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Catalpa Aftermath. With the recent airing
of a documentary on ABC TV, which out-
lined the dramatic rescue of Irish political
prisoners from WA, by members of the
Irish Nationalist Fenian Brotherhood, it is
worth taking a moment to think about the
implications of the event for the still young
colony of Western Australia. Seemingly
from nowhere, a plan carried out by a
committed enemy of the British Empire,
under the flag of the US, had succeeded in
successfully raiding one of its colonies.
During the 1870s the US was far from be-
ing on good terms with Great Britain. A
case launched by the US, was being
heard in an international court of arbitra-
tion, seeking compensation for British as-
sistance given to Confederate commerce
raiding vessels during the US Civil War.
America had declared its intention to go to
war if the damages claim was not fully
paid. Both the Imperial and Western Aus-
tralian colonial governments would have to
take a serious look at the defences of the
western half of the continent and deter-
mine how any future raids could be re-
pelled or deterred, whether by a group
such as the Fenians or by a foreign power.

The only effective challenge made to the
Catalpa, during the raid of 1876, was by a
party of Pensioner Guards, who had been
taken on board the colonial steamer Geor-
gette, with one of their two field guns. The
Pensioners were, as their name suggests,
British army pensioners who had, at the
end of their service, agreed to extend their
enlistment in order to guard convicts on
their journey to WA. On their arrival, the
Pensioners were variously assigned to
guard convict depots or granted land, on
the proviso that they attended regular drill
sessions and be called out in the even of
any military or civil threat to the colony.

Pensioner Guards, or Local Compa-
nies as they were sometimes called,
were an attractive and relatively cheap
way for the Imperial Government to
defend European settler colonies.
Apart from arms and uniform, they
cost nothing beyond their government
pensions and provided much needed
manpower for struggling colonies, as
WA was. However, the solution was
not permanent. While often only men
in their late 30s, when they arrived in
WA, by the late 1870s they were
reaching an age when the require-
ments of service were outpacing bod-
ies that had seen 25 years of hard Vic-
torian military life. With no further fund-
ing from the Imperial Government be-
ing forthcoming, it was to fall to volun-
teers to fill the gap.

The volunteer defence movement was
not a new organisation in the late
1870s. It had begun in WA in 1861, in
line with the movement that emerged
in Britain, at that time when a per-
ceived threat of a French invasion had,
for a short period, galvanised the Eng-
lish middle classes into a patriotic fer-
vour. In WA, far from the French
threat, the movement had quickly
dwindled. It was revived in 1872, when
the threat of war with Russia, gave rise
to the imagined possibility of Russian
cruiser squadrons raiding the Austra-
lian coast from the Pacific. But it was
the much more realistic threat of fur-
ther Fenian raids after 1876, that cap-
tured the minds of the WA volunteers,
and the staff officers overseeing them.

Rumours abounded of Fenian vessels,
armed with heavy guns (much like the
Confederate commerce raiders of the
US Civil War) being prepared to attack
distant colonies where British naval
power was spread thinly.
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MDO Report. Welcome one and all to our Christmas edi-
tion of the Friends of Mandurah Community Museum
newsletter. Since our last edition we've kept busy with
many projects that have been in development over the
last few months and which are now coming to an ad-
vanced stage in time for the festive season. Space does
not allow me to mention them all, so I've chosen two sig-
nificant and related projects to talk about.

Island Point History Day was held on the 21% of October,
marking the culmination of many months of organisation
for both the Friends of Island Point and the Museum. The
Museum'’s contribution to the day consisted of our two
travelling display boards which for this event were config-
ured with a display that focused on the rich heritage of the
Southern Estuary and the role played in it by the Herron
family. From an historical perspective, The Friends of Is-
land Point group unlocked a valuable vein of living heri-
tage in the speakers which they organised for the day.
From the Indigenous representation by Clarrie Walley and
Lorna Little, to the settlement history from John McLarty
and Ross Walmsley, invaluable information has been re-
corded. Valuable links were made by the Museum with
individuals who hold stories and artefacts relating to the
Peel Region both on the day and in the lead up to it.

