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Ron Richards and wife........ signing the
Visitor Book

Authors turn out in force.

175" Celebrations saw Mandurah Com-
munity Museum hosting many authors
who have written books relating to the
Mandurah, Murray, and Peel area.

Ron Richards with his family attended.
Ron is the author of “Murray and Man-
durah”. Stan Richards was also there, he
is the author of various articles aired on
Community Television as well as the book
“The Bibbulmun, Land of Many Breasts”.
Chris Hannon, a member of the Eacott
Family came also. She wrote “The Eacotts
of Mandurah”.  Jill Burgess author of
“Water Under the Bridge” was there.
Lastly John Honnibal, a member of the
Tuckey family is also an author of a signifi-
cant article reproduced in the Historical

Society magazine on the Tuckey family.

Many of these authors’ books and articles
are available for research at the Mandurah
Community Museum. Many are also
available for loan from the City of
Mandurah'’s Libraries.

Celebration of the 174" Anniversary of the Settlement of Mandurah

Over 130 people attended the Museum on
the 15" of September for this important
event in the history of our City. Members
of the founding families of Mandurah min-
gled with other individuals who have
played a part in memorialising the City’s
rich history. The museum and its new dis-
plays provided the backdrop to the event,
with members of The Peel Filipino and
Multicultural Association providing valu-
able assistance serving guests and provid-
ing hospitality.

Mayor Creevy introduced the event, with
Aboriginal Elder Jo Walley providing a
Welcome to Country. Our guest speaker
for the night was ‘local boy’ and Perth per-
sonality Peter Harries, who kept the audi-
ence entertained with anecdotes from the
Peel region, and his well played accordion.
Freeman of the City Dudley Tuckey pro-
posed a toast, which was responded to by
Councillor Joynes.

With the official portion of the evening
over, guests who in many cases hadn't
seen old friends and family members for
many years caught up and reminisced.
The event provided an outstanding oppor-
tunity for the Museum to promote itself to
these community members whose support
and donations are so important in the de-
velopment of displays and oral histories.

The event has already reaped benefits
such as the donation of the Whitehead
photographic collection, showing how the
event has linked us in with the local com-

(cont)

This event has proved that
community support for the
museum is growing as we
professionalise our galleries,
displays and curatorial prac-
tice, showing that we can de-
velop in Mandurah a leading
museum of local history.
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munity and increased their confidence in
us as a long term institution.

All participants agreed that the event was
outstanding, and gave them a chance to
see how far the museum has come, and
the future direction of which they can be-
come a part. Important links have been
made, and will be capitalised on in the
immediate future. (cont)




As you might be aware, the mill is situated at the mouth of
the Murray River, where it empties into the Peel-Harvey
estuarine system and is only accessible by boat. It was
completed in 1841 by Joseph Cooper's sons, following
his death after falling from his bullock cart.

It was well frequented during the boom times, and follow-
ing the destruction of the sails in a bush fire, a steam
engine was installed to help with the processing of mate-
rial. However, a downturn in business led to the
machinery being removed and the mill stood vacant for a
number of years — once being used as a home by a local
recluse — and gradually started to deteriorate.

Bush fires and vandalism led to further deterioration but,
thanks to the relatives of Joseph Cooper, repair work was
financed and in 1984, with funding from the Murray Shire
Council, the mill was rebuilt and is a popular stopping
place for families out for the day on the water and also
the river cruises that pass it on their way to the upper
reaches of the river.

| have kayaked to the mill from the Furnissdale boat ramp
at and it is a very peaceful way to approach such a his-
torically interesting building. It also gives you the opportu-
nity of getting close to the wildlife on the water. The inte-
rior contains the original grinding stone, along with his-
toric photographs and information pertaining to the area.
Picnic facilities have been created, making the entire area
one of nostalgia and relaxation — well worth the paddle.

If you are the type of person that can immerse yourself in
the history of a site, then you might be able to imagine
sailing or rowing across to the island, depositing your
grain and then waiting for it to be ground, ready for
market/personal use. There are hire boats in the area so,
if you do not have access to a boat, hire one and take the
time to go take a look and, if the weather is fine, take a
picnic and crab nets too.
Be a gopher and have fun!!

Clare Matchett

Cooper's Ml 1690

Celebrating the 175th Anniversary of Mandurah pro-
oy Vvided the “Friends of Mandurah Community Museum” o
with the opportunity to meet many of our first settlers
families.

