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Friends of Mandurah Community Museum Newsletter.

Issue Christmas 2008.

Cooper’s Mill.

Our recent Mu-|
seum Volunteer
Christmas  field
trip took us on an |
historical  tour g
around the Peel
Inlet, taking in
some of the his-
toric sites around
this  remarkable
body of water. No
tour such as this
could fail to include Cooper's Mill on
Cooleenup Island at the mouth of the
Murray River. Stopping off at the island
allowed many of us, including myself, to
have their first visit to this building which
looms large in the history of the Peel re-
gion.

Many of us are familiar with the basic out-
line of the mill's construction and its early
history while in the hands of the Cooper
family. Joseph Cooper and his family
came to the Swan River colony in 1830 as
independent settlers who, arriving with
funds and farming implements, were allo-
cated 840 acres of land in line with the
existing land regulations. Cooper selected
675 acres close to Pinjarra, but was un-
able to occupy his grant until 1836 due to
the opposition of local Aboriginals. His
success as a wheat farmer lead him to
construct the mill in 1843, a difficult task
when stone needed to be cut and trans-
ported from the far side of the Estuary.

From Nobby Coopers Oral History, “they
carted the stone to build the Mill from
across the Estuary. They used to go
across in the land breeze and came back
with the sea breezes. They had a flat bot-
tom boat and they carted all the stone
across from the Estuary across the other
side of the Estuary, built it.”

R
i

ittt n

The mill was still not complete when Jo-
seph Cooper was killed in a bullock cart
accident on Old Coast Road in 1847. His
sons Thomas and James inherited the
mill, and with help from Dan Myerick and
Josiah Stinton, finished the work. Stinton’s
experience as a miller helped the young
men in getting the business started.

The mill's position at the mouth of the
Murray helped the mill's sails catch the
prevailing easterly, and especially, west-
erly winds blowing across the estuary. It
also allowed farmers both on the Estuary
and along the Murray river to transport
their wheat to the mill via water, the only
effective means of transport for heavy
goods in the early years of the Peel. In
turn, flour could be shipped from the mill to
Fremantle and Perth.

(see next page
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MDO Report In many ways, Christmas has come early
this year for the Museum. To add to the excitement of the
festive season, notification has been received that we
were successful in our application for $15,000 in the 2008
round of the Lotterywest Interpretation of Cultural Heri-
tage Grants. These funds will be used to implement a
project where we will consult widely with all those associ-
ated with the Museum, display designers, and an inter-
pretation specialist to put together and implement a plan
for the revamping and improvements of the displays and
interpretation in our remaining older galleries. It's good to
know that Museums Australia and Lotterywest have faith
and confidence in us both as a group and an organisation
to support us in our ongoing efforts to improve the way in
which we display and interpret Mandurah’s history.

We'll be working again with Creative Spaces to design
the physical housing for the displays, interpretive panels,
and overall gallery design. Interpretation consultant Jenny
Nichol will be assisting us and Creative Spaces in this
process. It's going to be an exciting time when we kick off
the process as this project will determine the shape our
Museum for the foreseeable future, something which we
have all been looking forward to.

| couldn't finish without thanking everyone who has
helped in the grant writing process, especially Sarah who
has put so much into this successful application. We all
have reason to feel proud of this result.

Following on from the update in the last newsletter, the
first round selection of trees to be placed on the signifi-
cant tree register was passed by the Council on the 4" of
November. This marks the completion of the first phase of
the register’s development, with other rounds of additions
to the register to occur in the future. Some trees expected
to be entered during this round have been deferred for
the time being. One of these was the large sheoak next to
the Mewburn centre.

Another significant upshot from the work done on the reg-
ister is the accurate plotting of the lot boundary for 2 Man-
durah Terrace. Survey work was undertaken and its has
been found that the large date palms and Norfolk Island
pine on the edge of the estuary are on council land and
thus safe in any future plans for the lot.