Perhaps the best example of this lays in how the day has
fed in to another significant project which the Museum is
currently undertaking in the form of our Indigenous Oral
History project. The day opened our eyes to the role that
farming families played in the lives of Indigenous people
in the region. As employers and friends, this significant
role meant that we have now taken oral history interviews
of John McLarty and Ross Walmsley which, if not for the
Friends of Island Point and the History day, would not
have otherwise been recorded. From the point of view of
the Museum and of history in the Peel region, the day
was a great success.

The Mandurah Community Museum'’s current Indigenous
Oral History program has successfully reached its half
way point, helping to cement the recognition of the role of
Indigenous people in the City's development.

Dr Mary Anne Jebb, a highly respected oral historian who
specialises in Indigenous histories has completed several
interviews with both elder members of the Indigenous
community, and long standing members of the farming
community.

The project is about more than just gathering histories. It
is helping to both revitalise the Museum’s Indigenous Ad-
visory Group and is also empowering community mem-
bers to become active in the representation of their his-
tory to the wider community.

So stay tuned for more projects and happenings in the
New Year when we will build on these and other success
to make the Mandurah Community Museum an even
more enlightening and educational repository of Man-
durah’s rich history. Merry Christmas to one and all!
Nicholas Reynolds

On Sale at the Museum now.
$5

Scouts visit the museum. On Sunday 11™ November
2007, the Museum had a visit from the First Mandurah
Scout Group, which comprised of 14 scouts and cubs
aged between 7.5 and 10 years old who are going for
their local history badge. They were accompanied by
their Leader James and 2 parents.

They were shown around the museum and were par-
ticularly interested in the Industry Gallery

and the canning history of the area. | found

them all to be very enthusiastic — they all

enjoyed the old school room and of course

the old cells. A few in the group had al-

ready visited the Museum before and were  Hhat,
enthusiastic and eager to be here, | enjoyed SMS

having them and hope they gained some-
thing useful from their experience.

The group had already done

part of the Mandurah heri-
tage walk before they got
here and were on their way
to Halls Cottage when they
left the Museum. The Scout
group leader has asked the
children to contribute to our
local Museum by compiling
a history of the First Man-
durah Scout Group.

— Rosemary King —
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Tales of Christmas Past. Oral History

We also had a tennis court on the side of the building and
at that stage Mandurah only had a small tennis court
which was used by the local people, so the country peo-
ple used to come down and use our tennis court and
they’d have their picnics and it used to be a real time at
Christmas time when all these farmers would come down
and they’d bring their picnic lunch and the children. It
used to be a really great time as everybody would share
together. We had orange orchards there and the oranges
would be ripe and they’d be able to have the oranges as
well. So it used to be a lot of fun.

I remember in 1950 when we first came we went to a
Christmas party in Mandurah and at that stage there was
no walls at the foreshore, it just went straight into the wa-
ter, and Father Christmas arrived in a seaplane. It flew in
over the Pen and landed in the river and came across
towards the foreshore as far as it could and they took a
rowboat out and collected him from the seaplane. Where
the public toilets are now, on the foreshore, at that stage
there used to be a big tall bandstand, probably five feet
above the ground with a big platform and they’d set up a
Christmas tree and everything on the top of that.

1958 ..... Mandurah at that stage, during the year, had a
population between two and three thousand. In the holi-
day period, at Christmas time, anything up to a hundred
thousand people would come to Mandurah. Where the
Senior Citizens and the two theatres now are located,
was a swamp, but in the summertime the swamp dried
out and that was covered with people staying in caravans
and tents.

Ice delivery at Christmas. In the early sixties the carnival
owner filled in part of the swamp there and put in his
merry-go-round and his side shows there. .. people in the
tents and that that we delivered the ice to. All along
Ormsby Terrace, on the sea side of the Peninsula Hotel
caravans & tents were all in that area.  Kevin Fowler.
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Furnissdale... . for the children, we used to always have
a bonfire and Father Christmas used to come, come up
the river in a boat and all that sort of thing and we really,
you know, had a lovely time with the children.

Junior Farmers. ...... the parents were, invited to their
Christmas, usually a picnic they used to have, and the
parents were invited to go along.

