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Kanyana Carnival  1966 -1988 
The early Kanyana carnivals were the result of the lead-
ing townsfolk of Mandurah attempting to provide an 
ongoing attraction for tourists after the Fishpot fishing 
competitions of the late 50s and early 60s came to an 
end. This also coincided with the transformation of the 
Sontoy ballroom into a shopping arcade, which removed 
another of the early tourist attractions in Mandurah. 

The founding committee meeting took place at the Brigh-
ton Hotel on May 3 1965, at which Mr Jim White was 
elected president and Mr Alf Snell honorary secretary. 
There was considerable enthusiasm at early meetings, 
one of which attracted no less than 54 local citizens. 

An early move envisaged that an appropriate name 
should be chosen for Mandurahôs proposed annual festi-
val. With this objective in view, a competition was held 
among students of Pinjarra High School where Mandurah 
children made up a large proportion of enrolments. The 
word ñKanyana,ò with an Aboriginal meaning of ña gather-
ing of people,ò was submitted by Miss Helen Proctor, then 
15 years of age and daughter of Mr & Mrs Ken Proctor of 
Pinjarra.ñKanyanaò was accepted by a carnival committee 
meeting held on July 13 1965. The inaugural president, 
Mr Jim White, tendered his resignation to the committee 
in August and was succeeded by Mr W (Wally) Doney. 

Early discussion favoured two separate carnival periods 
throughout the two last weekends in January. However, a 
committee meeting in October 1965 favoured and de-
cided on a ten-day period in January. With the approach 
of the first carnival period, the committee held regular 
weekly meetings and, in some cases, at more frequent 
intervals.  

One of the biggest events within the carnival programme 
was instigated in time for the 1966 festival for which Mr W 
(Bill) Crowley donated $200. 

Former minister for Fisheries, Flora and Fauna, Mr G. C. 
MacKinnon, M.L.C., officially opened Mandurahôs first 
Kanyana Carnival on Saturday January 22 1966 at a 
ceremony on the western foreshore.      See next page . 

ñKanyana,ò with an Aboriginal meaning of ña gather-
ing of people,ò was submitted by Miss Helen Proctor, 
then 15 years of age and daughter of Mr & Mrs Ken 
Proctor of Pinjarra. 
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Education Officer .    2011 has been a busy year. 
I am extremely happy with the number of school groups 
that visited during the year and the number of schools 
that  borrowed education kits. 

We had a range of holiday activities this year.  Buzz 
Dance Theatre conducted dance workshops,   The Spare 
Parts Puppet Theatre had children making puppets and 
we made kites and flew them at Dalrymple Park. 

We had a Photographic conservation workshop for adults.  
Next year I hope to arrange a paper conservation work-
shop.  Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas.     Katrina  

Sparkles & Hey Presto are 
Perthôs best childrenôs entertain-
ers.   Donôt miss out on a most 
sensational, entertaining and 
memorable show.   
Sparkles & Hey Presto each put 
on different shows and both are  
interactive and fun. 
 
 

Two shows a day-Bookings  
 Essential 
Tickets sold at the  
 Mandurah Community Museum  
 (Cash Only)  Parents free. 

Tuesday 17
th
 January   

 Hey Presto 
Wednesday 18

th
 January  Sparkles 

Thursday 19
th
 January  Hey Presto 

Friday 20
th
 January   Sparkles 

 
Time:  10.30am & 1.00pm 
Ages:  5-12 
Cost:  $6.00 

3 Pinjarra Road, Mandurah    Call 9550 3682  
www.mandurahcommunitymuseum.org/  

Kanyana continued.  

Similar to later years, the inaugural carnival smacked of 
variety, and was considered a successful accomplish-
ment, despite some obvious teething troubles quite nor-
mal with the organisation of such festivals. 

A childrenôs picnic and family day was introduced into the 
programme from the outset, Wednesday being set aside 
for this event. Its success throughout the first eight carni-
vals was so great that an extension was necessary over 
to the Thursday on subsequent occasions. 

Perth sponsors made significant contributions to the Kan-
yana Carnival in its early stages. This support was one of 
the important factors that prompted the committee to hold 
the festival in Januaryðwhen the flush of the holiday sea-
son was most evident.  Other factors attributing to the 
summer period was the number of programmed water 
events and presentation of organised entertainment for 
holiday makers. 

However these factors were queried in later years and 
suggestions came forward for an ongoing carnival period. 
The 1968 and 1969 carnivals took place under a Tuckey-
Dawson leadership. The 1970 carnival saw the Mandurah 
Tourist Bureau (formed in 1969) move into the carnival 
organisational field, due to an apparent loss of interest 
and a dwindling in numbers of committee members.  The 
Tourist Bureau took over total control for 1971-72-73-74 
with Mr F Semmens (manager) as organiser [in conjunc-
tion with an elected committee of 4 members] giving the 
annual carnival a much-needed shot in the arm.  

Frank Semmens and the Tourist Bureau stepped in again 
for 1978 and 79 to prove that the carnival had a future. 
The 1979 carnival featured cultural events staged in co-
operation with the Festival of Perth.  Frank Semmens 
once again stepped down in 1980, and another push to 
commercialise failed due to the bad impression left by the 
1977 carnival.  However, the committee, with assistance 
from the Tourist Bureau and ongoing support from spon-
sors, kept the festival alive in a reduced format. However, 
1988 marked the end of Kanyana as an annual event. 