W During the Celebrations, the Friends launched their W
ﬁf‘ inaugural issue of “Friends, Building Bridges to Peel &ﬁf
‘ﬁf History”. It also assisted us to circulate membership &ﬁf
o, forms for the Association, and become known to ¢
‘g many more people. W

=P EL
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* It is hoped that the Friends will be able to raise valu- E‘f
able money towards various equipment and needs for W

4/ the museum. This will be done with the idea that <’

oy Whatever is purchased will be suitable for use when ff
the new museum is built, and support the museum’s

o) o)
W plans to provide a regional museum of excellence. W

Ef With this in mind, the September meeting of the ‘E\f
4/ Friends voted that the first equipment purchase that 90
= we will be working towards will be a display case to &ﬁf
os be built matching the current new display cases in the o
Reception area of the museum. From there we will *
work towards a panel to support whatever artefacts W
5, are displayed in the area. %G

O

ﬁf We will of course attach a plaque to the case show- f\f
‘ﬁf ing its purchase as being supported by the Friends of ff

‘ﬁf Mandurah Community Museum.

£

2» We welcome all new Friends who have shown their ﬁé‘
‘ﬁf support in joining the organisation.

£

O

The City of Mandurah has provided a W

O

‘L?f Stop Press.
ﬁf‘ start-up grant to the Friends, use of this grant to pro-
mote membership will be discussed at the next meet-

ing

2o 2 2o
= e £l £ e £
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Another mystery item, do you
know what this is?
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Welcome to the second edition of our Friends of the
Mandurah Community Museum newsletter. Since

g our last edition everyone here at the museum has
been busy steadily building on the progress that's
been in evidence since our last issue. It's hard to
believe that now with Christmas almost upon us, the
financial year is nearly half way through. With the

% museum'’s budget operating over the financial year,
the Christmas break marks what is effectively the
half way point in our current cycle. At this stage we
have been promoting the Museum through the pro-
duction of both our own card brochure and the
larger Peel Museums brochure which was a

g collaboration between Museums Australia and the
various historical societies and museums through-
out the region.

< The next phase in the promotion of our institution is
the construction of an illuminated street sign using
the design themes and logo produced for our gallery

g redevelopment earlier in the year. The design and
placement of this is currently before the Council’s
planning committee and we should be hearing the

g outcome very soon. | don't anticipate any problems,

g and we should have our sign constructed early in

& the New Year.

A major piece of news that’s arrived in the last few
weeks has been confirmation that we were success-
ful in the July round of Lotterywest Interpretation of
Cultural Heritage grants. An amount of just over
$12,000 has been given to us in order to improve
displays in the schoolroom, with a focus on signifi-

g cant Aboriginal individuals and the role they played
in Mandurah’s development. Combining this funding
with the money that'’s in our budget for display
improvements should mean that we can completely
revamp our schoolroom and bring it up to date in
line with our entry and foyer galleries. This will con-
tinue the rollout of new displays, interpretation, and
display furniture that was begun this year.

g A collection of unique Indigenous artefacts has also
g entered the museum collection recently. These
items were donated after being discovered by a
%Iocal resident in the shallows of the estuary near
Dawesville. Erosion of the bank had revealed a
g spear, a digging stick, and a third as yet unidentified
tool. These objects, by their appearance and the
fact that prior to erosion of the estuary foreshore
they were buried, appear to be of a significant age.
The items have been assessed by the Museum’s
Indigenous Advisory Group who have decided that
the objects can be retained by the Museum and be
<% considered for display in the Manjar Gallery during
g its ongoing development.
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g With this as a taste of what's been happening at the
museum, it's set to be another good year for us in
2006. For now, | wish all readers a safe and happy

g Christmas, and a joyous start to the New Year.

Nicholas Reynolds.
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Whitehead Collection increased.

Anyone associated with the Museum will be familiar with
the photographs that Roy Whitehead amassed over time,
which are on display in museum reception area. Virtually
every photo of old Mandurah that we have comes from
this well maintained collection.

Mrs Whitehead has generously donated negatives, a
photographic index of the collection, a large number of
loose small format prints, and a selection of large format
prints which provide us with an excellent opportunity to
frame and sell in our push to widen and vary the amount
of merchandising we have available to the public.

