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Electrical Power in Mandurah . Electricity
first came to Perth in 1893, and electric
powered trams were already in use just
prior to the turn of the century. Kalgoorlie,
so distant to Perth, had electricity by 1910,
possibly another item powered by the gold
boom.

Pinjarra, after discussions, resourced their
own Electric Light Board, turning on ex-
perimental lights on Anzac Day 1927.
Power was managed by Pinjarra Electric
Light Board with two councillors sitting on
this Board. Pinjarra hospital was con-
nected in 1929, and the Electric Light
Board was sold to a private operator in
1930. The operator made improvements
to the supply, and some labour saving de-
vices such as vacuum cleaners and irons
were able to be used by the housewives of
the day. In 1936 the Pinjarra electric light
supply was upgraded and wireless came
to town. The coronation of Edward VI
was able to be heard.

In 1932 the Murray Roads Board granted
a concession to the Mandurah Electric
Light and Power Co. to establish a plant in
Mandurah. Owners of the concession
were William White and Patrick (Bill) Fitz-
Gerald. It is believed the supply of electric-
ity actually commenced in 1933 and was
from direct current (DC). They had 5 con-
sumers at commencement. In 1934 the

partnership of the two men was dissolved [

and Bill FitzGerald became the sole
owner. Bill married his wife Patricia in
January 1935 and brought her down to

Mandurah to live. By 1938 electricity had §

been laid on to the Peninsula Hotel and
moves were in train to connect up a few
houses on Halls Head. In the following
year a 24 hour service was provided for
the town. Apparently Halls Head residents
had to wait, for the dilapidated state of the
Mandurah Bridge caused the authorities to
think twice about taking electric light wires
over it.

The State Electricity Commission (SEC) was
formed in 1945 following the sharp increase in
customers’ electricity demands after World
War Il. Its mission was to create a high-
voltage transmission grid with the ability to
carry power over long distances.

By 1951 the twenty years concession granted
to Mandurah Electric Light Company was
coming to an end and Bill & Pat FitzGerald
negotiated with the State Electricity Commis-
sion to purchase such equipment as would be
useful. At this time there were approximately
300 customers being supplied with both light
and power, the cost of power (5 pence) was
less than that of light (10 pence). During all
this time the form of electricity was Direct Cur-
rent.

With the advent of the State Electricity Com-
mission in Mandurah the power supply was
transferred to an Alternating Current (AC) and
this meant most houses within Mandurah re-
quired an upgrade of wiring to comply with the
changes. By 1957, four power stations in East
Perth, South Fremantle, Collie, and Bunbury
were linked to form the interconnected elec-
tricity grid through the southern region of the
state.

Support the Friends by attending
the Annual General Meeting, August
12th 2008, 11 am.
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From the MDO: Welcome one and all to the June issue
of our newsletter. It's times like these, when we sit down
and think about the events and achievements of the last
few months, that we realise how much we have done.
Both within and outside our “Museum without walls”
we’'ve all been working hard to raise our profile and en-
gage with our community.

Some recent work has been undertaken next to the bar-
racks wall on the Post Office side of the structure. It's
gratifying to see the Post Office take an interest in the
wall, with the structure actually straddling the boundary
between the old Digney’s lot and the Post Office. How-
ever, unfortunately, none of the work that has been un-
dertaken goes any way to stabilising the wall. A substan-
tial steel “brace” has been built at the western end of the
wall with the sole purpose being to ensure that any col-
lapse in this cracked end of the structure doesn’t fall on
Post Office property. More recently a colorbond fence
has been built around the legs of the brace, which has
been suggested might extend along the whole length of
the wall.

A final meeting was held between the MDO, the City’'s
Arts Development Officer and the Mirvac team oversee-
ing the final stages of their development at Stingray
Point. After a number of rounds of drafts and revisions,
Plan E have produced a final “Heritage Interpretation
Report” which will be used to inform artists tendering to
produce sculptures that reflect the heritage of the Sting-
ray Point site. Themes to be covered include the Indige-
nous stories of the point associated with the stump un-
derneath the Moreton Bay Fig, the Brookman era of the
site being a holiday home, the footbridge, and a more
contemporary period of the Peninsula Hotel's existence.
It will be interesting to see what the artist are able to
come up with.