A project which the Museum has been involved in over
the last few months is the Wayfinding Strategy for the
Mandurah Central Business District. This is a result of
funding that was obtained by the Mandurah Ocean Ma-
rina. Why is this of interest to us? Because it also works
the other way around! It will allow those visiting the ma-
rina to find their way down to the CBD and the Museum.
A series of aluminium signs with laminated maps will be
placed throughout the marina and at selected location in
the CBD. Each one of these will not only feature the loca-
tion of the Museum, but also other heritage sites in the
map area such as Hall's Cottage. With this project also in
the offing for the New Year, the Museum and Friends
group have an active and exciting time ahead of them.

Once again, let me wish all volunteers,
Friends, and everyone associated with the
Museum and what we do
a very wonderful Christ-
mas and a Happy New
Year. Nicholas.

Cooper’s Mill (continues)

Development, however, was soon to see the mill lose its
advantages in terms of location and access. As more land
around Pinjarra was opened up to wheat production, the
town became the focus of milling. Roads were improved
and bridges constructed allowing road transport to re-
place shipping. The ever unpredictable bar at the Estuary
mouth only added to the growing preference for road
transport.

1860 saw the Cooper brothers install a steam engine in a
purpose built brick building adjoining the mill. But even
the improved efficiency of steam power replacing sails
was not able to halt a gradual decline. A flood engulfed
the mill in 1862, an event from which the mill never fully
recovered. The end came in 1865, and almost as if to
prove the point of Pinjarra’s growing status as the heart of
farming in the region, Captain Fawcett of Pinjarrah Park
bought the Cooper’s steam engine to power his own mill.

Thus Cooper’s mill came to the end of its time as a work-
ing granary. But its fascinating history doesn't stop there.
In our next newsletter I'll outline the colourful characters
and events associated with the site in its later years.

Nick Reynolds.

Following our call for information relating to Mary Lyon
we have been able to contact her and obtain some more
of her memories in an Oral History. Reproduced below
with Mary’s permission is an article written

by her about the;- &,
| was a child during World War Two attend-

ing the only school in the tiny fishing village
of Mandurah.

My father was a returned soldier from World

War One. My brother was in the RAAF and my sister in
the AWAS. Consequently | was a very patriotic child and
began to wonder what | could do for the war effort. To-
gether with five or six friends from school | formed a
group called the Coloured Star Club — each of the mem-
bers wearing a different coloured tin star made by my
father. Our aim was to raise money for the Camp Com-
forts fund which provided some home comforts to the
men at war.

For many years we worked tirelessly all day Saturday, in
all weathers, collecting and selling anything we could get
our hands on including bottles, papers, firewood, pot
plants, jams, vegetables, cakes, etc. After dragging our
little wooden cart long distances to get rid of our produce,
we would sit down and count our money. Every penny
was entered in a book by the Hon. Secretary and when,
after many weeks we had a total of £10; two of us would
go to a meeting of the Camp Comforts Committee and
hand over the money.

We were a happy little band, proud & enthusiastic in our
work. By the end of the war we had collected over £200.
The people of Mandurah highly commended our mem-
bers and, in recognition of our efforts, we were taken to
Perth for a couple of days. For most of us, who at age 14
years had never been out of Mandurah, it was marvellous
to see so many wonders. | still have my little tin coloured
star. Mary Lyon (nee Davey)
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We are looking for past students, teachers, photos and

memorabilia of the school to help celebrate.
If you can help with this, or are interested in coming to a
reunion sometime next year,
Please leave your details at the Museum
3 Pinjarra Road, Mandurah or please contact

Eleanor Kay Ph 9581 9607
20 Carrick Cross, Greenfields 6210
Or preferably email me

oldmandurah@msn.com

Oral History for 2008. This year has been an extremely
busy time for us in part due to some extra funding avail-
able which has made it possible to transcribe the memo-
ries of more people over the 12 to 18 month period. Most
of the interviews are now in digital medium.

Interviewed during this year are 16 people for a total of 26
hours of recordings, this represents a total of approxi-
mately 8 hours per hour of recording which includes both
the interview time, transcription time, and the revision and
folder preparation times. It must be remembered that we
could not have attempted such a major effort without the
paid assistance of a transcriber. To be able to turn
around projects such as this without help would be impos-
sible.

