VA0

Building bridges to @@@H [@ﬁ@ﬁ@[ﬁ‘y

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum Newsletter.

Issue June 2009.

Hal Sutton, Freeman of the City of Man-
durah passed away last month. To the mu-
seum Hal had been a friend, staunch sup-
porter, and font of wisdom. A founding mem-
ber of the Historical Society he had been re-
sponsible for assisting from the beginning in
obtaining Hall’'s Cottage for the use of the So-
ciety. Many of the Sutton family artefacts are
on show at the museum.

| first met Hal in the early days of my involve-
ment in undertaking oral histories; to prepare
myself to interview | had listened to his tapes
and found a person who was interesting with
obviously a great number of entertaining
memories. Memories which described the life
of Mandurah that | could not know. Later having met him | spoke to him several times,
broadening the information held at the museum and assisting in providing a street plan
of the pre-fifties days for our information.

Others have detailed Hal's assistance throughout the community but to the museum he
remains a friend and will be missed. Jan Baker

William Robert Dalrymple. Old Bob. We are not sure why Mr Dalrymple came to Aus-
tralia but his records from the Education Department (found in State Archives) show that he
had undertaken 6 months training in Dublin and at some time immigrated to Victoria where
he worked in a variety of colleges (possibly private schools), and at one time had spent 2
years as headmaster of the Grammar School in Bourke, N.S.W. It is possible most of his
experience during that time was with older boys as a comment early in his employment here
states, “but has not fully grasped the methods of teaching in an elementary school yet,” this
comment is repeated again several reports later.

On arrival in Western Australia in 1887,he spent 3 years at Belmont School and was tempo-
rarily in charge of this during a sick leave of the headmaster. By this time he was a perma-
nent employee. During this time he took evening classes and qualified as a Teacher of
Gymnastics. In early 1899 he was advised that he was to be moved to Mandurah as the
Master, with a salary of £100 per annum, at this time he was 41 years old. It was in Man-
durah he was to continue to teach for 24 years retiring on a pension of £111 per annum.

Old Bob commenced teaching in the old Police Barracks which had been refurbished during
Miss Mewburn’s time and she had been both teaching and living in these premises. They
would have seemed rough and quite different to the quarters at the various grammar
schools he had taught at, and were to become quite constricted in room as his family grew.
His wife Dorothy was a sewing mistress and had also been employed at Belmont, she was
accepted to teach sewing at Mandurah for £12 per annum.

Continued on page 2
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William Robert Dalrymple continued.

Changes were coming when the couple arrived in Man-
durah; it was becoming obvious that the quarters used for
teaching were very inadequate. There were 29 students
(+another six who should be attending) being taught in a
room 24 x 12 feet (measures from the Indigenous Gallery
to the front wall, and the same width as the Indigenous
Gallery). A contract was let for the school which we now
call Dalrymple School and which is now part of the larger
Museum complex. This school was completed in April
1900 and opened with 33 students, Mr Dalrymple, and a
monitor, although it is unclear who this was.

Also at the same time as this some work was done on the
old school (Police Barracks) which would revert to
teacher’s quarters.

In August 1899, Mr Dalrymple opened an evening school
but it is unclear how many attended this and it also closed
in February 1900 due to insufficient attendance. As the
years went by inspector’s reports reflect on the more old
fashioned style of teaching that Mr Dalrymple brought to
the post, however they were generally complimentary of
his discipline and attention to detail. One negative com-
ment in 1903 related to his keeping infants down past the
age of 7 years without permission, this was explained as
a mistake on the schedule. There were further problems
with the ages of the infants in 1906.

In February 1905 inspectors record that the school was
closed due to a diphtheria epidemic and late that year the
inspector’s report reflects that: “work interfered with by
epidemics of diphtheria”.

In 1913 Long Service Leave was granted to Mr Dalrymple
and he may have reflected over the next several years on
how glad he was to have had it as many teachers were
called up during World War One, and gaining replace-
ments for 3 months might have been very difficult. By this
time he was 55 years old and | find myself wondering
whether he was able to go somewhere else and forget
the school, also whether he could retain his quarters or
had to move out for his replacement.