The Mandurah Community Museum, as part of its ongo-
ing promotional strategy, has mounted another
new display in the Visitor's Centre. The display was de-
veloped from the highly successful exhibition that the
Museum conducted on the 1957 rescue of alocal boy
who became trapped in a water bore. The entire Man-
durah community of the time came together to rescue
the young boy in a marathon 23 hour effort that was cov-
ered by media from around the world. The Museum is
working together with the Visitor's Centre on this and
other displays to enhance the experience of Visitors to
Mandurah and promote the Museum further as a must-
see destination for any stay in Mandurah.
Nick Reynolds

Nick is on leave for a month, we all wish Kristi an d
he a Happy Holiday.

Education officer talks

If you have a passion for Mandurah and you
think that it's losing its soul, don’'t despair.
Come along to the Friends Annual General
Meeting and find out about plans to interpret
the museum collection and history of Man-
durah. Over the next few years the museum is
looking to bring the story of the town alive. Take
the opportunity to tell us what stories you think
could be told that capture Mandurah. Your
ideas will contribute to future interpretation pro-
jects. Come along with pictures, thoughts,
memories, ideas. Come along to meet other
people who are interested in Mandurah and its
history. Come along to listen, we’d love to have
your support.

Launch of Heritage Walk Brochure

On Wednesday the 5™ of May in the Rotunda on the
Foreshore, the Mayor Paddi Creevey launched the new
Heritage Walk brochure that has been prepared by the
museum. There were over 50 guests at the launch in-
cluding Hal Sutton, a Freeman of the City and Joan Gal-
lop, one of our oldest residents.

The Mayor spoke of the importance of appreciating and
celebrating our history and sharing it with visitors. After
the launch guest were invited to share refreshments at
the museum.

Stretch Festival & Archaeology week

(We really dug it!)

This year's contribution by the Museum to the City's
Stretch arts festival was our most successful yet. Dubbed
“The Art of Archaeology”, the project involved a commu-
nity fun day and test excavation to locate the remnants of
the original 1850s Police Barracks in Dalrymple park, next
to the Museum. The site of the former barracks was pin-
pointed by Dr Shane Burke in his archaeological report
that formed part of the conservation plan which was
drawn up for the Museum precinct in 2007. From his con-
fidence in pinpointing the location for the barrack’s foun-
dation to within one metre, we were able to propose a dig.
Gaye Nayton, a professional archaeologist who was also
the coordinator of WA'’s contribution to National Archae-
ology Week was able to include the barracks dig as part
of the week’s programme, despite it running a few weeks
early! Under Gaye's direction, the dig took place on the
3" and 4™ of May with community volunteers ably assist-
ing in the task. Archaeology based activities for children
were also provided in the park, which many family groups
enjoyed over the weekend. By the time the dust had set-
tled on Sunday evening, the dig had successfully located
the foundation and rubble from the barracks. Glass and
nails dating to the 1850s-60s helped to prove the site’s
age. Other material recovered included jewellery, a coin,
slate pencils from the building’s time as a school, and
pieces of clay smoking pipes. A full report on our discov-
eries will be delivered to us shortly by Gaye, and I'll let
everyone know of the detailed findings when they come
in.
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The Museum and the Friends of the Museum would

like to acknowledge the following long term residen ts
of Mandurah who have kindly agreed to be inter-

viewed for Oral Histories over the past several

months. They include:

To add to our Indigenous To add to our Pioneers of

Collection. Peel, Peel in the Mid-
Twentieth Century.

* Harry Nannup. * Hilda Cooper.

*  Gloria Kearing. * Kath Reynolds.

* David Nannup. *  Derise & Roy Caddy.

* Lorna Little. * Marge Bromley.

* Richard Walley. *  Marge Tills.

*  Clarrie Walley. * Kath Reynolds.

* Arnold Franks. * |sabel Borland.

* |sabel Ugle. *  Joan Gallop &

Assisting with this collection * Meg Sutton.

*  Bill McLarty. * Jim Marsh.

* Brian & Edith Coffee. *
* Ross Walmsley.

Vale Pat Harrison, died 26" December 2007.

Pat Harrisson was the wife of Bill FitzGerald who ran the
first Power Station and Iceworks in Mandurah. Pat came
down to live in Mandurah in 1935 and spent the next 19
years helping Bill, managing the books for the company.

| was privileged to interview Pat in 2004 just after her 90"
birthday, and became much interested in her life story
and that of her work with Bill in the power station. Her
stories added flesh to our knowledge of power within
Mandurah and she told them with humour and generosity.