Wearne House Auxiliary & Red Cross. We would visit the
people there and at Christmas time we took them posies
and Christmas cards and things like that and we used to,
you know, have quite a lot to do with Wearne House.

Rose & Ray Fowler.
L 4 * * L 4 L 4 L 4

....during the Christmas break they used to start the
dancing about half past 7 carry through to midnight,
empty the hall out, clean it all up and put new filling on the
floor, sawdust and wax and stuff and then about 1
o’clock they would go through to 5 o’clock,

John Graysmark

...... Christmas Parties was one of the things | have been
involved in for many years, 1987 | worked at my first
Christmas Party, just as a volunteer, and for many years
after, in fact 16 of the last 17 years | have either coordi-
nated the whole party myself, that's sponsorship, activi-
ties, events, planning I've done that for several years. Of
more recent times | assist down at the Council with the
sponsorship side of the Christmas Party and raising up to
$25,000 in that sort of figure. ..... So I've had a continual
input to the Christmas Party over many years.

We call it the Mandurah Community Christmas Celebra-
tions.

Now Mr Blakeley provided a TV which was probably the
first TV probably in Mandurah and he had it set up in the
Boat shed, which is still operating today and the kids
watched TV and that's quite a nice thing he did for the
children. He was very family minded was Mr Blakely and
he used to provide money for Father Christmas outfits
and all sorts of things. David Kindred

L 4 L 4 L 4 L 4 L 4 L 4

..... Christmas, and we had caravansties coming down
here from the wheat belt, trucks carrying everything nec-
essary for a long camp, and they used to move right
around to the beach area where there were only sand
tracks and huge thickets of wattles, and in amongst those
they would pitch their camp. Some of those camps would
be there from harvest over to ploughing starting the next
year. They cleared a lot of it, but they didn’'t damage it,
because they very often came back to exactly the same
spot the next year, and the next year, and so on.
Ross Kirkpatrick
L 2 L 2 L 2 L 2 L 2 L 2

..... camped down for Christmas. ......Well, where the
Atrium is now — we used to catch fish around there.
It used to be a big swamp. David Nannup .

L 4 L 4 L 4 L 4 L 4 L 4

Mandurah Library. Very early on we did have a program
of reading to the children and a Christmas party every
year out on the veranda, and the staff would cater for it
themselves. Mary King,

L 4 L 4 * * L 2 L 4

Brighton Hotel. ..we were always booked out for Christ-
mas ---- (when the cook didn’t turn up to cook the Christ-
mas dinner) That was terrible. Poor old... | won’'t men-
tion names. Oh, unbelievable that day | don't know how
many... the Dining-room was packed and my sister had
to take over the cooking, | had to be the waitress ... but
we got through it and how we did it I'll never know. It was
unbelievable. Anne Layton

L 2 L 2 L 2 L 2 L 2 L 2

Young Wives Club. Christmas time we used to have a
carol song and barbecue at Judith Tuckey’s house. They
were very nice meetings; we all used to enjoy them.

Marg Morphitt




Christmas camping. ...... There was always plenty of
chatter and laughter and that going on with all the crowd
together, but we all had our own separate dinner. Each
camp their own. Eliza Morgan

¢ & 6 o+ o+

Fairbridge at Christmas. .when Fairbridge was going
we used to have a Fairbridge Christmas tree. We used to
go out there and take presents to the children and in re-
turn they used to put on a concert. We were always in-
vited guests to their at the annual concert party.
Hal Sutton
* & 6 o o o o

Campgrounds over Christmas. ....very peak period of,
or fortnight over Christmas. That was utilized for the holi-
day makers. There was, on the southern end of the re-
serve there, there was quite an area of Casuarinas. They
were utilized by campers to get underneath and provide a
little shade.

As a child (Christmas Day) was usually the day that was
the exception of going to Church that you put a pair of
shoes on, get dressed up and sit down and have Christ-
mas dinner with the family. Dudley Tuckey.

