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Below, Rapt in Raptors. 
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School Holidays in April.  

Our Easter “Bush Heritage” School holiday pro-
gram had a fantastic community response, with 
the Environment gallery being full to the brim 
with nature lovers eager to share the experi-
ence.  CALM’s ‘Nearer to Nature’ carer “Sue” 
shared a wealth of information on how to care 
for our gorgeous native animals in the morning 
“Meet the Marsupials”, also giving the children 
an opportunity to cuddle the Joeys and  
experience nature ‘up close’.  

The very knowledgeable “Rapt in Raptors”  
carers gave our afternoon sessions some  
fascinating facts and figures on the attributes of 
majestic hunting birds and enchanted the audi-
ence with live presentations of injured birds 
which have been rescued and nursed back to 
health.  Many thanks to all the volunteers who 
assisted in making the Easter School holiday 
program a success, and also those who came 
along and enjoyed the shows! 
 

School Holiday program for 
July.  The next round of School 
Holidays in July are rapidly ap-
proaching.  The Museum has 
invited representatives from Chal-
lenger TAFE Kadadjiny Mia –
Centre for Aboriginal Learning to 
present Indigenous Heritage in 
the form of  dot-painting for eve-
ryone to enjoy. 

Please refer to the promotional 
poster for times and we hope to 
see you again for some colourful 
fun and inspiration next school 
holidays!  Nyree Payne. 
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Mandurah Community Museum,     
Welcomes Volunteers 

 
If you are interested please talk to  

Nicholas Reynolds, 9535 9511 
 

Or 
Call in and see how friendly we are! 
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Volunteers of the Museum meet every second 
Tuesday of the month at 10 am.   
 
Friends meeting follows the Volunteer meeting 
at 11am, all who wish to are invited to attend. 

Oral History Course.     Commencing in May, the Museum 
ran an Oral History Course with a specific plan to com-
mence a project targeting the “Borehole Rescue” in 1957.  
More information on this project later in the newsletter.  
We did not largely advertise this course, targeting instead 
volunteers and other people who indicated an interest in 
undertaking a course.  

For me it was a chance to trial a program I had devised of 
accelerated learning in interviewing techniques for a spe-
cific project.  I have undertaken several Oral History 
courses, attended seminars on it and also have under-
taken quite a few Oral Histories, taking them from start to 
finish, including summarising and presenting.  The major-
ity of these histories are held within the Museum. 

I wanted to provide a method of training which promotes 
confidence in interviewing without overwhelming atten-
dees with too much information. The plan is to do the 
course, then provide extensive on-site assistance when 
the attendees commence their own interviews. 

Taking an Oral History should not be hard, in our every-
day lives we all do this to a greater or lesser degree when 
meeting new people. 

This is the ‘Who, Why, When, What, and How.  Think 
about it when next you sit having a conversation – if you 
aren’t getting enough information and your interest is 
sparked, all the above words are what you will use to find 
out more. 

So what was left to learn, the equipment, but then again – 
most of us over the years have recorded a cassette, know 
how to start, pause, stop etc.  For an Oral Historian the 
rest of the information they need is how to establish or 
enhance the quality of the recording to ensure others lis-
tening find it an informative & pleasurable experience. 

The final and probably most important point is to ensure 
the end result is something the interviewee (and inter-
viewer) can be proud of, that the whole process has been 
enjoyable, and that the information obtained is of value. 

I enjoyed conducting this course and would like to thank 
the six attendees for being such wonderful ‘students’, I 
think it was good fun with positive outcomes.  We will be 
repeating this course on a Thursday and opening it to the 
public, at the same time we will be advertising for people 
who took part in the Borehole Rescue to submit their 
names for possible interviewing.  Jan Baker. 

Following the successful January 
launch of the Museum Education 
Website, I was invited to deliver a 
presentation of the website at the 
Peel School Principals meeting in 
May.  Twenty-three Principals and 
Deputies were present to view and 
provide comments on the website, 
with a very positive response.   
Requests for information packs 
including the Children’s Map and 
Stretch Festival postcards came 
thick and fast as the Principals 
were eager to pass on recommen-
dations for excursions to the  
Museum to their staff.    