It is possible to be able to quantify the value monetarily,
what there is no way to quantify is the time which is so
generously given to the museum by the interviewee and
their family. Without fail we are received with open arms
and made a ‘member of the family’.

Of course there is no way any Council could pay the
costs to obtain oral histories and the time which is so gen-
erously given by unpaid oral historians, transcribers and
others is immeasurable and also invaluable. Jan Baker.

Education Matters.

Surprisingly, children know a lot about the olden days by
watching cartoons. I'm amazed when an eight year old
can tell me what a bellows was used for. When | enquire
how they know, the answer is usually, ‘from The Simp-
sons’. The good thing about cartoons is they can show
how something worked and that gave me an idea.

Since we've been successful in our application for fund-
ing the development of an interpretation plan, there will
be the opportunity to design exhibits with children in mind.
And what children like to do is do. Students like to talk on
the telephone, write their name on the typewriter, or play
with the wooden toy model exhibit. If we had replicas or
models with moving parts then children could see how it
worked. | imagine a walk trail for children that takes them
around the museum, stopping at signposts that indicate
spots where there is something to touch. I'd aim to pick
objects that illustrate Mandurah’s history in some way
and let children explore on their own.

My Christmas Wish List:

* 1d like a rowing machine set inside an old fishing boat

to simulate rowing across the estuary the way Smoky
Joe used to. A map of the estuary with a moving
marker would show your progress and you could
change the wind speed to mimic different conditions.

I'd like a model of a mia mia and an area with building
materials so that children could have a go at making
their own.

I'd like a model of a blacksmith’s forgery that showed
how the components worked. | there was a way to
make cans, using replicas of the Dawe’s equipmen,
then | would have that too.

In the schoolroom | would like a display case with
openings so that visitors could put their hands in and
use pen and ink. The paper would be on a roll that
could be turned using a handle for the next person to
have a go. The pen and ink would be inside the cabi-
net so that the ink couldn't be picked up or tipped
over.

For those kids that want to know what the cane felt
like a simulated caning could be set up! The student
would put their hand out and recite the two times ta-
ble, if they' made a mistake it would trigger the cane to
whack them. If they're correct, then they would move
to the next times table.

In the lockup cells a sensor could be placed in the cell
that would trigger the door to close when someone
steps inside.

In the people gallery | would like a wardrobe with life
size photos of people set on rollers. When one is
rolled out a recording would be activated. Choosing
the excerpts would be the hardest.

“Kangaroo hunting | thoroughly enjoyed. It was man and
horse, boy and horse against a kangaroo and you'd just
gallop them down and hit them on the head with a stirrup
iron and bring them home and hang them up.” Owen
Tuckey.

...or would that quote suit the Environment Gallery? It
suggests a very different world than today’s!!

Sarah de Bueger
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Broome Museum. During the Oral History Conference
this year, we attended a session at this museum. | found

it so interesting that |
took the opportunity of
spare time on the day |
was to return to revisit
this little gem. Many
people within Mandurah
have probably taken
time to visit here while
travelling North during
winter.

The museum building was erected in the late 1890's and
in 1901 it became the general store for Newman Gold-
stein & Co. Customs moved into the current museum
building in 1910 and remained until 1979.

It was opened as the Museum in 1981 by the then Pre-
mier of WA, Sir Charles Court. Broome is extremely well
provided with a variety of historical areas and many of
these feature within the extensive displays in this mu-
seum.

Amongst these are of course the Pearling industry, which
leads into a diverse cultural area including many different
races which the Broome area appear to have embraced
with little difficulties. There are several well stocked dis-
play areas featuring pearling, diving & the pearl industry.

Broome is also the landing place for the telegraph cable
system which was to bring news to the State of Western
Australia in the late 19" and early 20™ century which
made the state independent of the Darwin cable (1899).
There are displays of telegraph equipment, telephone
equipment and information relating to these.