Whatever happened when the war came along to cause
different effects on adults and children in the small fishing
village that was Mandurah, he continued to teach at Man-
durah. Many of the children

he had taught went away and
of course some did not come
back. By this time he may
have been teaching a second
generation within the school.
Remarks reflecting on his
somewhat old fashioned style
had been made very early in
his employment. 15 years later
they were still being made.
During the war vyears he
sought and received a Manual
Arts Training allowance.

Old Bob retired in 1923 and
died in Mandurah in 1927, his
grave is in the Christ’s Church
Cemetery. Jan Baker.

Information obtained from
State Archives of WA.

Museum Development Officer. Comings and goings
seem to have been the focus of the last couple of months
at the Museum. Joining our former Education Officer
Sarah in leaving us has been our manager from Libraries,
Arts, and Culture, Alasdair Wardle. I'm sure all will agree
that Alasdair was very supportive of what we're doing
here at the Museum and provided us with the environ-
ment where we could go ahead with our new interpreta-
tion plan. Alasdair's last day at work was May 29 but |
know he will remain heavily involved in the Mandurah
community. Please join me in wishing him luck in embark-
ing on the next phase in his life, much more of which I'm
sure he will be spending in Beverley.

We have been fortunate to have Katrina Pritchard agree
to take up the Museum Education Officer position, effec-
tive as of the third of June 2009. See separate article re-
lating to Katrina.

The official part of the program for the Mature Adult
Learner’s group lecture series on the history of Mandurah
has now come to an end. The last lecture was on the sub-
ject of Mandurah’s future direction and was given jointly
by Community Planner Nick Benson and Michael Willcock
from the City’s planning department. Special thanks go to
them for agreeing to take the time out of their busy day to
come and present to the group.

The presentations given by Peter Reynolds, which gave a
fantastic background to the settlement of the Peel and
also an insight into the politics and development of West-
ern Australia at large, are available as recordings on the
Museum’s digital recorder. Please ask the MDO if you'd
like a copy on CD to listen to. The MDQO’s presentations
will be worked up into a number of fact sheets for the Mu-
seum website, so there will be definite outcomes for us
from the lecture series.

The Council has transferred a number of framed images
to us which once resided in the City’s art collection. The
MDO went through the items in the collection and deter-
mined which ones have value to the Museum. These in-
clude artworks from the Threlfall collection, large format
aerial images from the late 1960s, and historic photo-
graphs. A highlight of the selection is the original large
format panoramic photograph of the eastern foreshore
from the earth 20" century that includes Turner's Guest
House, the Brighton, and Tuckey’s cannery.

Continuing on the subject of comings, the Museum has
received on long term loan the Pianola from the old Pen-
insula Hotel. This came to us as the result of the adver-
tisement which we placed in the local newspaper calling
for any items from the Brighton and Peninsula in prepara-
tion for an exhibition on the role of the hotels in Man-
durah’s history. It has taken time for the ads to work, but
they have now brought in many significant items and
serve as an example of how we should proceed when
establishing future significant exhibitions.

The Pianola itself is highly significant and a fantastic addi-
tion to our collection at a time when we are preparing to
establish a holiday and recreation gallery as part of our
exciting interpretation plan. Nick Reynolds.

Picture of Robert Dalrymple has been cropped from a
class photo of 1916, the museum is seeking a copy of
photos of both Robert and Dorothy Dalrymple.
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Dorothy Eleanor Dalrymple, known to Mandurah school
children as “the old Brick” was born in 1869. West Aus-
tralian records show her as being appointed as sewing
teacher at Belmont in 1897 under that name. We are un-
sure at this time where she was born and what her
maiden name was, indeed whether she was actually Aus-
tralian and met W Dalrymple after he came to Australia.

What is shown early in her records are less than compli-
mentary statements regarding her sewing work, with a
threat of dismissing her at her next assessment if she
does not improve. She was transferred with her husband
to Mandurah and her wages were to be £12 per annum.
Over the next several years there were obvious improve-
ments and by 1903 she was receiving very complimen-
tary remarks for her own and the student’s work.

She continued to work at the school during the time her
husband was employed receiving 6 months leave without
pay while he was on Long Service Leave. (did this mean
she was not eligible due to some breaks in service while
having her two children or that she wasn't eligible at all for
long service leave?)