The website promotional bookmarks were also show-
cased and will be distributed to all Primary Schools in the 
Mandurah Region in the next few weeks.  The Museum 
Education Website can be viewed at 
www.mandurahcommunitymuseum.org.  Nyree Payne. 

Education Website presentation to School Principals , 
From the Education Officer. 
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Book Report. UWA’s One Book.  Everyman’s Rules 
for Scientific Living.  By Carrie Tiffany.  

First up I must say that under normal circumstances I 
would not have been attracted to read the book.  The 
cover is a little boring, and the title leaves you thinking it 
is a scientific manual.  Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

Set post the First World War, and also during the Depres-
sion, leading into the Second World War, it tells a simple 
story in with a variety of perspectives. 

The first part of the story tells of the Better Farming Trains 
which ran through Victoria (and possibly other states ran 
a similar one), with the vision of teaching the man on the 
land how to persuade better crops from their land and 
animals.  The train also provided education for the 
farmer’s and townspeople’s wives on baby care, cooking 
and sewing.  The set up was quite formal, with lectures 
etc provided in train ‘classrooms’, crops being raised on 
the train to illustrate benefits.  For those who are inter-
ested I was able to find out quite a bit on this on the inter-
net, and my husband had more information in a book he 
was reading. 

The heroine of the story was a seamstress and she mar-
ried a crop scientist, they planned to farm the perfect farm 
in the Mallee area of Victoria.  We all now know how hard 
it ended up being in that area.  Most farmers of that time 
and place being forced off their land and into huge debts, 
but for this young idealistic couple buying land, and farm-
ing there was an opportunity to prove to all the farmers 
what could be done with scientific methods. 

Times were hard, drought, (always a danger in Australia), 
lower rather than higher crops and mounting debts for all 
the farmers meant that soon their neighbours, people who 
had befriended them and followed their lead were forced 
off their farms with the area around them was fast turning 
into a dust bowl. 

How things worked out for our heroine is up to the reader 
to find out, however, we do know that today the Mallee 
produces much wheat and people 
have been able to access some forms 
of irrigation to assist in their cropping. 

The author of the book, Carrie Tiffany, 
while born in England grew up in WA, 
but now lives in Melbourne.  Her deci-
sion to write the book culminated from 
research done by her on the Better 
Farming Trains. 

Vale Beryl Slade. Volunteers would have seen 
in the Mandurah Mail in May an article relating to Beryl 
Slade who recently passed away. 

The article in the Mail writes about many of her 
achievements including her ‘doggedness’ in lobbying 
the council for a suitable building, this newsletter seeks 
to recognise her efforts specifically for the Mandurah 
Community Museum.  I was fortunate to interview Beryl 
late 2004 and ask her many questions about setting 
the museum up and people who had assisted in this 
endeavour. 

To quote Beryl’s own words “ We were wanting to 
find a place for meetings and the police had moved out 
of the complex where the museum is today and the 
council had said we could have, or they were thinking 
about letting us use the schoolroom, but the school-
room was not large enough for meetings.  So one day 
Wally, Mary and I were down there thinking about what 
could we do for a meeting place, and Wally said, “the 
door is open” so the three of us walked in, saw the size 
of the main room and decided an excellent place for a 
meeting.  And I’m going to be very cheeky here, we 
squatted in the schoolroom and eventually the council 
said we could use it, I’m afraid we forced them into it.” 

Relating to the Megamouth replica.  “Well it was built in 
the old Methodist church at corner of, opposite Coles, 
and we were having a big affair at Museum House be-
hind the present Museum and the two boys decided 
that they wouldn’t put it on a truck.  They would man 
handle it through the streets of Mandurah and bring it 
down and put it together for us down there which they 
did and we were all on pins and needles because they 
didn’t come.  And the boys were having such a won-
derful time of parading down the streets and everybody 
saying “that was a big one, it must have been hard to 
pull in”. 

