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Returned Servicemen in Mandurah. The Returned
Services League of Australia (RSL) first conceived in
1916 as Returned Sail orsd

of Australia, in 1940 beca
di er sd, and Airmen | mper.i

again changed in 1965 to the Returned Services League
in 1956 and the current name adopted in 1990 to better

reflect the services of both men and women.

Western Australia also formed its first group in 1916,
there are now has many sub-branches of Western Aus-
tralia and the Peel area alone has six of these of which
there is Mandurah and Dawesville closer to home.

It is known the first meetings relating to forming a sub-
branch of the Returned Se
durah were held in January 1939 at the Brighton Hotel.
Many of the members attending that meeting were al-
ready members of -btahch in IPigjarrg
which commenced its operations in 1919 immediately
following the end of World War One. The office bearers
were President Mr Kingdon, Vice Presidents Capt Morell
and Mrs Scott. Secretary Treasurer Mr Goode. The in-
augur al meeting was held
Post Office in Pinjarra Road.

It is interesting to note that the museum building has
some relevance to the RSL, the first Secretary was W
Goode then headmaster of the newly built Mandurah
School in Hackett St but past headmaster of Dalrymple
School which as we know is within the Museum building.
Also in 1940 the RSL sub-branch attempted to have the
old Dalrymple School and grounds not required by the
police  Department vested in the sub-branch
(unsuccessfully).
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(continued from page 1)

Later, a request was made to the Murray Road Board in
April 1946 asking them to consider turning the corner
block at the old school into a War Memorial Park, and
appointing the Mandurah Sub-branch as wardens.

Interestingly, they also wrote in April 1946 to ask the fu-
ture of the Agricultural Hall and whether the grounds or
buildings were for sale or lease.

See page 4 for further photographs and information relat-
ing to building the RSL hall.

We are able to show photographs from a march in Man-
durah which we know was circa 1930s possibly late in
that decade or even the year of 1939, and would appreci-
ate any information or photographs we might be given.

(l nformation in this article
Murrayo by Ron Richards and
Mandurah Sub -Branch RSL written and compiled by

W.L. Tated January 1989 for the 50th Anniversary of

the Sub -Branch.

Education Matters. School Visits

During term one of 2011 we had 55 students visit from
Falcon Primary and 38 students visit from Dudley Park
Primary. The students were keen and interested and en-
joyed learning about the past.

Education Kits

| updated the Past Schools Days Kit. Nic gave me 2 ink-
wells, an ink bottle and a fireplace bellows to include.

| have included photographs to show the children while
on the heritage walk, what the natural and built environ-
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Mandurah Stretch Festival.
The Festival will be held May 6th to 8th and once again
many are expected to attend, the theme for this year is:-

ol aces and pat hway s

Key festival venues, such as the Mandurah Performing
Arts Centre, Alcoa Mandurah Art Gallery, 'Festival
Square' presented by Act Belong Commit and the eastern
foreshore, are hotbeds of creative activity again this year,
with projects also held at various other sites.

ment looked like in the past and some information to say
at each stop.

Museum Studies

| attended a two-day workshop at Mt Lawley Campus on
the 9™ /10" of April. Saturday was all about Policies for
Collection Management. Sunday was all about Docu-
mentation and Handling Procedures. It was very informa-
tive and reinforced the importance of having these proc-
esses well documented. | now need to do an assignment
related to this topic.

| need artefacts and materials that can be used for

teaching purposes, to be loaned to schools. Can ya
help me? Here are a few of the things | am looking
for: Fishing items, including hand lines, floats, nets,
sinkers, bait baskets etc
Katrina

pHOTOGRAPHIC WORKSHOP
When:Monday, May 16th
Where: Mandurah Community Museum

Time: 9.00am-4.30pm
Cost; Free

Paul Malone of Preservation Services will conduct a full
day workshop at the Mandurah Community Museum.

aul Malone is considered by the heritage preservation
community to be the best available commercial specialist
in WA.