Early Photograph of Coopers Mill from the Whitehead
collection. Ladies shown unknown, the museum wel-
comes any information relating to persons shown in a
variety of photographs within the museum

e B e e B e B e
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Education Matters.

With School Holidays upon us, we
are pleased to announce the Mu-
seum will host two shows from the
Scitech Roadshow in January 2006.

With assistance from the Museum Volunteers, Dalrymple
Schoolroom will be transformed with a science extrava-
ganza! Our first show “THE SCIENCE OF SLIME” will
commence January 10th, 11th & 12™ with two sessions
per day: 11.00am-12.00 midday & 1.00pm — 2.00pm.

This program explores the properties of fluids and some
simple chemical reactions by making and observing dif-
ferent types of slime... Children will spend an additional
30 minutes making their own slime, which they can take
home and keep!

The second part of the Scitech Roadshow program com-
mences January 17", 18" & 19" and features the
“WHERE IS AIR?” show, which asks the question ‘How
do we know that air is actually there?’ Using the senses
of sight, hearing, touch and smell we discover the proper-
ties of air. Children will spend an additional 30 minutes
investigating and constructing parachutes using various
materials and applying concepts about air that are cov-
ered during the show.

The program will run two sessions per day:
11.00am-12.00 midday & 1.00pm-2.00pm.

Each one hour session costs $5.00 per head and is
suitable for ages 5-12. BOOKINGS ARE LIMITED.
Phone Mandurah Community Museum now:

(08) 9535 9511, to secure your place!

The Museum is also offering Fun Face Painting for
children in December for the cost of a gold coin donation.
Mandurah Mermaids Face painters will be at the Museum
on Wednesday and Thursday 11am — 1pm, 14", 15" 215
& 22" December 2005. Come and experience fun and
inspiration at the Museum these School Holidays!!!

Stay tuned for additional fun school Holiday activities at

For further information please contact the
Museum for bookings 9535 9511.
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Many of us have grown up with the tale of the Burke and
Wills expedition, and the tragic death of them when the
support party had given up on them and left on the
morning of the day they arrived back to the camp.

What has always been a postscript to this historic explo-
ration, and rarely mentioned is the man from the party
who returned, being assisted by aborigines to survive
until his rescue by Alfred Howitt.

John King, the survivor, was a discharged soldier in India
before coming to Australia and had been involved in the
Indian Mutiny. When enlisted by Landells he was recuper-
ating from illness. Born 1838 and orphaned early, we
know he was Irish and had enlisted in the army aged 14.

He was engaged to assist with the management of the
camels and eventually was to be one of the forward party,
the others being Burke, Wills, and Gray. He died in 1872
of Tuberculosis while living with his sister. Little is known
of his sister, and some fictional liberties have been taken
to use her experience of the colonies to enrich the book.

This story interprets the exploration and subsequent
events through the eyes of John King. It is further as-
sisted by the telling of events back in Melbourne through
the eyes of his sister Norah. Some of the social nhorms of
the time are shown, as is this fictional interpretation of the
years following the exploration, John King's rescue and
his eventual death from Tuberculosis.

It is an interesting and very satisfactory read, overcoming
other tales relating Burke & Wills in that it is also quite
enjoyable and flows easily. | would recommend this to
anyone with some interest in Australian exploration
history and the social norms of the times.  Jan Baker

I"#




New Maps at the Museum

Many visitors come into the museum from places other
than Mandurah. Some recent maps and information
which could be offered to them include the following:

Childrens’ Map. Recently launched in the museum, this
map is attractive for both children and adults, indicating
places of interest, both historically and entertainment wise
within the Mandurah area.

Peel Regional Map. Also a recent launch, this map was
produced in collaboration with all members of the Peel
Region of Museums Australia, and with the assistance of
Museums Australia, (WA Branch). This contains much
information on museums and heritage areas within the
Peel Region. Itincludes both the Mandurah Museum and
Halls Cottage.

Mandurah Visitors Map and Shoppers Guide. Also
recently released this includes historical places of interest
and should be of interest to visitors.

Visitor Information.

0000000000000 080K 00X 00000 008008008 908000080080080080080800K 00 00Xk
Mandurah Community Museum

X
Welcomes Volunteers %

If you are interested please talk to X
Nicholas Reynolds on 9535 9511 %
%

o003

Or
Call in and see how friendly we are!

