VAR

Building bridges to @@@H hﬁ@ﬁ@[ﬁy

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum Newsletter.

Issue June 2009.

Hal Sutton, Freeman of the City of Man-
durah passed away last month. To the mu-
seum Hal had been a friend, staunch sup-
porter, and font of wisdom. A founding mem-
ber of the Historical Society he had been re-
sponsible for assisting from the beginning in
obtaining Hall és Cott
ciety. Many of the Sutton family artefacts are
on show at the museum.

| first met Hal in the early days of my involve-
ment in undertaking oral histories; to prepare
myself to interview | had listened to his tapes
and found a person who was interesting with
obviously a great number of entertaining
memories. Memories which described the life
of Mandurah that | could not know. Later having met him | spoke to him several times,
broadening the information held at the museum and assisting in providing a street plan
of the pre-fifties days for our information.

Others have detailed Halods assistance thyREMBARUL tAh
remains a friend and will be missed. Jan Baker Museum.

William Robert Dalrymple. Old Bob. ~ We are not sure why Mr Dalrymple came to Aus-

tralia but his records from the Education Department (found in State Archives) show that he Regular features

had undertaken 6 months training in Dublin and at some time immigrated to Victoria where Erom the MDO ’

he worked in a variety of colleges (possibly private schools), and at one time had spent 2 Nicholas Reyﬁolds
years as headmaster of the Grammar School in Bourke, N.S.W. It is possible most of his Education Matters. ’
experience during that time was with older boys as a comment early in his employment here Katrina, Prit hard
states, fibut has not fully grasped the met rkr?owyour(ﬂﬂarjseu?m
comment is repeated again several reports later. Mrs Dalrympl
On arrival in Western Australia in 1887,he spent 3 years at Belmont School and was tempo- | gook.

rarily in charge of this during a sick leave of the headmaster. By this time he was a perma- |\welcome to Katrina.

nent employee. During this time he took evening classes and qualified as a Teacher of |Earewell to Eddie.
Gymnastics. In early 1899 he was advised that he was to be moved to Mandurah asthe [ n t he Chai
Master, with a salary of z100 per annum, at this time
durah he was to continue to teach for 24 years retirin
Old Bob commenced teaching in the old Police Barracks which had been refurbished during

Mi ss Mewburndés time and she had been both an

would have seemed rough and quite different to the quarters at the various grammar
schools he had taught at, and were to become quite constricted in room as his family grew.
His wife Dorothy was a sewing mistress and had also been employed at Belmont, she was
accepted to teach sewing at Mandurah for

Continued on page 2
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William Robert Dalrymple continued.

Changes were coming when the couple arrived in Man-
durah; it was becoming obvious that the quarters used for
teaching were very inadequate. There were 29 students
(+another six who should be attending) being taught in a
room 24 x 12 feet (measures from the Indigenous Gallery
to the front wall, and the same width as the Indigenous
Gallery). A contract was let for the school which we now
call Dalrymple School and which is now part of the larger
Museum complex. This school was completed in April
1900 and opened with 33 students, Mr Dalrymple, and a
monitor, although it is unclear who this was.

Also at the same time as this some work was done on the
old school (Police Barracks) which would revert to
teacherdéds quarters.

In August 1899, Mr Dalrymple opened an evening school
but it is unclear how many attended this and it also closed
in February 1900 due to insufficient attendance. As the
years went by inspectoro6s
fashioned style of teaching that Mr Dalrymple brought to
the post, however they were generally complimentary of
his discipline and attention to detail. One negative com-
ment in 1903 related to his keeping infants down past the
age of 7 years without permission, this was explained as
a mistake on the schedule. There were further problems
with the ages of the infants in 1906.

In February 1905 inspectors record that the school was
closed due to a diphtheria epidemic and late that year the
inspectordéds report refl ect
epidemics of diphtheriao.

In 1913 Long Service Leave was granted to Mr Dalrymple
and he may have reflected over the next several years on
how glad he was to have had it as many teachers were
called up during World War One, and gaining replace-
ments for 3 months might have been very difficult. By this
time he was 55 years old and | find myself wondering
whether he was able to go somewhere else and forget
the school, also whether he could retain his quarters or
had to move out for his replacement.

Whatever happened when the war came along to cause
different effects on adults and children in the small fishing
village that was Mandurah, he continued to teach at Man-
durah. Many of the children
he had taught went away and
of course some did not come
back. By this time he may
have been teaching a second
generation within the school.
Remarks reflecting on his
somewhat old fashioned style
had been made very early in
his employment. 15 years later
they were still being made.
During the war years he
sought and received a Manual
Arts Training allowance.

Old Bob retired in 1923 and
died in Mandurah in 1927, his
grave is in th
Cemetery. Jan Baker.

Information obtained from
State Archives of WA.

Museum Development Officer. Comings and goings
seem to have been the focus of the last couple of months
at the Museum. Joining our former Education Officer
Sarah in leaving us has been our manager from Libraries,
Art s, and Culture, Al asdai
t hat Al asdair was very su
here at the Museum and provided us with the environ-
ment where we could go ahead with our new interpreta-
tion plan. Al asdairés | ast
know he will remain heavily involved in the Mandurah
community. Please join me in wishing him luck in embark-
ing on the next phase in
sure he will be spending in Beverley.

We have been fortunate to have Katrina Pritchard agree
to take up the Museum Education Officer position, effec-
tive as of the third of June 2009. See separate article re-
lating to Katrina.

The official part of the program for the Mature Adult

r PRI tNse 10t 19d Pt Pord ECR AT Ro B &

has now come to an end. The last lecture was on the sub-
ject of Mandurahdés future
by Community Planner Nick Benson and Michael Willcock
from the Cityds planning d
them for agreeing to take the time out of their busy day to
come and present to the group.

