Friends of

MANDURAH COMMUNITY MUSEUM

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum Newsletter.

December, 2010.

Welcome one and all to our last edition of the Friends of
Mandurah Community Museum newsletter for 2010. The
year has been both busy and successful for the Museum,
with many of the recent highlights featured in this news-
letter, | think the most outstanding aspect of this year for
us has been the numbers of visitors we have attracted
and informed. As we have been mentioning in our last
few newsletters, we have broken records for the last
three months straight. 441 people visited us in November,
a 120% increase over last year. The question now is not
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The current project to revitalise the streetscapes in
the CBD is something that all of us have had to manage
as they move to a successful conclusion. However, two
important heritage elements resulting from the works
have emerged. Firstly, the stone Mewburn monument
erected in 1974 will need to be moved, possibly back in to
the Mewburn car park. A new commemoration of Robert
Mewburn and his school will be placed in the footpath at
the front of the Mewburn centre. Along with words re-
cording the sitebds signifi
burn and his school will be etched into the pavement.
ltds great to see that
its hopefully temporary home in our back shed. Thanks
must go to the crew from Waterways, particularly Neil
and Chris, who have been committed to this project and
assisted us greatly in moving the boat to the storage
shed at the rear of the Museum. This will be its tempo-
rary home where we can commence some preliminary
cleaning and stabilisation before we contact some spe-
cialists from the WA Maritime Museum who can advise
us on conservation tasks which we will be able to under-
take. Continued on page 2...
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Special features

2010 Highlights. Nick Reynolds.
Vale - Owen Tuckey.

Exhibition: From Bunyip to Beautiful.
Seniorb6s Expo.
Volunteer Christmas lunch.
Mandurah: Spanning the Ages.

Peel Resource Volunteering Awards.
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Come and visit our new exhibition

Wetlands:

From Bunyip to Beauvtiful

on display at Mandurah Community Museum
until January 7th
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Regular features.

From the MDO . Nicholas Reynolds.

Education Matters. Katrina Pritchard.

Spotlight on Volunteers. Jan Baker
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From the Visitorés Book.
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Vale - Owen Tuckey. Long
time friend of the museum,
Owen Tuckey passed away in
Mandurah on 13" November,
2010, his funeral was on
Thursday 18" of November.
Only child of Hobart and Mil-
dred Tuckey, Owen grew up in
Mandurah attending Scotch
College and returning home to
assist his mother with the run-
ning of picture theatres. Later
Owen purchased the theatres
outright and later again was
involved in opening the drive-in picture theatre. He also
commenced farming and continued this for many years.
Owen married his wife Judith in 1954 and they have two
children, Anthea and Stuart.

Owen was a member of Mandurah Shire Council during
the years from 1976 to 1979 and served as Deputy
President during that time. Owen also worked tirelessly
in waterways management for which he received an
Order of Australia medal. Owen was made a Freeman
of the city for his services to the community.

Owen Tuckey will be missed by all at the Mandurah
Community Museum.

Our condolences to Judith, Anthea and Stuart.

Mr. Jim’s Magic Show )

Looking for an outing for your kids during the January School Holidays?
Bring them to Mr Jim's Magic Show at the Mandurah Commumity Museun.

Treat your kids to an experience of old-fashioned magic and comedy, which will astound you,
leave you wide-eyed and in fits of laughter

Mr Jun's supporting cast mcludes several beautiful white doves and Felicity, a cute fluffy
Angora rabbit.

TJames Sleight, one of Australia’s most accomplished magical entertamers, plays Mr Jin. James
holds 4 national awards for his magic and comedy induding the title of “Australia’s best
children’s magician”.

Mr Jun’s Magic Show is suitable for all ages, but is aimed at children aged 5 to 12
years.

Price: $6.00
Bookings Essential Phone: 9550 3682

January School Holidays

Session 2

11.30-12.30pm
11.30-12.30pm
11.30-12.30pm
11.30-12.30pm

Session 1

10.00-11.00am
10.00-11.00am
10.00-11.00am
10.00-11.00am

Dates

Tuesday, January 18th
Wednesday, January 19th
Thursday, January 20t
Friday, January 21st
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Continued from page 1.

ltés sad to note that
at the Museum with Margaret Bromley was a request to
have the site of the borehole which Graham Davies fell
down in 1957 protected and memorialised. | was due to
meet her on the site the week after her tragic passing
and she was to point out the exact location of the
capped borehole on the property at 65 Allnut Street.
During my walk over the site | was not able to find any
trace of the borehole on the surface After some investi-
gation it appears that the council is only resuming the
front 2006 or so of the pr
hole site at the back of the property will not be touched
by road construction. The reduced block will later be
sold for housing. | am discussing the possibility of some
memorial artwork and interpretation near the road. |
should also note that | represented the Museum at Mar-
garet6s memori al service.