P 008008050805000800080000008008008008 008008 008008000000080008008
Wl W Wl AWl
Volunteers of the Museum meet every second
Tuesday of the month at 10 am.

X030030350350350830350850508x

Friends meeting follows the Volunteer meeting
at 11am, all who wish to are invited to attend.

20 0 o £ £ B0 B0
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Continuing our theme of the “Whitehead Collection”.

Photograph of the early school and the Agricultural
Hall. Possibly viewed from Dalrymple’s Jetty.

Many of Roy Whitehead’s photographs are recovered
from original plates loaned to him by citizens of
Mandurah also keen to preserve the photographic
record of early Mandurah.

Roy Whitehead’s Collection photographs are placed
in a folder, easily viewed in the foyer of the muse  um.

Mandurah Community Museum continues to maintain
an interest in recovering and preserving original
photographs of Mandurah and surrounding areas.

We welcome donations of photographs or the oppor-
tunity to scan and electronically preserve photo-

graphs which meet the City of Mandurah policy for

the Museum of preserving the historic artefacts, pi c-
torial and written records of the area.

For further information please contact the museum
on 9535 9511, or call in and talk to Nicholas Reyno  Ids
the Museum Development Officer.
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Spotlight on Volunteers. Hear this.

Recently we completed transcribing the
oral histories of Hal Sutton and Owen
Tuckey. It was a great privilege to hear

. about the early lives of both these important citizens of
tory course provided at the mu-

the City of Mandurah.
seum last year. She currently i )
assists with transcribing oral his- Both of them described much about the pre-war years in

tories . Mandurah and growing up in a different era. They both
attended Dalrymple School, which is now a major compo-
nent of the Museum structure, and is heritage listed.

Hal Sutton talks about the streetscape of Mandurah

giving us an insight into where various buildings are, and
also into his mother Violet Sutton’s entrepreneurial skills
in causing to be built several business premises on the
Pinjarra Road. These included what is now Pronto’s, a
small bank, Doctor’s office and Real Estate Agency.

G

Rosemary Rana. Volunteering at
the museum for many years,
Rosemary undertook an Oral His-

Rosemary also has been a mem-
ber of Family History Association
for some time, and brings geneal-
ogy skills to her museum work.

Lesley Turner. _ Volunteering for
many years, Lesley has spent time

assisting us on Sundays, then Fri- , L —
days and now comes in mostly on Our Museum continues to record oral histories significant

Saturdays. Lesley has always to the area. Unfortunately we are unable to do these as

willingly assisted with any educa- fast as we would like due to a lack of people wishing to
tion special days and is especially interview our citizens. We would welcome any other
good with children. people who could undertake interviewing for us.

As a complete change to the mu-
seum she is also a Zoo Docent,
giving her time there several days
a month to assist visitors at the Zoo.

Nancy Tavlor Nancy has as Thomas Peel arrived on the 'Gilmore' at the Swan River

sisted at the museum for a long . o e
time, she is of great value in recog- se_ttl_ement in December 1829, arriving too late to gain his
original land grant.

nising photograph’s contents and
identifying  people. Currently It is known that Peel was delayed slightly by Captain

Nancy is working on cataloguing Geary who wished to honeymoon in Capetown, South
our extremely large photograph Africa with the bride he met during the voyage.

collection. Thomas Peel was furious as this might mean he would
not arrive in time to take land along the Swan as
negotiated with the British Government, and rumours
D@]@H surfaced after the 'Gilmore' left Western Australia and
arrived in Hobart that Peel and Geary had fought a duel.
There was no obvious injury to either party and no
definite proof of the duel actually happening.

Due to various problems associated with the actual sail-
ing date from England, we may be certain that by the time
he arrived in Capetown that he would have already been
too late to take up the original grant.

Peel's temper was notorious, and rumour has it that later
he challenged the Captain of the Rockingham to a duel
on Garden Island. This duel may have resulted in the
wound to his hand, which was reported by the doctor as
a hunting accident, saving Peel from a hanging.

The result of this accident was that Peel was absent from
Clarence for some time, due to iliness possibly caused by
infection in the wound. The wound also resulted in Peel
having to change his writing hand from right to left, and
historians can readily demonstrate a major change in his
handwriting following this period.
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