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Friends of Mandurah Community Museum Newsletter. Issue Christmas 2009.

MDO Report

The lead up to the festive season has been a busy one for all of us here at the Mu-
seum. This continues to be the case with our upcoming exhibition celebrating the 60th anni-
versary of the foundation of the Mandurah Road Board in 1949. Apart from this, and our
Hackett Street School display which we featured in our last newsletter, we have held two
additional displays in the intervening period. The first was to mark United Nations Day. A
grant funding opportunity was made available to a group headed by the Peel Multicultural
Association who organised a display by the constituent members of the group representing
the various immigrant cultures in Mandurah. With other cultures being represented it was
thought that the history of European settlement in Mandurah should also be able to be
showcased, which was a very nice gesture.

The 30™ and 31% of October capped off the busy month of displays with the Mu-
seumds contribution to the Seniorés Expo.
was the main feature, this time combined with our roll-up banners and promotional material
for the Friends. We were lucky to be able to use both our own toucan board and the board
provided by the Senior Citizends centre f
able to us compared to other exhibitors. Aside from promotional material, friends calendars,
newsletters, and membership forms were available. With our stall staffed by two people |
think this was the most effective promotional event of the three that we had in October, ena-
bling one-on-one interaction with the majority of those who took an interest in the display.
Thanks to Jan, Cheryl, Nancy, Julia, Phyl, and Kristi for helping staff the stall over the two
days.

Another area where we are moving forwards again is with our Indigenous Advisory
Group. A meeting, lead by Harry Nannup, was held at the Museum on the 7th of December.
The main aim of the day was to identify what Indigenous objects in the collection were of
local origin and which come from further afield. The possibility of repatriating objects from
other areas was discussed and will be an exciting project for the future.

So in conclusion | wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year, one filled with
joy and perhaps a visit to the Museum to see our new Roads Board display!
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Tales of Christmas Past: Norma Burton (Eacott). As far as | can re- %

‘& member, Granny used to start making her Christmas cakes about ¥

%&4 or 5 months before hand and her puddings and her mulberry%&

. wine. That sort of cooking she used to start months and months

g& beforehand. Then when it came to the day | think some of her g&
daughters used to help her. They were married with their families %&
then, but Granny used to do most of it herself

&
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Volunteer Outing.

The 24th of November was
annual Christmas outing and historical tour 2009. This
year, after some suggestions and consulting with our
group of volunteers it was decided that we would take a
combined tour of the Bullcreek Aviation Heritage Museum
and the Army Museum of WA in Fremantle. Previously,
our tours have focused on the Peel and surrounding re-
gions in an effort to increase our combined knowledge of
the history of our region. This year we decided to do
something different and see how other, larger, growing
volunteer staffed museums
ited were great examples and gave us all lots to think
about in our own future context. The Aviation Museum
was impressive, both in physical size and sheer number
of significant aircraft, objects, and stories that were being
told in the space. It ds a
organisation and its volunteers that such a collection has
been amassed. The extent can be shown by the fact that
the museum contains the largest collection of aircraft en-
gines in the southern
|l ection that particularly
Blue Streak rocket, as tested at Woomera and recovered
in the early 1960s. This is of international significance and
would be of great interest to all visitors. So the lesson
here is dATell the worl d
tion!o. Thatoés somet hing
the hot day inside the hangar, all enjoyed the displays. |
think many of us will be back in the near future to spend a
few more hours amongst the wonderful displays.

Lunch this year was provided in the RAFFA clubhouse
next to the museum, and we were all thankful for the air-
conditioning! Lunch consisted of potato and leek soup, a
choice of either fish or roast beef and vegetables for
main, followed by tiramisu. Everyone agreed that both
fish and beef were excellent, something that can be a
concern when ordering a carvery style meal with limited
choices. But there was no need for concern here.

Our final stop was the Army Museum. The Museum itself
is the largest military collection outside of the Australian
War Memorial and, like the Aviation Museum, could well
take a whole day to absorb in detail. Covering, as it does,
Western Australiads
sent day, such a large collection cannot be displayed in
its entirety in the six galleries that the museum currently
has. So fortunately, the museum is now in a position to
expand over the whole barracks site, doubling its floor
space. This process will go on over the next few years,
with the important first steps being the fundraising and
Interpretation Planning that they are currently undertak-
ing. This is the important lesson to be learned from our
visit here. Interpretation Planning is the key! So while we
were all having fun, we were taking mental notes on what
we need to do, back at our own Museum.
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1953 Bridge. With so many vehicles crossing the town
bridge and many events such as the Christmas Pageant

rent bridge which is now over 50 years old and due for
replacement shortly.