In 1917 she received a commendation for her work and
variety of the same. A report made of her War Work in
1918, “deserves special mention for the children and her-
self with Mr D’s aid have raised some £500 in money and
goods for the soldiers during the period of the war”.

Eleanor Dalrymple resigned at the same time as her hus-
band’s retirement but was re-employed several times for
short periods in the years following his death and prior to
her own. Jan Baker

75 good ones for Neil. The sons of Neil Morfitt gath-
ered together to give a birthday luncheon to about 40
family and friends on 27" April to celebrate his 75" birth-
day.

The family met at the home of Mark in Seascapes and
were joined by a few old friends who enjoyed a scrump-
tious meal.

Afterwards, amidst much laughter, Mark gave a video
presentation of old photos interspaced with guest speak-
ers. Janice Thurley spoke on memories of long walks in
the bush when Neil would take her family (Mum, two
brothers and herself) to places of interest anywhere be-
tween Peelhurst, the Old Mill, and The Chimneys. They
never had any problems with insomnia.

Athol Purchas spoke of his first meeting with Neil. He
was visiting Mandurah with friends and someone sug-
gested it could be a good idea to start a practice in Man-
durah as the previous dentist had left the area to work in
New Guinea. Athol looked into it, and asked Neil if he
would be interested in working with him. A relationship
that lasted for many years, and produced many dentures,
until Neil’s health deteriorated and he retired in 1999.

Paul spoke of how much he appreciated his Dad, and
Paul’s Father in Law, (on holidays from S.A.) said how
welll the two families had fitted in together and how much
he enjoyed the relationship.

Neil was born in Mandurah and has resided here all his
life. As well as Morfitts being represented descendents
of two other pioneer families, Eacotts and France’s, were
there. (Picture right) Marg. Morfitt.

Know your museum. Dal-

Mrs Dalrymple’s Music Book. This book originally be-
longed to Mrs Dalrymple & after her death in June 1937,
passed to her second son, James, who was also an ac-
complished pianist, having been a pupil of his mother.

Dorothy Dalrymple was the assistant school-mistress and
gave musical instruction. In the early 1900s, she had the
distinction of being Mandurah’s first music teacher.

While on a visit to Mandurah shortly before his death,
Jimmy Dalrymple presented the book to his old friend and
fellow-pupil of his mother, Mrs Edna Heath (nee Tuckey)
In turn Kelvin Tuckey donated the book into the collection
of the Mandurah Historical Society and it has in turn be-
come part of the collection within this Museum.

The book appears to have been sold in Perth, but other
information relating to its printing is missing. The book is
embossed with D R Dalrymple and it can be seen in a
display case in the Dalrymple schoolroom.

Original information
and donation courtesy
of
Mr Kelvin Tuckey.

Welcoming Our New Education Officer. We are fortu-
nate to have Katrina Pritchard agree to take up the Mu-
seum Education Officer position. She joined us in early
June and brings extensive experience in public educa-
tion from Primary through Secondary and beyond into
Adult Education, all areas we at the museum address.
Her interest and skill in flying is another aspect that she
brings to us. Her first weeks with us has been a steep
learning curve.

We join Nick in giving Katrina a very warm welcome and
hope that all ‘Friends’ will introduce themselves to her as
they come and go to the Museum over the next several
months.

Katrina will put in a short report later in the Newsletter.
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Education Matters

Hello, my name is Katrina
Pritchard; | am the ne
Education Officer. | am a
local girl that attended
primary and high school
here in Mandurah. | have [

the district for over 12
years. | am very excited |
to be apart of the Man-
durah  Community Mu-
seum team and thank
everyone for making me feel so welcome.

| had the privilege of attending the Pioneer Day function
and the MALA Mandurah History tour which were both
very interesting and informative, a great introduction to
Mandurah’s history and the people that organized the
events.

Sarah left me a description of the projects she had been
working on. | have been completing two of the educa-
tional kits she started and look forward to promoting
them to the schools when they are finished. | look for-
ward to being involved with the many projects that the
museum contribute to and the future developments of
the museum. Katrina Pritchard

National Volunteer Week sees Volunteers from the
Museum being treated to Annual luncheon.

