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Volunteers line up at Yarloop.
Pictured, Rosemary Rana, Pat McDonald,
Lesley Turner, Colin Warne, Eddy Bryant.

At Mandurah Museum, Face painting
ushers in Christmas holidays for
children.

Enthusiastic children came into the mu-
seum to have their faces painted in the
first 2 weeks of the school holidays.

Favourites of the children included Bat-
man, Spiderman, butterflies and fairies.
Also popular were Christmas themes.

Favourites of the members of the museum
can be viewed below.

SciTech returns to Mandurah Museum.
The second portion of the Museum’s
highly successful school holiday pro-
gramme was held over the period of the
10" to the 19™ of January. This two week
period was the main focus of the pro-
gramme, which was added to due to the
extended length of these summer holidays
by the face painting which was held back in
mid-December. The sessions which were
held over the two weeks were facilitated by
SciTech, featuring two of their travelling
shows “The Science of Slime” and “Where
is Air?”

Previous to the shows, the Museum under-
took its most extensive advertising cam-
paign ever. The week before school fin-
ished in December, flyers advertising the
programme were distributed with the final
newsletter for the year of practically every
primary school in the Mandurah district. In
the two weeks leading up to the shows,
advertisements were taken out in both
leading Mandurah area papers. The results
of this were strong bookings for the
“Science of Slime” shows, which in turn
provided repeat bookings and word-of-
mouth promotion for the subsequent
“Where is Air?” show the following week.

The end result was that all sessions were
effectively booked out, and total atten-
dance over the two weeks amounted to
467 children.

(continued pge 2)
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Museum Development Officer.

The New Year has brought with it some welcome devel-
opments for the Museum. New volunteers are still stead-
ily joining us, and with the highly successful summer
school programme behind us, it's now time to proceed on
with the year’s projects.

One significant event which marries projects to new vol-
unteers has been the Museum’s darkroom. Leading on
from contact we made with the Peel Camera Club last
year, one of the members of this group, Trish Davies has
come on board at the Museum as our Darkroom Volun-
teer. Trish has had a long association with both photo-
graphic processing and museums, having worked in
museum darkrooms in the UK. The impressive amount of
experience that she brings us will be invaluable for the
Museum and the projects that we are currently undertak-
ing. Trish is starting off by initially doing a survey of the
darkroom and its equipment and ascertaining which items
of equipment we will retain and what new items we need
to purchase. Once this is done, she will completely reor-
ganise the space to allow a workflow that will be both safe
and efficient in the production of negatives and prints.

Once this is completed, members of the Camera Club
and other interested community groups will be able to
book the darkroom, using their own consumables or pay-
ing a fee for the use of chemicals and photographic paper
provided by us. Other projects that Trish has lined up in-
clude the indexing and storage of the negatives from the
Roy Whitehead photographic collection.

This is just one example of the many projects that are
now, thanks to our volunteers, up and running. Progress
is a credit to the whole museum team and makes a great
start to 2006, ensuring that this year will be our best yet.

Sci-Tech returns to Mandurah Museum. ( from pge 1)

The shows themselves were excellent, giving both
entertainment and education to the children in an exciting
and interactive format with hands-on activities that
ensured there was never a dull moment during the
presentation! Without a doubt, this marked the most suc-
cessful school holiday program that the Mandurah
Community Museum has ever undertaken.

For those going on line to check out
our new website, take a look at John
Beeton'’s ‘storyline’ project on Thomas
Peel, for students.

Over the last several months, John
has investigated Thomas Peel, and
provided the graphics and pictures for

this item. With assistance, words
have been written to stimulate further research by young
students an area of vital importance to the Peel Region.

Not to rest on his ‘laurels’ John is now planning a second
item which could be presented in the website.

Looking forward to your next project, congratulations
John.

Magical History Tour, Volunteers Outing November
2005. Wayne Beardmore.

Eighteen volunteers in company with Museum Develop-
ment Officer, Nicholas Reynolds, departed the museum in
a small bus at 9.15am on Friday 25" November, with full
anticipation of an interesting sortie.

We progressed along Pinjarra Road to the accompani-
ment of an interesting commentary provided by Jan
Baker, bringing attention to, in most cases, areas that
previously housed historical precincts.:-The drive-in
theatre, old dairy farm, aboriginal fish trap.