Beryl completed her presidency with the Historical So-
ciety in 1999, having been recognised by them with a 
life membership in 1997.  She continued to be a pres-
ence at Pioneer Day run by the Historical Society for 
many years until, 2004 the year I interviewed her. 

Mandurah Community Museum, owes Beryl Slade (and 
many other members of the Historical Society) a great 
debt of gratitude for their forethought in lobbying the 
City Council, and in collecting the many artefacts held 
and shown within the museum. 

Beryl Slade, (photograph taken 2004 for the OH Collection.) 
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Ferry Service across the Estuary at Mandurah. 

In 1843 a ferry service was established by Sarah Littleton 
who ran it in conjunction with the Marine Hotel. She relin-
quished both these enterprises to Thomas Watson.  The 
ferry itself was owned by Thomas Peel.  The establish-
ment of a ferry service led to the opening up of a road to 
the south of Mandurah. 

In 1844 Suttons took over the ferry service and by 1846 
they were running both the ferry and an Inn on the west-
ern side.  In 1847 the ferry sank, and was raised by John 
Sutton with help from local soldiers. It was swamped or 
sunk several times in subsequent years. 

In 1852 the government bought the ferry from Thomas 
Peel for � 41, and from that time the Govt. entered into 
various arrangements with John Sutton, who in 1853 re-
ceived 10, 000 acres plus publicans license in exchange 
for free ferry service.  By the late 1850s the ferry was in 
disrepair. 

In 1861 Jean Spratt, wife of Constable Spratt, was ap-
pointed ferry operator. In 1878 the ferry was pulled up on 
the river bank awaiting repairs.  These repairs did not 
appear to happen and the ferry  service was abandoned. 

At this time what service there was to provide crossing for 
travellers using the old coastal road appears to have 
completely failed. People no longer came down the 
coastal route preferring to use the inland path through 
Pinjarra. 

From 1878, until the building of Mandurah’s first bridge 
across the estuary, it appears that Mandurah itself was 
the end of the line.  It is probable that a few people did 
use the coastal road, but there was no method of moving 
coaches or significant numbers of people from one side of 
the estuary to the other. 
(Information from R. Richards Murray Districts & Ma ndurah 
& Murray.) 

Colouring-in Competition Win-
ner!   Our enthusiastic School 
Holiday visitors painted up a storm 
with numerous entries into our 
“Hop into Heritage” colouring-in 
competition. 
The winner of the colouring-in 
competition has officially been 
judged, with Tiani Abbott aged 9, 
considered to be the winner by 
our three Judges.  Tiani was 
awarded a $25.00 book voucher 
from Dymocks as a prize and it is 
expected that the Coastal times 
will publish an announcement in 
upcoming issues.   

Believed to be the Ferry landing on the western side, first 
bridge. 

Stretch at the Museum.  The Museum’s role in the City’s 
annual Stretch Arts Festival was once again a success 
that both the Museum, the City and the project partici-
pants can be proud of.  The project for this year was 
based upon the concept that we used in the 2005 festival, 
which was to challenge photographers and writers to 
stretch their artistic talent by moving beyond their tradi-
tional fields of expertise and combine this with the pro-
duction of a photographic image of a heritage object in 
the environment.  This was combined with a small piece 
of poetry or prose writing, thus challenging writers to 
branch out into the area of photography, and photogra-
phers to combine writing with their art form.  Participants 
were also stretched by being given the challenge, if they 
chose to, to use photographic manipulation to subtly alter 
their image,  ie, an historical object that may have been 
removed from its natural environment when it was in use 
could be ‘put back’ into its natural environment. 

Once again, the Scribblers writers group were prominent 
in the competition, with out own Pat MacDonald submit-
ting one of the best entries with her very professional 
photo of an abandoned boat on the banks of the Murray 
River.  Well done to Pat and all those who entered! 