Planning for a replacement bridge in Mandurah had com-
menced soon after the end of World War Two by the
State government under the then Premier Sir Ross
McLarty. The new bridge would have to be capable of
handling the increased traffic flows expected after the
improvement of Mandurah Road. Sir Ross, whose elec-

The design of the new structure focused on avoiding the
possibility of toredo worm damage that had sealed its
predecessorés fate. To

measure, the remainder of the bridge structure was to be
of jarrah, with the exception of the two navigation spans
which utilized rolled steel joists to support the timber

Demountable Bailey bridge sections were used during
construction. This was a new technique for the time de-
veloped from transportable bridges used in World War
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ried the pile frames out over the water to be mounted in
their final positions. A 5 ton winch, also mounted on the
outriggers, was used to drive the piles into the estuary
bed. The wooden components of the bridge amounted to
4,800 linear feet of round logs and 310 tons of sawn jar-
rah.

Construction began in 1950, and lasted until early 1953.
A description of how this was achieved has been pro-
vided by Mr. W. Hough who worked on the bridge. Once
construction was completed the old bridge was demol-
ished, with gelignite being used to destroy any remaining
piles.

In January 1953, Sir Ross MclLarty along with senior offi-
cers of the Main Roads Department met with the Man-
durah Road Board to discuss the construction of fishing
stages below the new bridge. The $2,300 cost of the

meeting of ratepayers was held on February 5 in the
Hotham Valley Hall. After receiving a favorable reception
at the meeting, the matter of the loan was put to a refer-
endum on February 7. After receiving approval of the
ratepayers at the referendum the stages were con-
structed, and continue to be a well used feature of the
bridge.

With the defeat of Sir
in the election of February 14 1953, the honour of offi-
cially opening the bridge fell to the new Minister for
Works, Mr. John Trezise Tonkin on April 17 1953.

Bill Hough. That wasé well at
finished the Mandurah Bridge we then went along and
we had to pull the old one down and we blasted all the
pil es. We had to puté in
tubes, filled them up with gelignite and pushed them
down the poles and then blew the poles off.
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Hackett St. School 70 year Anniversary Celebration

17™ October 2009. By December 2008 we had lots of
people interested in a re-union but no one really wanting
to do the organising so | approached the school principal

Mr Tim Ob6Keefe to ask i f t henotsashamyopeoplersasand emjpyedraeaifeeesdtha Ph& r ur
ning an event. He was very interested and said he would C froze most of the left overs to have at later school func-
ask the P & C when they commenced in 2009, if they tions with the children.
would like to take it on. In Feb, thanks to helpers, Jan  1hq Myuseum display boards were there and thanks again
Baker and Phyl Hardy, we held a morning tea at Parkland to Nicholas Reynolds from the Museum who spent all
Villas which was attended by some of the 1939 class Who  ¢ernon with a slide show running in one of the class-
said they would love to meet again, so | knew we had 10 5oms. phyl Hardy also assisted collecting short audio
do something. , memories of the school for the museum. Next door we
Eventually the current P & C met and said they would 54 |ots of albums of photos, and files of admission forms
look at running it, but they had a very small school now 54 history copied from the State Records Office and
and only a few P & C members. As | was able to promise  giate and Battye Libraries. Also on display was some
lots of help from Nicholas, his faithful Museum volunteers sewing from Marilyn Edwards (Cooper) and work books,
and past P & C members from many years ago they were plus Colin Warneés old school
happy to go ahead and said they would provide afternoon 15y hoards borrowed from the Historical society on the
teas and drinks to raise some money for the school. We  \erangah here and she had her files open collecting more
proceeded to go ahead and meet with their suggested names. or correctlons
smal | Commi ttee once a mont h. Tim OO0Keef e, the presi -
dent, Mandy Yates, Bev Kelly and Mel, myself and two | 45 of people made a point of thanking us for helping get
others. them together after many years and said how much they
Nancy Pollard (Drysdale) had offered to help on a Com- enjoyed the afternoon catching up with friends and look-
mittee and had the time, plus other friends willing to help ing at the Photo displays. So the Committee was very
her on the day. Nancy offered to run a raffle which she pleased with the way things went. | have collected and
did with great success from buying the tickets to gather- copied all comments made and will pass them on to the
ing prizes and presenting them most attractively. next lot of organisers. Please feel free to pass on any
Wenny Laidler (Watts) offered to go on a committee and  Other comments as they are all valuable.
to get lots of past students involved. Wenny already had On behalf of the School Principal and the P & C commit-
lots of photos and files of her class reunions and carried tee, thank you to every one who contributed in any way
on copying and naming donated photos. Wenny also with your attendance, work, donations, etc. You all made
joined the Historical Society and copied for and from it the great event it was. Eleanor Kay
them, thanks a lot Wenny, fabulous job.
Mr Ob6Keefe asked if I woul d willing to put my name
down as a contact, so | also volunteered to contact as
many media outlets as | could think of. Sadly people still g&############
say they didnot hear about , guess i because %e
f ami '_' es and fri ends_ donot eTQIesbf'@:hnétn‘?aHlSaEt "’Nrbgope'r IS d
mouth which really helps these sorts of functions. We ran #
information and adverts on country & city ABC, local ra- Oh it was always a great time as | tell ya
di o, | ocal newspaper s, cityl' celwdpa@hArsS, stamgsoSdaa\y@ 0 b ¢
publications. We did have quite a lot of response with f
phone calls and offers of help on the day, the phone ran ?& pudding ) wi t h thrup Q& nc
hot some days, so | was pleased when some times it was %& eat unt il t hey C O Uy no
someone my husband Keith knew from school and he eyes to get an extra thruppence it was a
was able to also chat to them. | had some emails and %& #
student memories come from Victoria and even overseas. ;& great time you know. #
Anniversary Day was very hot which put some visitors off;
however we still had a big crowd with an attendance :&############
close to 900 people. Some did manage to come in by the
side gate and not fill in their details and family and friends
of students didndédt give their details either so hard to
mate an exact number. We do know Mike Richards came e . .
from Brisbane, some from Geraldton, Albany and Den- NeW EXthItIOn Openmg' .
mark, Wongan Hills, Katanning. 60 yearS LOC&'
The Principal opened the ceremony along with Mr David G