The Broome area also serviced for many years much of
what was required for the cattle industry situated inland
from the town.

There is much more history developing within Broome to
allow the continuing collection of information and artefacts
included would be, tourism, the use of Willy Creek area
for boat people and illegal fishing containment and of
course provision of education for those people situated in
the ‘top end'.

| would encourage people visiting Broome to include time
in their program to see the historic Broome museum and
its collections. Jan Baker.

Do you have any old typewriter ribbons tucked away

in a back room. We urgently need some to encour-
age children’s use of our typewriter. Can you spar e
one for us?

Comments made in our Visitors book.

Thank you Katie:

“ 1 always enjoy coming here to show visitors "
around.” ;

- and from visitors from Queensland

“It’s nice to learn the history of the Area”.

Nancy and Eddy are Volunteers of the year.

Above, long serving volunteer Nancy Taylor was this
year nominated by the museum for the volunteer awards
presented by Peel Volunteer Resource Centre and the
City of Mandurah at their annual breakfast to honour vol-
unteers, Nancy was a finalist for the major award.

Below , Eddy Bryant frequent volunteer at the museum
during the week was also nominated for the award.

Our Bumper Issue. Sadly due to having so many events
happening during this time we have been unable to pro-
vide you all with information relating to our Heritage His-
tory Boat Tour for volunteers.

This was provided by the City of Mandurah and is an an-
nual event to thank the volunteers while providing impor-
tant history information. We will feature this next issue.

"  From Neil Morfitt's Oral History.

-
“it was a funny thing that around about
Christmas time people wanted a new set
of teeth for Christmas, | don't know why

but they seemed to want, all

i they wanted for Christmas was their two

i

N
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‘Friends’ host Afternoon Tea for Oral History inter -
viewees. On November the 25" we invited all the peo-
ple who had freely given their time to interviews over the
preceding 12 months, these included interviewees, inter-
viewers, and transcribers. Also included in the invitation
were our subscribed ‘Friends’ and volunteers. We were
pleased to have 45 people attend many who received
their oral histories on the day and some who had already
been presented with them over the year.

Amongst the invitees were several people interviewed
over preceding years and it was delightful to see them
again and in some cases present them with copies of
their transcripts. These had not been typed up at the
time with only summaries being presented.

After the presentation we showed one of the ways which
we may use voices and memories obtained during our
interviews.  One of our interviewers Eleanor Kay
launched a request for assistance with the Hackett
Street 70 year anniversary next year and the museum
hopes to be involved in this, possibly by obtaining more
oral histories and providing historic memorabilia.

The afternoon tea was held in our schoolroom which at
times seemed full to overflowing with the tea and coffee
plus food being presented in the Environment Gallery.
We would like to acknowledge the plates of food pro-
vided by the Friends and Volunteers and also their assis-
tance in the catering arrangements. It proves we can do
it and do it well.

Pictured are several of our well known older Mandurah
residents and | believe they enjoyed catching up with
each other and reminiscing about a place which long ago
was such a small and vibrant community.

Esme Nobbs & Edna McGuire were interviewed duri@g&

Stan & Marjorie Dawe received copies of their Qi#tory
during the presentations.

Pictured, During presentations several older residents astl p

residents of Mandurah.
Isobel Borland, Hilda Cooper, Joan Gallop,
Clare Cavanagh, Elizabeth Sullivan, Neil Morfitt.

Pictured, Hilda Cooper, Joan Gallop & Elizabeth Sullivan
discuss raffle prize.

We are in debt to Colin Sullivan who under-
took to take photographs of all the people
attending.

As you can see the old schoolroom was full
of many past pupils and new friends of the
Museum.
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Volunteers visit Winjan Centre.  On the 14™ of October
we were privileged to be able to visit and talk to members
of the Indigenous people involved in this centre. Nicholas
arranged the visit with the help of Ken Gwyer supervisor
of the TAFE course. Isabel Ugle and Phillip Meares were
able guides and spoke on a variety of subjects. Phillip is
a member of a band which plays for ‘Welcome to Coun-
try’, and ‘Smoking’ ceremonies, and demonstrated the
Didgeridoo. Isabel has lived within the Mandurah area for
most of her life; she has exhibited her paintings and was
one of our recent oral history interviewees.