Ravenswood Hotel was the venue for all volunteers to
meet and enjoy each other’'s company. For many volun-
teers this was one of the few times they could get to-
gether with others who volunteer on different days.

Many of us travelled in our own cars while Nick supplied
transport to those without in the Council vehicle on loan to
him for the day.

Our lunch was well prepared and enjoyable to eat, the

surroundings were very pleasant, and we all enjoyed
looking out at the river and watching the birdlife.

Ravenswood itself is a very old hotel and should provide
us with a short article on another date, but for today this
was about thanking volunteers for their continued support
to the Museum.
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Anne Love, Pat McDonald, Dave Brown, Walter & Mary
Homewood, Cherry Burton & Ruth Watson at the Ravenswood.

Stretch 2009 Wrap-Up

The Stretch Festival and our contribution to it this year
have now come to an end. The exhibition on Christ's
Church officially ended at the beginning of this month and
the display itself will be taken down this week and be
moved to the Visitor's Centre. Attendance figures for May
have been up, and the attraction of the new exhibition
was a big part of those great figures. A number of people
came and asked for the exhibition specifically by name.
This shows how important the program for the rest of the
year is for a visitor numbers, in regards to the Roads
Board anniversary display and the proposed Hotels exhi-
bition. The current exhibition, like our past ones, can now
be used for our program of travelling displays. The
Church display will now go to the visitor’s centre, and the
other displays will be rotated from there.

The commemorative service for George Winjan was very
successful, with around eighty participants attending the
Church over the Stretch weekend for the service and
smoking ceremony. George Walley’s background re-
search on the life of Winjan uncovered some new ele-
ments found in the department of Indigenous affairs ar-
chive, and George will be forwarding a copy of this to the
Museum.

The series of lectures given as a preview to national ar-
chaeology week were also successful, with around 50
people attending. A marked improvement over last year!
Shane, Gaye, and Graham'’s presentations are also avail-
able on the digital recorder from the Museum.

And last but not least, the tour of the Church graveyard
that was worked up for the wardens of the Church to give
over the weekend was able to be put into use success-
fully and very much met with the approval of the public
who attended. This can now form the basis for self-guided
tours of the church yard or a fact sheet on prominent
people and stories from the Church for the Museum web-
site. Nicholas Reynolds.

Volunteers are our most valuable resource—

Clockwise, Mary Homewood, Cherry Burton, Ruth Wat-
son, Colin Warne, Susan Lawson, Phyllis Strother, Jan
& Bob Baker, Qing Han, Margaret Green, Marilyn Giles,
Anne Love, Pat McDonald, Dave Brown and our host

for the luncheon, Nick Reynolds. (With apologies to
those are hidden but were very much there!)
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Eddy Bryant. Last month we told all our Friends of a
special volunteer Eddy Bryant who spent the last several
years volunteering here two days a week. Sadly last
month Eddy died suddenly.

Some areas that Eddy has assisted the museum with
include Museum display management, furniture moving,
reviewing newspapers and collecting local study interest
stories, scanning and storing of these, map management
and protection, and not the least, assistance and friend-
ship to his fellow volunteers.

The volunteers and Friends would like to extend our con-
dolences to Kerry and the boys and for them to know how
much we appreciated his efforts and friendship during his
years here.
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Pioneer Day 2009. Eleanor Kay presented a short talk
with a Power Point display and oral recordings on the
history of the Hackett Street School. Eleanor did a fan-
tastic job and even managed to do this with a class of
very interested school students literally sitting at her feet
(and | think on!) This presentation will do much to high-
light the 70th anniversary of the school this year and the
reunion celebrations that will be held to mark the occa-
sion.

When was the last time you consulted our Lo- s
cal History Information section?

Volunteers at Museum are able to help you with
all enquiries or direct you to where you may
find the answers.

In this edition of the newsletter we include a
how to guide for Volunteers on Local Studies
Research. This is call
and describes how you might find information
here in your local Museum.

ed
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In the Chair. This has been a sad period of time for the
Friends as you will see elsewhere in the Newsletter. Our
thoughts go to all the bereaved families.