overnment

Templeman MLP who asked the 1939 students to come
up and cut the cake. Ten of them did this, however there
were more of this age group there. We were also enter-
tained by the school choir who sang so well and looked
really smart in their uniform. Thanks must go to their lead-
ers for the great performance.

Over $800 dollars from the raffle was given to the P & C.
However they were most surprised and very grateful for
the amount of cakes and sandwiches donated by our la-
dies. The very hot day and maybe lack of signage meant

18th December 2009
Mandurah Community
Museum
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Holiday Homes and Shacks
of Mandurah 2010

Comparing Narrows Bridge to Mandurah bridge.

The Narrows Bridge was the first major public infrastruc-
ture to be built after World War Two was built from 1957
to 1959. Narrows was opened 13" November 1959 by
Sir Charles Gairdner, as a 4 lane bridge. It made history
being the largest precast, prestressed concrete bridge in
the world. Construction of the northern interchange for
this bridge necessitated the reclamation of a large
amount of land from the river. The structure was named
a national engineering landmark by the Institution of Engi-
neers, Australia, in November 1999. Plans for a second
Narrows Bridge were mooted during the 1970s, but did
not eventuate and it was thought in the late 1990s to be
the busiest section of freeway in the country. Work com-
menced on a second bridge in the last days of the 20"
Century and early this decade a railway bridge was con-
structed through the middle of both bridges.

In 2009 it was estimated that the Narrows, how expanded
to a second bridge carries 180,000 vehicles per day.

As previously written the first bridge at Mandurah town
was constructed in 1894 at a site previously used as a
ferry crossing. That bridge was replaced in 1953 with a 2
lane bridge and also like the Narrows a new method of
bridge building.

In 2006, traffic over Mandurah bridge was estimated at
12,000 per day.

Above photo of Perth looking to Narrows, taken early am 2001,

go

Doug Heedes . (problems building the bridge?) Not with first generation of digital camera to use floppy disc.
really, therebés only one tf|i Belowphote of ManduramByidge fipm Dairymple Ratk takge r e
driving one of the piles, it snapped off, so they had to 2003 with first generation digital camera to use card.
drive another one, so if o] ook at the piles in ine
see oneds on a bit of a s||ape, because they coul dnot
down because of the pile was there under water, so they
had it on a bit of a slopef |éé.
é...After the piles were diriven into the river bed, I
join extra pieces of rod to hold the concrete going across
the bridge. | had just tacked the rod on when | slipped
so grabbed the rod for support but it broke and | landed
in the rivero.

Tales of Christmas Past:  Liza Morgan. (interviewed 1994 by John Price)

Oh, we thought it was | ovely. We used to come eve
wigz, down too. My aunt from Beaconsfield, wedd al/l g atylge r

days, all school holidays. The first thing we used to look for when we come down here, was where the bar
opened. Because it used to open at a different place nearly every year.

It was not where it is now.
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