The presentations given by Peter Reynolds, which gave a
fantastic background to the settlement of the Peel and
also an insight into the politics and development of West-
erp fugtialia at fagge, Arg availghle asiracqrdingsgn the;
Museumbs digital recorder.
li ke a copy on CD to |
will be worked up into a number of fact sheets for the Mu-
seum website, so there will be definite outcomes for us
from the lecture series.

The Council has transferred a humber of framed images
to us which once resided i
MDO went through the items in the collection and deter-
mined which ones have value to the Museum. These in-
clude artworks from the Threlfall collection, large format
aerial images from the late 1960s, and historic photo-
graphs. A highlight of the selection is the original large
format panoramic photograph of the eastern foreshore
from the earth 20" cent ury t hat i ncl
House, the Brighton, and T

Continuing on the subject of comings, the Museum has
received on long term loan the Pianola from the old Pen-
insula Hotel. This came to us as the result of the adver-
tisement which we placed in the local newspaper calling
for any items from the Brighton and Peninsula in prepara-
tion for an exhibition on the role of the hotels in Man-
durahodés history. I't has
they have now brought in many significant items and
serve as an example of how we should proceed when
establishing future significant exhibitions.

The Pianola itself is highly significant and a fantastic addi-
tion to our collection at a time when we are preparing to
establish a holiday and recreation gallery as part of our
exciting interpretation plan. Nick Reynolds.

hur ch

Picture of Robert Dalrymple has been cropped from a
class photo of 1916, the museum is seeking a copy of
photos of both Robert and Dorothy Dalrymple.
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Dorothy Eleanor Dalrymple, known to Mandurah school
children as fAthe ol d
tralian records show her as being appointed as sewing
teacher at Belmont in 1897 under that name. We are un-
sure at this time where she was born and what her
maiden name was, indeed whether she was actually Aus-
tralian and met W Dalrymple after he came to Australia.

What is shown early in her records are less than compli-
mentary statements regarding her sewing work, with a
threat of dismissing her at her next assessment if she
does not improve. She was transferred with her husband
to Mandurah and her wages were to be £12 per annum.
Over the next several years there were obvious improve-
ments and by 1903 she was receiving very complimen-
tary remar ks for her own a

She continued to work at the school during the time her
husband was employed receiving 6 months leave without
pay while he was on Long Service Leave. (did this mean
she was not eligible due to some breaks in service while
having her two children or
long service leave?)

In 1917 she received a commendation for her work and
variety of the same. A report made of her War Work in

1918, ifideserves speci al me
self with Mr Dés aid have
goods for the soldiers dur

Eleanor Dalrymple resigned at the same time as her hus-
bandés
short periods in the years following his death and prior to
her own. Jan Baker

75 good ones for Neil. The sons of Neil Morfitt gath-
ered together to give a birthday luncheon to about 40
family and friends on 27" April to celebrate his 75" birth-
day.

The family met at the home of Mark in Seascapes and
were joined by a few old friends who enjoyed a scrump-
tious meal.

Afterwards, amidst much laughter, Mark gave a video
presentation of old photos interspaced with guest speak-
ers. Janice Thurley spoke on memories of long walks in
the bush when Neil would take her family (Mum, two
brothers and herself) to places of interest anywhere be-
tween Peelhurst, the Old Mill, and The Chimneys. They
never had any problems with insomnia.

Athol Purchas spoke of his first meeting with Neil. He
was visiting Mandurah with friends and someone sug-
gested it could be a good idea to start a practice in Man-
durah as the previous dentist had left the area to work in
New Guinea. Athol looked into it, and asked Neil if he
would be interested in working with him. A relationship
that lasted for many years, and produced many dentures,
until Neil és health deter:i

Paul spoke of how much he appreciated his Dad, and
Paul 6s Father in Law, (on
welll the two families had fitted in together and how much
he enjoyed the relationship.

Neil was born in Mandurah and has resided here all his
life. As well as Morfitts being represented descendents
of two other pioneer f ami.|l
there. (Picture right) Marg. Morfitt.

Bricko

Know your museum. Dal-

OUV 'DOUNPSOHTV 0 XMhisobk RrigiNally be-
longed to Mrs Dalrymple & after her death in June 1937,
passed to her second son, James, who was also an ac-
complished pianist, having been a pupil of his mother.

Dorothy Dalrymple was the assistant school-mistress and
gave musical instruction. In the early 1900s, she had the
distinction of being Mandu

While on a visit to Mandurah shortly before his death,
Jimmy Dalrymple presented the book to his old friend and
fellow-pupil of his mother, Mrs Edna Heath (nee Tuckey)
In turn Kelvin Tuckey donated the book into the collection

n dof thd Mandhitat Hlstofichl sciety#hd K has in turn be-
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come part of the collection within this Museum.

The book appears to have been sold in Perth, but other
information relating to its printing is missing. The book is

embossed with D R Dalrymple and it can be seen in a
at
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Welcoming Our New Education Officer. ~ We are fortu-
nate to have Katrina Pritchard agree to take up the Mu-
seum Education Officer position. She joined us in early
June and brings extensive experience in public educa-
tion from Primary through Secondary and beyond into
Adult Education, all areas we at the museum address.
Her interest and skill in flying is another aspect that she
brings to us. Her first weeks with us has been a steep
learning curve.

We join Nick in giving Katrina a very warm welcome and
hope that alll OFriendsd wi
they come and go to the Museum over the next several
months.

Katrina will put in a short report later in the Newsletter.

Mol i days
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