We are drawing close to our Annual General Meeting
which will be held in August, just before the release of our
next newsletter. We are hoping as many of you as possi-
ble will attend on 11th August, there will be morning tea
provided. A reminder to all those whose subscriptions
are due, these remain at $10 per year.

One of our Friends, and a co-oral historian Eleanor pro-
vided a talk on Pioneer Day for the Mandurah Historical
Society relating to the Hackett St School. We continue to
work towards the celebrations of its 70" birthday later in
the year. Eleanor was able to use some memories pro-
vided to us along with photographs she has been collect-
ing relating to the early days of this school.

Also in this issue is a short article provided to us relating
to a long standing friend Neil Morfitt and his birthday cele-
Hratiors.oThig newsletter is for all our subscribers and we
welcome occasional articles from any or all of you on
matters relating to the people and history of Mandurah.
Jan Baker

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum,

Annual General Meeting.
Tuesday August 11th, 11 am.
Co me earl vy for a

AMusic for the museumo
donation and long term loans of artefacts.

The Museum has received on long term loan the Pianola
from the old Peninsula Hotel. This came to us as the re-
sult of the advertisement which we placed in the local
newspaper calling for any items from the Brighton and
Peninsula in preparation for an exhibition on the role of
the hotels in Mandurah’s history. It has taken time for the
ads to work, but they
have now brought in
many significant items
and serve as an exam-
ple of how we should
proceed when estab-
lishing future signifi-
cant exhibitions.

The Pianola itself is
highly significant and a

our collection at a time
when we are preparing
to establish a holiday
and recreation gallery
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Bridges to research us e u m
at Mandurah Community Museum.

Mandurah Community Museum holds the Frank Semmens Local Studies colle WaLLS
tion for the City of Mandurah. In these premises we hold a variety of items;
most are found in the Local Studies Rooms.

Artefacts, both on show and stored.

Books produced on the history of Mandurah, we recommend as first sources:
Ron Richardsd 0The Murray Districtéo,
Jill Burgess. oOoMandwbwWaher Under the E
Alexandra Hasluck. 0 Thomas Peel of Swan Ri
W.C. Smart OMandurah and Pinjarrah
H Margaret Wilson 0Sarah Theodosia & the Hal

Loose leaf files, holding clippings from newspaper articles and other

publications.

Loose leaf files, as above but relating to specific early settler families of

importance to Mandurah and the Peel region.

Collections of photographs and information in the Harry Jackson folders.

(on show in the entrance to the museum, please feel free to sit and peruse the
Scrapbooks).

Photographic collections, some are on show, for others please see the
volunteers.

Microfilms of Coastal Times (196367), Mandurah Advertiser (1978-83) &
Mandurah Midweek Times (1984).

Oral history collection, these include both oral disks and tapes and written
transcriptions. Al so hel d el ectron
You will need assistance from volunteers to access this. Oral History catalogue
of introductions and summaries of all Oral Histories in the Local Studies room.
Electronically, Frank Semmens Scrapbook collection for newspaper items
published between the years 0f1960 and 1987.

Museum on M/ Museum Newspapers & Cuttings/ Frank Semmens Collection.

Electronically we also hold a Chronological Index of Mandurah and the Peel,
this document is under review constantly and is growing as more facts are
identified and verified. At this stage (2009) not all of the items are verified
but they remain a good baseline of events within Mandurah. —/— ——
Museum on M/ Local Studies/ Chronological Index of Mandurah & Peel 07.

Accessible from thelnternet is the Museum Websited see to the side.
From this site it is possible to access fact sheets relating to the area. These
Fact sheets are being developed all the time and added as available.

Within the Mandurah Public Library o0Spydusdé cat al
the public to access items stored, displayed, and held by the Museum.

These items include photographs. (NB these photographs are low resolution

and remain the copyright of the Museum).

Using the Museum Local Studies computer in the back room, access the Spydus

quick search from the desktop.

www.mandurahcommunitymuseum.org

Should you be researching specific items and find the above does not assist please ask for assistance from a
volunteer. If they are unable to help they will fill in a form with you and ensure the Museum Develop-
ment Officer is aware of your request.
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