While the couple did not become very involved within the
community and its social life it is easy to understand why.
From the second year of its operation, Bill was managing
the business on his own; initially they provided power until
12 midnight, and then later 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Pat recalled that Bill never went to bed before 12
midnight as he needed to gradually phase the engines
down until finally just a very small motor was left running.

Rarely did Pat & Bill eat before 9pm; Pat laughingly said
she wasn't allowed to cook too early using electricity due
to the higher demand for it between 6 and 8 pm. They
lived one block of land from the station and worked long
hours together. During some of the war years Pat herself
ran the Power Station while Bill served with the R.A.A.F,
eventually when the war was winding down and the de-
mand for electricity increased they were able to arrange
for Bill to be manpowered out and return to Mandurah.

The following years were of growth within Mandurah, peo-
ple had returned from the war and the FitzGeralds
needed to increase their electricity production enormously
leading to the purchase of several more engines.

By 1951 the twenty years concession granted to Man-
durah Electric Light Company was coming to an end and
Bill & Pat FitzGerald negotiated with the State Electricity
Commission to purchase such equipment as would be
useful. After selling the Power Station, working equip-
ment and several years later the ice works, the couple
travelled overseas. Returning to Perth Bill again became
involved in a power station in Gin Gin and they ran this for
18 years until in turn this concession ended and the SEC
took it over. Bill died in 1973.

Pat married again in 1980 and her second husband died
in 1997. It was after this that she returned to live in Park-
land Villas. My last contact with Pat was to wish her a
happy 93" birthday and bon voyage on her trip around
Australia.

Bill White and Bill FitzGerald during building ohe Mandurah
Power Station, 1932.
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Tales of Times Past.

This is a Program for older people to go into schools and
tell some of our stories from when we were children — of
our schooldays, the games we played, excursions we
went on, our hobbies etc. The program runs for 18 weeks,
and in that time we visit several schools in the district and
speak to children from the classes of years 1 to 12. The
program is being run in several different places in the
metropolitan area and is under Library Services Direction.
Vasanti Sunderland is the driving force behind us all and
keeps us on the right track.

The first of our visits was at the Riverside Primary School
on Thursday 27™ April and lasted from 9.30 until 12.30.
We were all very nervous but once in the classroom with
the children the nervousness vanished, as the children
were delightful. In each room there were two of us and
once we started our story the children made it so much
easier by asking questions, and from these questions
other points came into the story. So our half hour of "story
telling “ passed very quickly.

The following week we received letters from a lot of the
children asking us to “come again” and one of the teach-
ers was heard to remark that she wished we could stay all
day — her class was so quiet !!

Our next visit is to the Baptist College in Halls Head and
hopefully we will get the same response as at the River-
side School.

Ruth Watson.

Mala is Mature Aged Learning Association
and they run courses in Mandurah, of note
to all interested in the :-

History of Mandurah.

The second Semester commencing 11" August
and there will be a course on the

“History of the Peel Region .

The course will involve 10 x 1% hour lectures
over a 10-week period on a Monday. The
course will be presented by Peter Reynolds,
who is a Historian/Geographer/Social Scien-
tist recently retired from lecturing at Edith
Cowan University and who resides in the Peel
Region. Interested people should contact
Hazel or Joe from MALA on 95355207 for
enrolment details.

Annual General Meeting

11am Tuesday August 12th
Mandurah Community Museum

* Find out about how the Friends
group support the museum

* Discuss future directions

«  Committee positions election

* and more...to be announced

A notice will be sent early August. Please
contact the museum if you would like to
add anything to the agenda.

Phone 9550 3680

In 2005, in conjunction with our 175 celebrations we
launched the “Friends of the Mandurah Community Mu-
seum”. While the processes weren’'t completed at that
time we now are required to run an Annual General Meet-
ing every year.

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum assist the Mu-
seum on attending functions, contributing to these either
with assistance or food and also assist with fund raising
for specific projects. While currently we are a small band
we also aim to grow the ‘Friendship” in tandem with the
museum to create a vibrant and viable group.

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on the 12th of
August, at 11am. We are asking all our Friends and Vol-
unteers to come to this and assist us to grow the organi-
sation.
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