* * * * * *

Riding to Mandurah at Christmas time. ....Oh yes, when
we lived in East Fremantle we used to come down here
for most of our holidays, Christmas and Easter and that
and Tone and | got our bikes one Christmas and we were
very fancy. Next morning we got up and we rode to Man-
durah, we were going to come down to Mandurah and
stay with the rest of them, but we rode our bikes down
earlier. We rode all the way down here, and as | say the
roads weren’t too good in those days. Oh gee, but we
made it. Meg Tasker,

L 4 L 4 * * L 4 L 4

I would like to thank our many inter-
viewees (and their interviewers) who
have provided us with their memories
including those who we have chosen
to include in this newsletter.

These memories help us to know
what our wonderful Mandurah and
lifestyle were like in other vyears.

Jan Baker

Education Matters Discovery

What are some of the stories/images about Mandurah
that connect people to understanding the community/
culture they are part of?

Aside from Ronald Richards books, | consult the oral his-
tory (OH) collection for research. | will always find a quote
that | was hoping to find and | often find one that | wasn’t
looking for. What | love about oral history is how the inter-
viewee provides a unique contribution and interpretation
of history.

As a listener or reader, | think OH provides expression
and something to relate to. | struggle to remember facts
and I'm no good with numbers so | do like a good story to
help me remember historical content. There are some
gems in the MCM Local History Library that illustrate a
different points in time in Mandurah’s past.

| enjoyed reading Moira Wills (MW) interview with Lloyd
Tuckey (LT) when she was researching the Stretch 2007
bridge project. As you may know, the Tuckeys were in-
volved in the fishing industry which was important to the
livelihood of the town. Lloyd was born and lived in ‘the
house at the end of the bridge’. One would assume fish-
ing was in the blood, but he told MW he wasn't particu-
larly interested in fishing.

MW  Why do you think that was ... living so close to
the water? | would have thought that would have been
your primary playground.

LT Well, ... I would say that there was other things
were more interesting in the sense that ... Scott's Tran
port, right next to our business, was always a little bit of a
draw-card. New model motor cars ... | couldn't tell you
half the time what the modern cars are, but in those days
if a new car came into the district you would be very very
aware of it and ... the garage had a mechanical ...
department also, so they sold fuel, they had a mechanic
and they had the transport connection to the metropolitan
area, which ... all had a sort of a ... an attraction in one
way or another.

To me this illustrates, beautifully, the interests of a young
man and the changing times. | believe that the develop-
ment of the museum’s displays and interpretation will be
enhanced by the utilisation of the oral history program
and a sharing of the collective history of Mandurah. If you
haven’t had a look through the transcripts or listened to
the tapes, | highly recommend it. Sarah de Bueger.

Catalpa Aftermath. (Continued from front page)

Rumours abounded of Fenian vessels, armed with heavy guns (much like the Confederate commerce raiders of the US
Civil War) being prepared to attack distant colonies where British naval power was spread thinly. The story went that
they would appear off an undefended town and extort money under threat of bombardment. The funds would then be
taken back to America and used to fund the Fenian cause. While this may sound far fetched today, the Fenians were a
well funded, daring, and technologically innovative group. In 1881 they paid John Holland, an Irish émigré living in New
York and inventor of the submarine, to build a vessel for them capable of attacking the British navy. This he did, and
what was named The Fenian Ram, became the world’s first submarine ship of war, fully armed and, in the right hands,
one of the most powerful and innovative weapons in the world. Only a dispute over funding, its theft by a Fenian splinter
group, and the fact that its inventor was the only person who knew how to pilot it, kept the submarine from being used.
The Fenian Ram can now be seen on display in the local museum in Patterson, New Jersey, USA.

So as we can see, the prospect of heavily armed Fenians appearing off the WA coast was a remote, yet still credible,
threat to the Colony of Western Australia. In the next newsletter I'll talk about what was seen as the answer to this
Fenian threat, the remains of which can still be seen today on Garden Island.

Nicholas Reynolds.
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Volunteer Christmas Outing on Melbourne Cup Day.

A hardy band of volunteers gathered at the museum for
our yearly outing to a ‘place of historical interest’. This
year we decided to head towards Rockingham and see a
little of what that city had to offer.

