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Dalrymple School reaches 110 years.  

The site of the School was officially gazetted as a School 
reserve on the 3

rd
 June 1898.  Following the allocation of 

part of the school site for the erection of the Agricultural 
Hall, the school requested the resumption of approxi-
mately half an acre of land to the south of the reserve.  
A contract was let to Stubbs and Ward, builders from 
Perth, for the sum of ȥ351.17.0 on the 20

th
 January 1900 

to build the new school. The contract was due for com-
pletion by the 20

th
 April that year, with an overtime pen-

alty of ȥ3 per week. The project was completed four days 
late, on the 24

th
 April, and the exact cost of the contract 

amounted to ȥ373.2.4.  Work included:  

School room for 50 children with verandah and lava-
tory. Water supply: 1,000 gallons in tanks. Materials: 

concrete foundations, brick walls, iron roof.  

The new building opened with an enrolment of 16 boys, 
17 girls, one male teacher and a female monitor.  
In October 1900, a portion of the adjacent Creery land 
was resumed and added to the school site. This was to 
replace land used for building the Agricultural Hall. The 
increase was not officially gazetted until 1906.  In cele-
bration of Arbour Day 1901, Peppermint Trees were 
planted along the foreshore, adjacent to the school. 
By 1932 the people of Mandurah were becoming con-
cerned by the condition and inadequacy of the current 
school and its grounds and it was at this time that the first 
movement to purchase other grounds for provision of a 
new and larger property were made.  Part of the south 
and west walls of the school building had begun to dete-
riorate. Cracks were obvious and plaster had started to 
fall from the cracks.  (cont. page 5)  
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MDO Reporting.    Eacottôs Cottage has been receiving 
some long overdue attention over the last few months. 
Thereô been some kind of activity occurring around the 
cottage in terms of fencing off the building at Mandurah 
High School. Iôve checked this out with the staff at the 
school and was told that there is an asbestos issue with 
the fibro roof that was installed during the 1988 restora-
tion of the cottage. Iôve informed Eddie Marcus, the 
Peel Regional Heritage Advisor, who has sent a letter to 
both the high school and the Education Department 
reminding them of the cottageôs significance.  

In a further update to the issue of the roof I have re-
ceived information that the Heritage Council has ac-
cepted a request to examine the property for inclusion 
on the State Register of Heritage Places. This is par-
ticularly good news as our Regional Heritage Advisor 
says that this now releases funding for research that will 
provide a good case for having the property listed. 
Once listed, grant funding would then be available for 
the repair and upkeep of the cottage. Letôs keep our 
fingers crossed and hope that a good case can be 
made for listing. Iôve forwarded some preliminary im-
ages to the Heritage Council and am waiting to provide 
more assistance when needed. 

Weôve managed to mount two travelling displays over 
the last two months, the first of which was a part of the 
Sweet Adalines convention held at the Performing Arts 
Centre. The increasing numbers of conventions that are 
imminent shows us the value of promoting ourselves 
directly to these groups at their location. With the Sweet 
Adalines we were also able to place brochures directly 
in each delegateôs convention pack, making over 100 
brochures in total. For Museums and Library week we 
placed a display in the Falcon E-Library. The Library 
crew have been impressed with our displays, especially 
since the Sticks and Lake Clifton event displays and 
have been regularly asking to host displays. The previ-
ous issue of the Friends newsletter has also been fea-
tured on the pin-up board at the central library. 

Over the last two months Iôve been in contact with one 
of the journalists from Scoop! Magazine regarding an 
upcoming edition of the travel magazine in which they 
plan to feature Mandurah as a tourist destination. At the 
first contact I was assuming that the plan would be for a 
small article with minimal historical content. However, 
the journalist involved visited the Museum and inter-
viewed myself and also Cheryl Brewer for around an 
hour. Sheôs gained a good understanding of Man-
durahôs history and has taken the Peninsula Hotel as a 
feature for her part of article. I have provided her with 
images of the Pen along with others of the old bridge. 
With the Visitorôs Centre also assisting with the feature 
it looks set to be a great promotional piece for the City 
and also the Museum. Now that the magazine has just 
been published, Itôs turned out to be as good as I 
hoped, with the Museum getting several references, 
and a surprising number of direct quotes from both my-
self, and the star of the piece, Cheryl! All photographs 
were credited to us and Iôm going to make sure that we 
have a copy of the magazine to place in the collection. 
With an article such as this in WAôs premier tourist 
magazine it canôt help but have a very positive effect on 

our visitor numbers over the next six months.  Nicholas  

Dates Session 1 Session 2 

Tuesday, September 28th 9.30-10.30am 11.00-12.00pm 

Wednesday, Sept. 29th 

  

9.30-10.30am 11.00-12.00pm 

Tuesday, October 5th 

  

9.30-10.30am 11.00-12.00pm 

Wednesday, October 6th 

  

9.30-10.30am 11.00-12.00pm 

Scitech is coming to the Mandurah Community 
Museum . 
Presenting the Science of Slime (Ages 5-12) 
 

Explore and make your own slime. 

Cost: $6.20 
 
Register on 9550 3682 to participate.                     

September/October School Holidays 
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completion. 
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right, also showing Agricultural Hall built during same period.  

The hall was built on  land belonging to the Education Dept. 

and replacement land  was only gazetted  in 1906 from the 

Creery Estate. 