The opening of the festival was conducted by the Mayor 
on the 3rd May, and once again it was a capacity event 
that proved to be a valuable promotional opportunity for 
the Museum in the community and with the Council’s 
elected members.   Nicholas Reynolds. 
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Dwellingup Information Centre.  As a group, Mandurah 
Community Museum visited this centre to see their dis-
plays several years ago.   

This time I found a new travelling display relating to the 
floods around Pinjarra and that area.  As most of the flood 
effect in the Murray district would have also been felt in 
Mandurah I was particularly interested in the display.   
 Jan Baker 
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Holiday Home/ Beach Shack Photographic Collection. 

In preparation for this coming project, we are collecting 
suggestions of buildings to be photographed by volun-
teers and held within a photographic register. 

The project will consist of collecting images either digi-
tally, or from film. Colour or black & white would be suit-
able.   Photographs of buildings which represent the 
unique streetscape from previous years when Mandurah 
was a significant holiday venue are needed, with many 
people from Perth & also from the country owning homes 
or shacks which they visited periodically.  Many of these 
are now disappearing.  An exhibition is planned for Octo-
ber of a number of the best, most illustrative of this era. 

On the front desk is a book, to collect suggested homes/ 
shacks which you believe should be held on this register.  
Within the computer M drive is a section; Holiday Homes; 
and sub folders showing areas.  Eg Falcon, it is planned 
to save the digital photos within this area. 

We are asking for suggestions, addresses, names of 
owners (if you know them and if you do, for you to ap-
proach them for permission), and notes indicating why 
you believe the place to be of interest. 

From the MDO 

Welcome everyone to the June edition of our newsletter. 
The Museum has been bounding ahead in the last two 
months, embarking on new projects and ensuring that 
ones which have been ‘on the go’ over the first half of the 
year are well on the way to being completed. I’ll briefly list 
a few of these throughout the newsletter. 

The Museum has been successful in its application for 
a Lotterywest Conservation of Cultural Heritage grant. 
Confirmation was received from the Minister for Gov-
ernment Enterprises that the Mandurah Community 
Museum has been successful in applying for funding 
in the 2005/2006 round of the Lotterywest Conserva-
tion  of Cultural Heritage Grants. This grant of $15,000 
will enable us to have a Conservation Plan drawn up 
for the Dalrymple School, Museum precinct, and Agri-
cultural Hall. A Conservation Plan is the necessary 
first step before any further Lotterywest funding can be 
accessed for the preservation and restoration of a 
heritage building. This grant round is always highly 
competitive and the fact that the Mandurah Commu-
nity Museum has been able to secure funding shows 
how our standing in professional museum circles is 
constantly growing. It will provide a valuable base for 
the conservation and restoration of the buildings of the 
Museum precinct which are so vital to the preservation 
of Mandurah’s rich and diverse history. 

The Museum has commissioned a very talented mural 
artist by the name of Celestin Hutchinson of Sun Earth 
Murals to create an artwork that will grace the front 
street wall of the Museum. With our set back location 
and relatively plain frontage, the visibility and profile of 
the Museum from street level has been a touch lack-
ing. What better way to improve our profile, attract visi-
tors into the Museum, and give an impression of the 
history of Mandurah than with a striking artwork? Ce-
lestin has met with not only us down here at the Mu-
seum in order to find out what is needed to be por-
trayed in the artwork, but also with the members of the 
Museum’s Indigenous Advisory Group in order to 
make sure that a complete picture of Mandurah’s his-
tory from the Dreamtime to modern days is shown. All 
the elements of the Museum’s galleries will also be 
depicted in the mural, which will have as its focus the 
estuary, which has been at the heart of the Peel dis-
trict from since before white settlement. With comple-
tion scheduled for the end of June, it won’t be long 
before we’re showing everyone 
who passes us by just what it is 
they’re missing by not stopping 
and having a look through the 
Museum. 