Our arrival was greeted with morning tea which was a
lovely spread, at the same time there was a display laid
out of bush tucker items, medicinal plants, snakes and
other items. There was also art on display. Following our
morning tea we were shown the making of a knife using
resin to glue the sharp rock to a stick and then taken on
the walk trail.

Isabel informed us that Winjan is a Community Centre
and all people of Mandurah are invited to think of it as
their Community Centre, whether Indigenous or other-
wise.

Mandurah Community Museum and its volunteers would
like to thank the people of the Winjan Centre for making
them so welcome and their patience in answering our
guestions.

Our Christmas tree. We moved to
our second house when | was 8 years
old, and our Grandparents moved into
it with us. The new house was much
bigger, a Federation style with 3 large
bedrooms and a vestibule. Having a
large family our house seemed al-
ways to have a few extra over Christ-
mas, including my father’s parents,
sometimes an uncle or two, and at

Chairperson’s Chatter: Christmas is a time when we
reflect on our friendships and our families. What has very
much become part of my life and family is the museum at
Mandurah and as | took a new volunteer around the mu-
seum the other day | was surprised at how much had
changed since | first started volunteering here.

Our exhibits are becoming more accessible and pleasant
to view, our information is readily available and certainly
the volunteers and staff at the museum is more knowl-
edgeable. What is hidden is the absolute pool of knowl-
edge of Mandurah which has been built up and on to our
many volunteers. Gone are the days of just being there
to assist the visitor to see around, within the museum is
an ants’ nest of ‘workers’ burrowing away at their various
tasks or interests.

The ‘Friends’ organisation is also evolving; our numbers
are increasing and it is now time to take on the challenge
of providing some needed items to the museum. At a
recent meeting it was decided that we would work to a
form of exhibit for the museum and that our time line
would ensure that we may present it towards the end of
next year.

Year 2009 is the 60" anniversary of the secession of
Mandurah from the Murray Roads Board and the com-
mencement of Mandurah Roads Board next door to the
museum site in the Agricultural Hall. It is therefore fitting
that we have decided that the exhibit we work towards
should in some way reflect and be dedicated to Dudley
Tuckey.

At our Oral History afternoon tea we commenced the
fundraising in a modest way by running a raffle of items
donated. This was very successful and we thank those
who took part in it and also our donors. We will run sev-
eral more raffles as we are able.

Next year we will undertake other events and more news
of these will come to you as they evolve. Jan Baker.

least once a whole family of cousins.

What our new house had was this lovely big pine tree just
outside an old garage. The tree had many branches, but
we didn’t do very much with it during most of the year.
Come November, or at the latest early December when
our house was alive with the smells of Christmas cakes
baking, or even mince pies being prepared we three chil-
dren started eyeing the pine tree. Which branch would
Dad choose to cut for our Christmas tree this year?
Would it be as big as last year?

We remembered the smell of the pine brought inside and
looked forward to decorating it. We didn’t have that many
decorations but | remember as a child making paper
chains and twisting crepe paper to put around the room
and around the tree. Old decorations we had came out
and were carefully placed on the tree by whoever could
reach the spot.

Once it was brought inside, you knew Christmas was
near and we started getting excited. Mum was not silly
enough to put the presents out early, she knew we were-
n't to be trusted, we could still dream and prowl around
wardrobe tops and other hiding places.

Our big old pine tree was not just a magnet for our de-
sires, many times people knocked on the door and asked
if they could have just a small branch (probably hoping for
bigger) and Dad had to be careful how much he gave
away, we needed the tree for next year!

My parents moved while | was in
Melbourne and the first Christ-
mas | spent back in Perth |
mourned the loss of our lovely
smelling pine Christmas tree.
Jan Baker .
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