We first stopped at the Catalpa memorial site to have
morning tea and read about the adventures of the Feni-
ans who escaped from the Swan River Colony after being
‘rescued’ by the American whaler Catalpa. The memorial
is in a lovely spot looking out to sea, luckily it was not a
hot day and the sea breeze was lovely.

Garden Island was our next stop, at the Causeway John

Macdonald collected us, a volun-
teer like us he was ex-navy and
assisted by showing people
around Garden Island. We
stopped at the Z Special Forces
memorial where John told us a
little about the two missions to Sin-
gapore, mounted by these brave
men in mini subs. The first mis-
sion was successful but not so the
second. Unfortunately it was here
that our bus decided to create

some problems for us, so we were a little delayed.
The Museum (and the City of Mandurah) organised lunch

to be provided on Garden
Island, then we quickly
toured the small museum on
the island and were then
taken to where it is believed
that Captain Stirling built the
first settlement in this colony.
There are the remains of an
old well there but little else to

provide any indications of its use. While we were there
we saw quite of few flowers identified by Julia Lindley on
a web site as Blue Rottnest Island Daisy , (photo insert).
Unfortunately the history of Peel's involvement with Gar-
den lIsland appears unknown although it is clearly docu-
mented in texts. Indeed, very little of Stirling’s presence
there was known.

We were taken by the bus around various parts of the
naval installation both in the morning and in the afternoon
and it was interesting to find out how things work in to-
day’s Navy. The Museum would like to thank both John
Macdonald and the Navy for making us welcome on
Garden Island.

We finished our day at Rockingham Museum which might
be classified as one of the best small museums concen-
trating on general pioneer history outside of Perth. We
were lucky to be there during a display of childhood
memories which concentrated on the first children in the
colony, migrant children being sent out later in the 19"
century, as well as those of Soldier and Group Settle-
ments. Fairbridge also featured in the information. Of
course many of the museum items displayed brought
back our own memories. We would like to thank Wendy
Durant and the ladies at the Museum who helped us to
enjoy our visit there.

Our last thanks must go to Nicholas and also to the City
of Mandurah for continuing to make this outing a definite
must in our volunteer calendar. Jan Baker
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W Volunteers of the Mandurah
Community Museum would like
;ﬁ to wish all our friends and read-

ers a Very Merry Christmas and N

Jﬁ a Happy New Year. P
|1

Volunteers of the Museum meet 9

wig, every second Tuesday of the Y
ﬁ month at 9.30 am. R/
$ ‘
%# Friends meeting follows Volunteers meeting 2

wife, at 11am, all who wish to are invited to attend.
)

\ There will be no January meetings.
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Book Report - * One Sunday’ by Joy Dettman.

Started off feeling quite depressed with this book, | re-
member a Sunday walk in Port Augusta (I think) in the
1960’s while waiting for time to go by and the trains to be
changed to continue a journey to Melbourne. The town
was hot, dry, dusty and deserted. Nothing moved, noth-
ing seemed green, most of

the shops seemed closed & >

and empty and flyblown. This
was where my experience
picked up on the first few
paragraphs of ‘One Sunday’;
I have always hated the heat!

In the early hot hours preced-
ing dawn of Sunday, 13 Janu-
ary a young woman from the
town is murdered and left
beside the road at the front
gate of the German family. The shock of the death cou-
pled with the location of her body sends the town into an
uproar, stirring the local gossips into action and igniting
the racial hatred that had already been on the simmer for
quite some time.

Co.

Thinking about the townspeople, you wondered how they
continued in such a barren atmosphere, both physically
and mentally. However, the characters did come out,
they were well developed and some delightful. Did the
two maiden postmistresses exist; certainly | know from
Mum'’s talk that nothing was sacrosanct in phone conver-
sations during that time in a country exchange. The resi-
dent policeman Tom, | really found sympathy for, what a
life!l Of course there were strong and believable charac-
ters, the backbone of country towns everywhere in Aus-
tralia, Katie, the Doctor and his wife, and then there was
the widow owner of a country pub, with her illegal activi-
ties, probably no different to a thousand other pubs.