The mural will now be just in 
time to be part of our outdoor 
signage program, with the ap-
proval just coming through for 
our illuminated street front sign. 
With both these elements in 
place, no one will be able to 
say that we’re not a visible and 
exciting part of Mandurah’s 
streetscape. 
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Kerry Sweetapple.  Sadly we have to 
farewell Kerry from museum volunteering.  

Kerry joined her husband Brian, volunteering at the mu-
seum in August 2003.  Brian hasn’t been doing this in the 
last year or so due to his heavy involvement with MADSA 
where Kerry also helped out on Wednesday before com-
ing to us for the afternoon. 

Kerry and Brian’s life has become very busy in recent 
times and she has resigned at the museum from April. 

We wish Kerry (and Brian) all the very best, our door is 
always open and we welcome you back at any time��

Alternative Volunteering. 

“If you want something to be done – then ask a busy  
person.” 

The above is often said about the many people involved 
in giving their assistance and expertise freely and effi-
ciently to a multitude of organisations. 

No more so than in the field of volunteering. Talk to just 
about any volunteer at the museum & you will find a sur-
prising array of alternative volunteering.  We want to put 
space aside for you to tell us “What else I do!”  Just a 
couple of paragraphs on what other organisations you 
assist and why you do it. 

We will endeavour to include a couple of pieces in each 
issue relating to this subject. 

In fact, we would like to print more of your own words.  So 
could you pick up pen and help.  Tell us about areas of 
interest in Mandurah, or find out some information on a 
special item and submit it to be published. 
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���	 Volunteering at the Zoo.  I am a Docent or guide at 
Perth Zoo, in my 4th year of service. Having a keen inter-
est in the conservation of animal life generally and our 
native fauna specifically is what prompted me to consider 
becoming a volunteer guide. Our primary role at the Zoo 
is to educate visitors in a friendly, informative way and to 
make their visit a memorable one. We highlight the Zoo’s 
role in captive breeding of critically endangered animal 
species, both native and exotic, sending a subtle yet seri-
ous message in the hope of changing people’s attitudes 
towards the preservation of wildlife everywhere.  

The word “docent” comes from Latin “docere” meaning “to 
teach”. It is a most rewarding voluntary task, being able to 
impart some knowledge about the zoo collection and gar-
dens, the zoo’s valuable work, which is acknowledged 
worldwide, also just helping visitors find their way around. 

Docents fill many niches within the zoo. Many involve 
themselves in fundraising for specific projects, such as 
the new enclosure for Cambodian Sun Bears and in-situ 
education centres to save the Silvery Gibbons. Others 
train to carry out special talks. 
There are also those who give up 
a lot of time to help keepers 
with behaviour enrichment, 
which is used to encourage 
captive animals to behave ex-
actly as they need to behave in 
the wild to survive.  

If you are passionate about 
animals and their plight and 
feel confident enough to chat 
with people, then it is worth 
considering becoming a  
Docent. Docents are selected 
to train from an Orientation day 
and interview process and we 
participate in an intensive 10-
week training course, covering 
all aspects of the zoo and its 
operations. We also cover basic animal biology, ecology 
and behaviours. So we graduate armed with knowledge 
to hopefully satisfy visitors questions.  
As time passes, we become familiar with the zoo and its 
animals. It feels like a “second home”. And we develop a 
rapport with keeping staff…we all love the animals as if 
they were our furry or feathered or scaly friends. There’s 
nothing as special and rewarding as being allowed some 
behind-the-scenes contact with the zoo creatures. It’s 
magic.     Lesley Turner . 

Welcome to new volunteers Chris Thompson & 
Julietta, they have been undertaking training on 
Wednesday over the last several weeks. 

Volunteers will notice a change to the roster spacing 
to allow spacing to reflect Wednesdays being the 
commencement days for most volunteers.  This will 
enable training to be standardised. 

Silvery Gibbons, (from 
the zoo web site). 

Uniforms.  Many people have admired the look of the 
Museum Volunteers in their uniforms.  We now have sev-
eral other volunteers eligible for provision of uniforms and 
we hope to arrange measuring and ordering of them 
shortly. 