Reaching Pinjarra we turned down the South West High-

way and briefly paused at Waroona where our driver at-
tempted to persuade us to visit a second-hand/antique
shop. Unfortunately time did not allow for this diversion so
temptation to our pockets was averted.

10.00am saw our arrival on schedule at the Yarloop Ma-
chinery Museum. Details of our visit and accompanying
sumptuous morning tea are subject of a separate report.

12.00 midday and we were back on the bus for our flight

to Lake Clifton. However before departing all partook in
liquid refreshments that had kindly been provided by the
Museum. Unfortunately, due to a malfunctioning con-
tainer, those looking for the hard stuff were deprived of
their H20.

Apparently one volunteer was so impressed with Yarloop
and the surrounding district that she was considering
packing up and moving to the district, until she discovered
that the mining had poisoned the surrounds.

Onward we drove, across the coastal plain, then veered
north and at approximately 1.00pm we arrived at Lake
Clifton. The excitement was near overpowering with com-
ments overheard such as: “Where are the toilets?”
“When is lunch?” “Aren’t there a lot of midges?” “What
are the things we're looking for?” “lI can’'t see anything”
“Is that what they are?” “Look cowpats”

Yes, all agreed we were privileged to have experienced
such closeness with such old growths. Are they really
Thrombolites or are they just Woggaal eggs?

With the thrill of experiencing Lake Clifton and its sur-
rounds over, we took a leisurely walk to Lake Bouvarde
Winery to partake of luncheon. Wine tastings were
available for the non-temperance few, which led to the
purchase by some, of beverages to enhance the meal.

Our hosts freshly barbequed for us a choice of meat,
chicken or fish which was partaken with a splendid array
of salads. This was followed by a choice of sweets.

Having been satisfactorily fed we again boarded our
coach, if somewhat behind schedule, to return via
Morfitt's Cave, the freshwater spring and Dawesville.

Unfortunately, not having precise knowledge of the
location of the first two, the tour guide directed the driver,
as best he could, pointing out two sites that could have
been those sought, but left the challenge to organisers of
the 2006 outing to verify their locations.

A fraction after 4.00pm the tour arrived back at the mu-
seum, to the tumultuous reception of friends and rela-
tives. By all accounts, a good day was had by all who
vowed never to allow the organiser to put together
another outing.......... Editor's comment. Not so,

the Organiser did a great job!
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Education Matters.

As part of the “Museum without Walls” initia-
tive, the Education Website was launched on
Wednesday 25" January at the Museum to a receptive
gathering of Education Representatives, Museum Volun-
teers, and Council Staff. The Mayor welcomed guests
before they were given an introduction and a ‘tour’ of the
website, which has been developed to promote educa-
tional opportunities at the museum and to improve access
to information about the museums’ services.

The website includes information for the general public
about visiting the museum, including open hours and

location, and also specific information for teachers and
students. Teachers are able to download lesson plan
templates and other materials from the website to aid
them in preparation for school excursions to the museum.

Students are also encouraged to access the website and
view the image gallery containing some pictures from the
museums historic photographic collection. Other features
of interest include an animated story of Thomas Peel as
an introduction to the European settlement of the Peel
Region and information on Museum School Holiday
Programs with photos of exciting activities from our recent
visit by Scitech Roadshow!

The website is designed to be accessible by all members
of our community and all age groups. Information on the
“Friends of the Museum” is available on the website with
recent newsletters providing a summary of activities un-
dertaken by the group and other heritage related matters.
An online booking form for Educational or Community
Groups can be utilised conveniently by people interested
in planning a visit to the museum.

The Website can be viewed at:-
www.mandurahcommunitymuseum.org

The website address will be included in favourites on all
computers.

After the success of Christmas Holiday Programs,
watch this space for Easter Holiday Programs.

Museum Volunteers Visit to Yarloop Workshops.

On Friday 25" November nineteen volunteers and staff
from the Mandurah Community Museum visited the Work-
shops as part of their annual Xmas outing. The visit
began with a sumptuous morning tea in the replica store.

We then gathered in the shop area where Fred Curran,
our guide, began by giving us a brief history of the Work-
shops highlighting the central role they played in the op-
erations of Millars Timber & Trading Company.

The name Yarloop was also explained. Originally the
area was known as yard-loop, a turn-around point for the
engines and wagons for the main township of Wagerup.
When the Workshops were built there, they needed to be
distinguished from the main township and hence Yarloop.