The workshop will train you in the care and conservation
of photographic material (film, photo and negatives) in-
cluding handling, storage and digitalization.
The following components will be covered:

An overview of collecting habits and storage prac-
tices

The cause of deterioration

Identification and care of conventional photographic
materials

Problems and solutions associated with digital mate-
rials

Investigating a variety of conservation materials suit-
able for archival storage

Practical methods of restoration

Bookings Essential Phone: 9550 3682
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Museum Devel opment
Welcome to our annual Anzac day edition of the Friends
of Mandurah Community Museum newsletter. With both
Easter and Anzac Day falling at the same time this year
we have all had the change for a restful break where we
can catch up with family. The Museum has had a busy
time and 1611 give you
Bree O6Dwyer, the Cityods
dinator has been working hard for the Museum ever since
she took over from Joseph Vodopier after his retirement. |
think we all owe her a vote of thanks now that she, along
with Matthew Hall, has now got the replacement of the
courthouse roof on the
I need to reiterate just how important this is, or just how
much it shows the realisation with our building mainte-
nance people that there is significant work which needs to
be put into the complex here over the next few years.
Another project which Bree has been progressing is the
air conditioner and mortar re-pointing for the schoolroom.
We have met with a heritage builder on site and ensured
that the work is progressing on track.

Another area that Bree has been very helpful with has
been in implementing some of the work associated with
stage one and two of the Museum interpretation plan.
She has arranged quotes for the painting of the exterior of
the Museum and likewise for the installation of track light-
ing in the Mandjar Gallery and hallway to the courtroom.

The MDO has given text and images to Creative Spaces
for the site interpretation panels and Mandjar Gallery en-
try panel. The panel which will sit in the entry foyer is now
the only remaining element of the work which needs to be
done and should be the most
like to have objects on the panel in Perspex boxes to enli-
ven the panel and make it something more than just an-
other image/text based board.

The 2010 Stretch Festival Smart Street Mall project will
receive some much-deserved recognition when Commu-
nity Arts Network WA features an article on the project in

a magazine which they are producing to recognise the top
community arts and history projects auspiced by local
government in WA. With Bild.l
ing Oral Historians as one of the team involved in this
project oral history was always going to be a focus. One
of the reasons that the Mall project was selected was due
to it being a project whic
comes and objectives as listed in its current strategic
plan. When this is placed alongside the role it played in
the Stretch Festival and the ongoing legacy of the oral
histories collected for the Museum, we can all see how
worthy the project is of celebration. All of us here at the
Museum can be proud of this result and the work that we
put in to achieving it.

Of f i c er 0\isit Rrdthes Museum.

| have been to Canberra three
times now and each time | visit the National War Memo-
rial | find | cannot do it justice and must return at least
once over the visit, this time was no exception. We wan-
dered the rooms during the afternoon taking in displays of
the First World War, and returned there the following day

hi ghl atlg\msan?_.e.tinje. _ _
n e Wsothedrfeihhd tdld rReSthaificreMias & @IGSHE Cefe® O T -

mony and | was keen to se
feelings when | wat ched
in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior, a shiver of

emotion seized me. Possibly what was even more mov-

and respectfully closing. | stood both days with many
other people some of them young service personnel qui-
etly feeling the moment as the sun lowered.

All this in the area which to all Australians must be con-
sidered the cradle of Australian Democracy. The War
Memorial view stretches down Anzac Avenue, the long
avenue commemorating sacrifices made in many conflicts
from the Boer War to present day.

The view then crosses the lake to the building at the com-
mencement of Australian Democracy and Federation, the
Old Parliament House; this is now called the Museum of
Australian Democracy.

Finally your eyes are drawn to the site of the beautiful

new, current Parliament House, which symbolises a de-
mocracy which is ever fresh and hopefully evolving with

room for both old and new cultures. Jan Baker.
Above. Lone Bugler plays
Ceremony.

Left. View from upper balcony to both Parliament

Houses.
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From Esme Nobbs Photograph collection and Oral History. Anzac Days in Mandurah, can you recall the first ones
that you went to?

ANot really, but | know at school we used to go there and
now where did they do all that, must have been down on th

But there was no memorial or anything there, and | know they bought the piano on the back of a utility for somebody to
play the piano and they held the service there and then o

Yes, by the bathing sheds, the first ones | know of anywa

RSL Hall. Land was purchased on the corner of George From the | at e Ha l Suttonés C

and Pinjarra Roads in 1950, then Hakea Hall was pur- president of the RSL.

chased in 1951 and moved here to be opened in Decem- ~ ; : . ‘
. ; nYes, we | | Brian (Mainwaring

ber 1952 by Premier and local member, Mr (later Sir) RSL and all the Digby brothers, they were here then and

Ross McLarty. ey used eet in the hall originally, the Hotham Valley

From oral history of Ray Fowler, f We | | I ca n Oh%\ll ed to build the|r wn haII ell they
X\é?owrjfs hre

much more than what | 6ve 8tah %a”efymﬁmg the & r mitii
of us with trucks picked “P I%ltpeﬁehhlnk h%ﬂjlemd%%ﬁngfhétbo%a{h&' Iy
Hakea and the RSL members dismantled it and three of re-erect it in Mandurah, which they did do.

