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Smartôs Cannery. 
With our focus on Smart Street as part of the Stretch Festival, itôs an opportune time to 
take a look at one of the streetôs best known and earliest buildings. What is generally 
known as Smartôs Fish Cannery began life in 1878 as a new business started by 
Charles Broadhurst. It was not until 1897, after many years lying derelict, that R. and W. 
Smart reopened the factory and lead it to more success than its original owner. But who 
was Charles Broadhurst, the undoubted and often overlooked pioneer of the Mandurah 
canning industry? Broadhurst, born in 1826, was of Lancashire Cotton manufacturing 
stock, in an echo of Thomas Peelôs origins there and with a similar reason for settling in 

Australia. The ability to turn money 
made from the cotton industry in to land.  
So, Broadhurst arrived in Victoria in 
1843 to become a squatter. It seems 
that here at least, he did well for himself, 
and by the 1860s the promise of the 
Denison Plains Co. called, one of the 
early groups to attempt to plant  settlers 
and graziers in the north-west of WA. 
And like Peelôs plans in Mandurah, the 
Denison Plains Coôs scheme fell apart 
under Broadhurstôs management. Like 
so many entrepreneurs of the time, he 
then moved into the new , booming 

pearling industry at Nikol Bay in 1870 after a time spent managing local cattle stations. 
And yet, controversy still dogged him. Accused of underpaying and mistreating his 
óMalayô pearl divers, he was found guilty but later acquitted on appeal. During this time, 
looking to expand his business, he purchased in 1872 what would be the first steam 
ship operating on the WA coast, the SS Xantho. Barely six months after its purchase, 
the Xantho sank causing Broadhurst great financial loss. The recovered and restored 
engine of Xantho can be seen on display at the Shipwreck Gallery of the WA Maritime 
Museum and makes an interesting study which can give us an insight into the mind and 
methods of a man with Broadhurstôs ambitions and reputation. The vessel Broadhurst 
bought to operate in remote waters, far from modern repair facilities was launched in 
1848 as a paddle steamer. The ship was purchased by a scrap metal merchant and re-
fitted with an experimental steam engine . Strangely, the propeller which was selected 
for the rebuilt ship was incorrect for the engine meaning , effectively, that the drive train 
had to be run permanently in reverse. The vibration that this created caused the old hull 
to literally shake itself to pieces before it sank off Port Gregory. One has to doubt the 
business acumen of a man who would invest in such an ageing, poorly rebuilt vessel. It 
was the financial loss resulting from the Xantho sinking which in all probability forced 
Broadhurst to sell his interest in the Mandurah Fish Canning and Preserving Works to a 
Mr Forbes, the Smart brotherôs immediate predecessor in running the factory. All reports 
indicate that it was Forbes and the Smarts who turned the factory from a marginal enter-
prise into a fully functioning business. Broadhurst next tried his hand at Guano mining 
on the Abrolhos Islands , an enterprise which only took off under his sonôs control after 
his own retirement in 1890. Charles Broadhurst: A entrepreneur, like Peel, with visions 
for Mandurah  which others were destined fulfil. 



 

 

 

MDO Report  
With the end of the financial year fast approaching, a 
number of important projects are, to coin a phrase, com-
ing to the boil. As mentioned in the last newsletter, the 
Interpretation plan is entering the early stages of imple-
mentation and the Indigenous Trails project is progress-
ing. But of course, other smaller but no less important 
events and projects continue. And most importantly, visi-
tors keep coming through the door! 
 
Following on from our record December figures, we once 
again had some good results for February. 236 visitors 
came through the door in comparison to 197 for the pre-
vious year. Thatôs around a 20% increase. Many of the 
additional visitors were international tourists which is al-
ways nice to see. The first quarter of 2010 has seen a 
10% increase in visitor numbers to the Museum over the 

same quarter of 2009. 361 people visited the Museum in 
March, the best March figures in five years. 
 
The one hour promotional video produced by Loco TV is 
now complete and available on their website at 
www.locotv.com.au The Museum has just under 10 min-
utes of footage and is covered well in the package. Apart 
from the web availability of the show, it will be offered to 
Channel 7 for possible broadcast on a Sunday afternoon. 
This would be quite a coup to have the Museum featured 
on national TV and would have a definite impact on our 
visitor numbers.. 
 
Wednesday the 7

th
 marked the end of the series of five 

Indigo Blue art workshops held in the Museum as part of 
the Stretch Festival. Feedback from the participants was 
great; with most indicating that they would be interested 
in making a session of this nature a monthly event at the 
Museum. We exposed the Museum to different group of 
people and won for ourselves some new champions out 
in the community. The next step in the project is to show-
case the artwork created along with the scripts that were 
produced by Stray Cats theatre group based on Man-
durahôs history in the Museum. This display will be going 
up in our foyer on April 27 for three weeks to replace the 
60

th
 Anniversary of Local Government display which will 

now be able to travel outside the Museum. Depending on 
availability, Iôd like the first port of call for the display to 
be the Foyer area at the Council building in Peel Street. 
 
Iôd like to see this as the first of many such displays. 

Oral History and Artists Combine.   
 Memories of the Mall: Smart St. 2010.  
Over the last four months we have been working hard to 
collect memories of people who have at some time in 
their life had a relationship or knowledge of Smart St.  At 
the end of February, many of these memories were col-
lated and made available to artists who were co-ordinated 
by Carolyn Marks and Carol Nicholson from the City of 
Mandurah. 
In turn the artists are preparing art works to be shown in 
the Mall during the week before and over the weekend of 
1st & 2nd of May.  It is hoped that the memories of people 
who we interviewed will assist artists with a mental picture 
of both the past and present lives of Smart St and of the 
Mall which evolved from Smart Street. 
It is impossible to note here everyone who assisted with 
this project but please be assured that your help was of 
great value and the information received will be held 
within the Local Studies Collection of the Museum for fu-

ture generations. 
We will be hosting a morning 
tea at the museum during May 
to present books and CDôs of 
interviews to Memories of the 
Mall participants and also to 
present several outstanding 
oral histories some of which 
relate to the Hackett St School, 
70

th
 Anniversary project. 
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Below.  Recent photograph of Fish Mungah site. 

Web Watch:  NLA Historic Newspapers Site  

http://newspapers.nla.gov.au/ 

Occasionally something comes along which revolution-

ises research. I think this is one of them. Once, research-

ing old newspapers meant trawling through volumes of 

catalogs and hundreds of meters of microfilm. This web-

site allows keyword searches on papers from 1803 ï

1954. Try it. You might find something extraordinary! 

http://www.locotv.com.au