Before proceeding through the Workshops, Fred offered
the ladies the opportunity of listening to oral history tapes
made by a former resident and describing life as a child in
Yarloop. All, however, joined the tour and enjoyed this
fascinating step into the past.

We started in the Saw Shop with an explanation of the
work of the ‘Saw Doctors’ and the skilled task of keeping
these savage saw blades sharp. Similar explanations
were given for the other areas of the complex — The Ma-
chinery Shop with rows of lathes and other metal working
machines; the Pattern Shop, with its wall of pigeon-holes
crammed with patterns; the Blacksmith’s area with the
forge, heavy iron tongs, hammers and the outside
quenching pond; the Steam Museum, with working mod-
els of steam engines from other workshops and even the
Chaff -Shed which housed chaff for the work-horses used
in hauling logs and other heavy machinery.

The large pole-mounted bell from an American locomo-
tive was rung by one member as we walked along the
railway tracks between buildings.

We saw the single men’s quarters in a neat row behind
the Workshops. It was an experience to see the condi-
tions under which people lived and worked — the sand,
the sawdust, the smell of oil and grease. One could
imagine the noise of whirring belts, the hammering of
metal, the hiss of steam, the scream of saws and the jud-
dering of shunting wagons.

It was a most successful visit and appreciated by all.
With special thanks to Fred Curran.

Pat McDonald

The above photo and others from SciTech attendan@an
also be viewed on the new Museum Website.

Channel Seven Crab Fest Mandurah 2006
11" and 12™ March
10:00am-9:00pm Saturday and 10:00am-5:00pm Sunday
(See accompanying flyer for Crab Fest.)
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Spotlight on Volunteers.

Pat & Malcolm McDonald. With Pat &
Mal. We have been extremely lucky in
having two very long standing volun-

teers. They have been
coming to the museum
one Sunday a month for
at least 5 years. They

also have an interest in
SciTech where they also volunteer. (See
also Pat’s article relating to our visit to
Yarloop in this issue.

Margaret Green. (See Photo and article below) Marg. is
also a very long serving volunteer, she assists on special
occasions while being a valuable weekend member of the
team. Margaret's interest in history also sees her as a
Committee member of the Historical Society and also an
office bearer in the Peel Chapter of Museums Australia.

Eddy Bryant. (See Photo and article below) Eddy has
been helping at the museum for over two years and has
assisted with the collection of the loose leaf filing/ infor-
mation collection. Recently he has also helped in photo-
copying much of the collection of loose leaf filing which
Frank Semmens so carefully collected in scrapbooks over
the years.

Jan Baker. (Myself - your editor). Initially | became inter-
ested with oral histories, later assisting Ros Hicks and at
the changeover to Karina Lamb. | continue to have a
great interest in Oral Histories, although not as much
time. | also assist the Museum Development Officer in
orientating new volunteers and coordination of volunteers.

O00DO0Do0ODo0ODooDooDooooooooDooooooaoaoaog

Volunteers attend MAP course.

Last year 2 volunteers were sponsored to attend the
Museum Assistants Program in Perth. This excellent
course is run to instruct museum volunteers and
workers in a variety of skills necessary to the
management of museums, especially small ones.

Margaret Green and Eddie Bryant (Photos opposite)
were enthusiastic attendees at the 2005 course and
came back to us with a greater understanding on
managing artefacts and other areas at the museum.

To complete their course and attain a certificate it
was necessary for them to present to an audience
some form of instruction. This they ably did on Feb-
ruary 14™ giving us an insight into handling objects
and artefacts in a safe manner . Congratulations
Margaret and Eddie on receiving your certificate.

00o0oo0oo0o0o0D0d0oofdooo0oooboodooodoaoao
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Celebration of Volunteers, new to Museum in 2005.

We would like to celebrate the volunteers who have
joined us in 2005. All are taking part in ongoing projects
at the same time as learning much about the history of
Mandurah.

Assisting visitors to the museum while rewarding, also
increases the knowledge of the region of all volunteers.

Mandurah Community Museum welcomes the following
volunteers:-

Wayne & Dianne Beardmore
Maria Dickinson

John Beeton
Marilyn Giles

Jean Lane Susan Lawson
John Proctor Also rejoining us in 2006,
Liz Leahy.

We hope to bring you more information about these
volunteers in coming months.
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lunteers of the Museum meet every second
uesday of the month at 10 am.

Friends meeting follows the Volunteer meeting
at 11am, all who wish to are invited to attend.
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