Mandurah commissioned this paint-
ing to complement the museum and attract people to the 
area. 

During the third week in August, Celestin was busy graf-
fiti protecting the artwork and then supervising the erec-
tion of it.  People attending Nyree’s send-off were some 
of the first to see the mural. 

Celestin should be congratulated for her wonderful inter-
pretation of the area. 
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Mandurah Community Museum,     
Welcomes Volunteers 

 
If you are interested please talk to  
Nicholas Reynolds on 9550 3681 

 
Or 

Call in and see how friendly we are! 
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Chairman’s Report    by Wayne Beardmore. 

Welcome to the first (and hopefully not the last) Chair-
man’s report.  

At its meeting in June elections were held for the Execu-
tive of the Friends.  Yours truly was elected unopposed to 
the position of Chair, along with Dianne Beardmore being 
elected as Treasurer and Lesley Turner as Secretary.  
Jan Baker volunteered to be responsible for production of 
the newsletter on a bi-monthly basis and the Museum 
Education Officer was given the task of organising Pro-
motions.  We look forward to a fruitful term for the Com-
mittee and ask that all members give support and assis-
tance when called upon. 

At the July meeting the decision was made to transfer our 
banking account to Westpac, as BankWest were unable 
to provide us with an operation account without fees. This 
action has now been completed.  Also discussed in July 
was a proposal to investigate taking photos of visitors in 
convict attire as a form of fundraising. This proposal is 
progressing with uniforms being sought and the purchase 
of a small photo printer being progressed.  We also de-
cided to approach the City of Mandurah seeking a posi-
tion for the Friends on the Museum Advisory Committee. 
An approach has been made to the Mayor and we are 
now waiting for a response. 

Last year the Museum Education Officer, Nyree Payne, 
sought and obtained a grant from City of Mandurah for 
progressing the objectives of the Friends.  From this 
Grant we have purchased a binding machine and are now 
seeking to purchase a Scanner, a printer dock and a 
small whiteboard. All of these items will not only be used 
by the Friends but also by the staff and Volunteers of the 
Museum. 

This year we have again applied for a Grant with the main 
objective of publicising membership and creating a public 
awareness of the Friends. We will keep you appraised on 
the outcome of this application. 

Nyree Payne will unfortunately be leaving the Museum on 
September 1st to take up home duties on a more perma-
nent basis. The Friends owe Nyree a great vote of thanks 
and appreciation for all her work in getting us up and run-
ning. Her efforts and cheery face will be dearly missed. 
We wish Nyree and her husband James all our best 
wishes for the future and for the safe arrival of their baby.   

��������	
�	�
	����	�
�������
��
�	����	�������	����������	����������
�	���	��	�������
	����
���	�������	�
���	����

Volunteer Dinner — Paparazzi Café  
 
The 26th of July saw the Museum hosting yet another 
annual Volunteer thankyou dinner. As one of the two high 
points on the Museum’s social calendar, it’s something 
that offers all of those who attend a welcome punctuation 
to the hurly burly of the year. The restaurant chosen this 
time was Paparazzi, an eatery that has a good reputation 
amongst Council staff and has provided many an enjoy-
able lunchtime meal. Thanks must go to Wayne and 
Clare for organising the invitations and handling the 
RSVPs, which when all tallied added up to the largest 
dinner that the Museum has ever had. 
 
The menu for the evening was a set one, with antipasto 
and pizza for entrée followed by a selection of standard 
Italian fare including pasta and scaloppini for main 
course. Our party was arranged on two large, long tables 
which when all were seated really served to show just 
how many our volunteer ‘crew’ has expanded to over the 
past year. And not only current volunteers were included 
in our number. Mary King, and Kerry and Brian Sweetap-
ple were invited, thus including past volunteers who’s 
time with the Museum needed to be celebrated. Kerry 
and Brian were presented with movie tickets in apprecia-
tion of their work and long commitment to the Museum. 
This was not the only presentation made, with Wayne 
presenting to Nicholas a lovely wooden carriage clock on 
behalf of the Museum Volunteers in honour of his and 
Kristi’s recent wedding. 
 
The night proved to be a busy one for the restaurant, and 
in spite of some rather slow service the tasty food was 
enjoyed by all. The evening overall was a success, and 
the presentations in particular served to show what a 
close and convivial group the Museum ‘family’ has 
evolved into over the years. This is something we have all 
played a part in, and which we can all deservedly cele-
brate during these special times. 