This story grabbed me shortly after the beginning. It was
well developed with a intriguing plot, playing out through
the day with people’s identities and characteristics being
developed.

After starting off with ‘oh no, | don't think this will keep me
going! | found myself in the end of it really having en-
joyed and hurried to read in that enjoyment. What | have
now is another good author to read!! Jan Baker.
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Volunteering 2007 . This year has seen quite a few
changes in our volunteers; we are pleased to welcome
several new people onto our rosters. With their advent
we have been able to consistently work on our Mosaic
Database, continuing Nancy Taylor's very valuable work
in writing up forms for photographs. David Hughes (who
has now left) followed by Julia Lindley who has really
done very hard work. Rosemary King has continued her
work with photographs while copying some oral history.

Several people have started with us but for a variety of
reasons have been unable to continue, however just re-
cently Lyndall Branch commenced with us, currently she
is learning the computer, and the database.

Several of us have had extended holidays this year and
returned very refreshed with new ideas. Phyl Hardy is off
again touring Nepal and we are looking forward to hear-
ing of her adventures and also her experience volunteer-
ing with a health camp run for the Nepalese by Australian
and Canadian medical teams. | hope Phyl will be able to
include some comments in our next newsletter.

Unfortunately two of our constant Saturday volunteers
have had to either maintain an emergency attendance
only or be available for one Saturday per month. Lesley
Turner is finding her life busier and travelling more, and
Colin Warne also has found his other work commitments
considerably affecting his time at the museum. Without
them we wouldn’t have been able to open on Saturdays
this year. With the lowering of both these volunteer’s
hours and few people able to take on weekend volunteer-
ing it is possible we may not be able to continue to open
on Saturdays. At this time | am holding out to provide a
minimum of one Saturday per month, that one being on
the Market Day for the Historical Society.

As ever we desperately seek assistance for emergency
roster on the weekends, or someone able to commit for 1
weekend day per month.

To do aroll call of volunteers it reads like this:-

Tuesdays, Ruth Watson, Robyn Murray, Clare Matchett,
and when she is able Rosemary King.

Wednesdays, Susan Lawson, Phyl Hardy (currently on
leave), Julia Lindley, Lyndall Branch and myself.

Thursdays, Wayne Beardmore, Eddy Bryant and Marilyn

Giles.

Friday, Wayne Beardmore, Eddy Bryant, Nancy Taylor &
Jean Lane.

Saturdays, Marg Green (once per month), Lyndall

Branch, (if another experienced volunteer available).
Sundays. (1% Sunday) Pat & Malcolm McDonald, for
many years our lynch pin for Sundays. Rosemary
Rana, Rosemary King once per month, and Marilyn
Giles every week.
Jan Baker, Volunteer Coordinator

Chairman’s Chatter
Are you looking for a challenge? Have an interest in local
history? Enjoy meeting people and chatting? Perhaps
being a volunteer at the Mandurah Museum would be for
you.

Our current volunteers are of various ages and have di-
verse backgrounds. All became volunteers for different
reasons but agree that the experience has been both re-
warding and fulfilling. Presently we are in need of re-
placement volunteers to open the museum on weekends.
Could this be you? Could you spare four hours a week,
fortnight or monthly to share Mandurah'’s history with our
visitors? Full training is provided and a uniform is pro-
vided after a qualifying period.

Interested? Call Nicholas Reynolds on 95503 681 and
have a confidential chat.

Annual subscriptions for Friends of the Museum are now
due. Only $10.00 a year keeps you updated with all that
is happening in the Museum from our regular newsletter.
Please send in your subs as early as possible.

Looking for a little something on the history of Mandurah
to send to your friends and relatives? The Friends have
produced a 2008 calendar featuring photos of old Man-
durah that you cannot buy elsewhere. The cost is $5.00
per calendar and copies are available from the Museum
at 3 Pinjarra Road. All proceed from the sales go towards
improving the service and delivery of the Museum exhibi-
tions.

On behalf of the Committee a big thank you to all Friends
and Volunteers for their support over the last twelve
months and may they and their families enjoy a Happy
and Holly Christmas. Wayne Beardmore
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