Over the last few months we have had a number of
research inquiries, especially relating to the Pinjarra Mas-
sacre. It should be mentioned how valuable the research
material that we have available on this subject is. Along
with the other research
both within Council and from the general public (Thanks
to Cherry, Ruth and Col who do so much to clear these
up on Tuesdays!) we should remain aware that answer-
ing these questions and requests is one of our main func-
tions. The fact that weodre
nine times out of ten, to a successful conclusion shows
us all that we are performing well as a community learn-
ing hub. On behalf of the Museum, let me take this op-
portunity to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Nicholas

Education Matters.  Another year is coming to an end
and what a great year it has been.

I am extremely happy with the nhumber of school groups
that have visited during the year and the number of
schools that have borrowed education kits. We even had
schools as far as Comet Bay and Secret Harbour visit.

The education kits are an ongoing project, where objects,
activities and information are being added to them on a
regular basis. | recently added to the Past School Days
Kit, information about early educators in Mandurah, oral
history memories of school life and photographs showing
what teachers and students wore to school.

I f you have any items that
could use them in the education kits. | require games that
children played, kitchen and household items used and
clothing that was worn.

| have been promoting these kits and the educational
value of our museum to local schools in the area. | have
visited most schools; however with changes of staff and a
new school opening | plan to visit or send information to
the schools again at the beginning of 2011.

This year we had Sanny Ang the Origami Specialist and
Scitech visit during the School Holidays. During January,
Mr Jim the Magician is visiting (see left for info).

Next year | would like to arrange workshops for adults
about the preservation and care of photographs, books,
documents and textiles.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas. Katrina
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Volunteers enjoy Christmas luncheon . On Thursday
11th November volunteers gathered at a restaurant to
once again celebrate a successful year and herald the
commencement of the Christmas season. While there
were initial delays due to misunderstandings the lunch,
which turned into a long lunch, was great fun and enjoyed
by most.

Volunteers of the museum really only have several occa-
sions each year to enjoy e
those of Nicholas and Katrina without the demands of the
Museum intruding. Normally we are all involved at func-
tions in the museum assisting with the smooth running of
them which leaves us little time to socialise. During this
lunch we were able to meet and talk to other volunteers
from all days of the Museum and discuss what is to us a
very enjoyable contribution to the community of Man-
durah.

We would like to acknowledge the City of Mandurah for
providing monetary assistance to do this and also Nicho-
las for arranging this luncheon.

7 === s -
Volunteersd Margaret Oliver, Nancy Taylor, Cheryl Brewer, Tracy Edwards-Smith, Ann Love and Ruth Watson at lunch

What 6s for
Above Left, Marilyn Giles & Margaret Oliver,
Above Right, Walter & Mary Homewood
Below right. Dave Brown.

Merry Christmas
all .




Wetlands: from Bunyip to Beautiful. This touring exhi-
bition opened in Mandurah on Sunday 28" November
and the opening was attended by an estimated 70 or
more people. The formal part of the opening was con-
ducted on our beautiful Dalrymple Park under the shade
of one of the trees planted by students in the first decade
of last century.

See below: invitees enjoy the shade on a warm Sun-
day morning.

For the first time we opened an Exhibition on a Sunday
during the day, enabling many Perth people to attend and
the event was supported by Museums Australia WA
Branch who financed the food provided for a late morning
tea or what could be a light lunch.

The exhibition will be on
show for six weeks and it
is hoped that it may re-
turn to us so we can in-
volve schoolchildren of
Mandurah with our edu-
cation program in this
case relating to Wet-
lands.

People attending the dis-
play will find it in our re-
ception area and we
hope that those of you
unable to attend the
opening will come and
see it during its presence
here.

This is the first time our
Museum has launched a
major state wide touring
exhibition and we were
very pleased to be se-
lected to undertake this.

The project involved the
Museum with our local knowledge on the Lake Herron/
Clifton area and the history of it. The museum organised
the local component and we have produced photographs
and information relating to the area.

Above: Councillor Ron Wortley welcomes guests on
behalf of the City of Mandurah.

More than 12 of our volunteers/Friends attended this
opening and assisted with provision of drinks, food and
cleaning up after. Thanks to all of those volunteers, with-
out you the Museum would find it very difficult to arrange
exhibitions.

Above: Val Humphrey from Revolutions at Whiteman
Park and John Hughes from the City of Mandurah.

Revolutions at Whiteman Park will be hosting this display
for the latter half of the school holidays and has a spe-
cially designed school holiday program relating to this
subject.

From Revolutions the display will go on to tour the state
prior to returning to Mandurah.

Below: two of the display panels, on the right shows
information relating to Lake Clifton and also the
Dawesville cut.

Page 4