us with trucks carted it down to the place in Pinjarra Road ) ) ) i
Where did they get the land? (interviewer John Price)

whereitwasre-er ect ed. 0

| think they just bought the land in Pinjarra Road and just
the other side of George Street, between George Street
and Forrest Street. The hall was an asset to the town for
many years. It was where most of the dances were held,
weddings were held there and nearly everything was held
in the RSL hall. l'tds only i
moved. The RSL is now | ocat
RSL homes and hall and everything in one complex.

ey

Last Post, In military tradition, the Last Post is
the bugle call that signifies the
end of the day's activities. It is
also sounded at military funer-
als to indicate that the soldier

Photo from Esme Nobbs collection held at Mandurah Museum has gone to his final rest.
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Photographs on this page taken by Jan
Baker for the Mandurah Community
Museum.
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Above and right, photographs taken 2pm
April 2005 shortly after opening ceremony).

Photograph below, taken at dawn April
2010, to be part of
collection of Mandurah War Memorial
photos.

All Photographs held at Mandurah
Community Museum.
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Now Hear This! On Wednesday 13" April, the Museum
together with the Friends hosted an afternoon tea to pre-
sent a series of Oral Histories from the last 12 months,
Mayor Paddi Creevey was there to open proceedings.

The event was full of fun and energy as old friends met
and exchanged both memories and current events in their
lives; it was also attended by many past interviewees in-
cluding John Graysmark, Ross Walmsley, Bill McLarty,
Mary King, Isobel Borland and Pat Renfrey.

Ken Donohoe told of the sweater he was wearing which
was purchased to commemorate the transition from Town
to City in 1990. Joining Ken in the presentations were
Merv Christiansen who together with Kay had given me
many anecdotes and memories. Bill Hatton who came to
Mandurah in his teens and progressed through all areas
of Local Government here, attending night school in Perth
to achieve qualifications gave an insight into Mandurah
from the 19606s onward.
them more than 90 years of experience with Local Gov-
ernment in the area.

John Perry had assisted the collection with his memories
of real estate and development history within Mandurah
as well as memories of his father Harry, who started here
60 years ago.

Pictured, Beryl & Ken Donohoe, Kay & Merv Christiansen.

Chairpersonés Report.

The Friends of Mandurah Community Museum have got-
ten off to a good start in the first quarter of the year. We
have successfully applied for a City of Mandurah commu-
nity assistance grant to help with staging a photographic
preservation workshop to be hosted by Paul Malone on
the 16th of May. Please see the advertisement on page 2
of this newsletter.

Another event that | have to report is a change in office
bearers, with Phyll Hardy having to step down as chair-
person due to ill health. At our meeting in XXXX Cherry
Burton was elected as chairperson and Ruth Watson was
appointed Secretary/Treasurer. Please join me in wishing
our new team the best for the upcoming year.

I would also like to thank the members of the Friends for
their assistance with the catering for the oral history after-

T h 6,808 ted hBId & Bie 1848 dF Aphl.atdvas WEnbeM@ @ Bee

so many old friends from the Mandurah community get-

Mandurah Community Museum,
3 Pinjarra Rd,
MANDURAH WA 6210

Telephone 9550 3680.
Email. museum@mandurah.wa.gov.au
Internet. www.mandurahcommunitymuseum.org

Opening hours.

Tuesday to Friday. 10 am to 4pm.
Saturday & Sunday. 11 am to 3pm.
Closed Mondays and Public Holidays.

ting together and having such
company. ltds events |ike h ¢
to people who havendt been at
old acquaintances the chance to have a yarn and
strengthen those bonds. It was great to be a part of it.
Cherry Burton
An interviewee with a
wider Perth Community
knowledge was Kevin
Jackson who had told
us of the early days of
Jacksons Drawing Sup-
plies as well as his
memories of his father,
well known Mandurah
personality Harry Jack-
son.
We would like to thank
Friends who assisted in
the event, and these
were represented by
Cherry Burton, Ruth
Watson, Eleanor Kay
and Walter and Mary
Homewood. Jan Baker.
Friends of Mandurah Community Museum,
3 Pinjarra Rd,
MANDURAH. WA. 6210.
Meetings are second Tuesday of the month at 11 am.
The mission of the Friends is to provide assistance
and support to the museum in all its endeavours.
The O6Friendsd also seek t pr

history of Mandurah, and to assist other like minded
bodies.

Membership of the Friends is by a yearly member-
ship fee of $10 due each August.
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