 Lack of ongoing sponsorship and community enthusiasm 
for a format which had become a little tired over the years 
saw Kanyana come to a close. It was revived in 1991, 
being held in November, and was run on and off in a very 
much reduced format during the early and mid 90s before 
being replaced by Crab Fest in 1999. Its 22 year run as 
an annual festival spanned a time of change in Man-
durahôs history, and the role it played in attracting tourism 
to the town as the first modern community event in Man-
durah will always stand as a significant achievement for 
the Mandurah community. 

 

For more information relating to Kanyana see the Mu-
seums Fact Sheet, either at the Museum on line at 

mandurahcommunitymuseum.org  

 

The Museum is interested in obtaining more in-
formation on the Kanyana Festival and in par-
ticular would like to add to our photograph col-
lection images of the event or people involved in 
the event.  

Christmas memories :  I have many happy memo-
ries of Xmas in Mandurah.  Mum and Dad had retired 
from the farm in 1950 and being the youngest of the 
family I came too, I was still at school, (Pinjarra High 
School). 

Christmas was a family affair, always some of the 
family from the Wheat Belt would be here and often 
some of Mumôs family from the city.  First thing Xmas 
morning, Dad and the males, and the older grandchil-
dren would be off out to sea to pull the craypots and 
then come home and cook them in time to cool, to be 
added to the turkey, ham and chickens that Mum had 
already cooked.  Salads, Christmas cakes and pud-
dings etc. she had them all ready.  There was a big 
metal ice chest for the drinks of which there was al-
ways plenty! 

Most years Xmas meals were held under a very big 
apricot tree (still on the block in Tuckey St.) in the 
back yard.  The tree had been decorated for the day, 
lights etc.  I often wonder why we always had this 
day under that tree.  Looking back I think it was 
maybe because all would have not fitted into the din-
ing room!          Cherry Burton.  
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Christmas Presents for children.  Vic-

torian -Edwardian Childrenôs Toys. 

Poor families made their own toys, such 
as clothes peg dolls and paper wind-
mills.  This would 
probably would be 
the case for Man-
durah parents.  Chil-
dren would save 
their pocket money 
to buy marbles, spin-

ning tops, skipping ropes, kites and 
cheap wooden toys. 

Teddy bears were first produced in 
the Edwardian era and became in-
stantly popular. So began a craze that 
featured teddy bears in all sizes from 
ride on models down, also as designs 
on crockery clothing, and even as biscuits.  

Theodore (Teddy) Roosevelt, the 
26th president of the United States, 
is the person responsible for giving 
the teddy bear its name. On Novem-
ber 14, 1902, Roosevelt was helping 
settle a border dispute between Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana. During his 
spare time he attended a bear hunt 
in Mississippi. During the hunt, Roo-
sevelt refused to shoot a helpless 
bear and this act of kindness led to 
the naming of the toy. 

The golliwogg began life as a story book character cre-

ated by Florence Upton. It was a very popular toy for the 

nursery. In 1895, her book entitled ñthe adventures of two 

Dutch dolls and a Golliwoggò was published in London. 

Upton drew the illustrations and her mother wrote the ac-

companying verse. The bookôs main characters were two 

Dutch dolls, and the golliwog. The story begins with the 

two dolls looking in a toy shop when they encounter a 

ñhorrid sight, the blackest gnomeò. The little black gnome 

wore bright red trousers, a red bow tie on a high collared 

white shirt and a blue swallow-tailed coat. In all there 

were twelve illustrated books featuring the gallant charac-

ter and each new publication was waited for eagerly by 

the children of the time. 

Then all look round, as well they may  

To see a horrid sight  

 The blackest gnome  

 Stands there alone,  

They scatter in their fright.  

With kindly smile he nearer draws:  

Begs them to feel no fear.  

 ñWhat is your name?ò 

 Cries Sarah Jane:  

ñThe óGolliwoggô my dear.ò 

From Florence & Bertha Upton book, Two Dolls and a 

Golliwogg, accessed from the internet Gutenberg Site. 

Doll & Teddy bear photographs of Museum collection. 

 

From the MDO  
The inaugural Mandurah Heritage Weekend was held on 
the 12

th
 and 13

th
 of November and saw attendance fig-

ures of 320 people across the three venues involved: 
Mandurah Community Museum, Hallôs Cottage, and Ea-
cottôs Cottage at Mandurah High School. Initiated by the 
Museum, the Mandurah Historical Society partnered with 
us to provide heritage displays, carriage rides, heritage 
craft demonstrations, tours of Christsô Church graveyard 
and tours of Eacottôs Cottage all topped of by a sausage 
sizzle put on by the Museum volunteers on Sunday after-
noon. This annual event will go on to be a feature of the 
yearly City event calendar and do much to increase 
awareness of the Museum and heritage in Mandurah. 
Thanks must go to the Museum volunteers and members 
of the Historical Society who put so much hard work into 
making the weekend a success. 
 
The Mandurah Community Museum saw a record number 
of visitors come through the door in November. 612 peo-
ple in total toured the Museum, marking an all-time record 
for the month and an increase of 37% over our previous 
November best from last year. This also marks the fourth 
highest monthly attendance in the Museumôs history and 
an all time record for a non school holiday period. Con-
gratulations must go to the entire Museum team with spe-
cial emphasis on the effort put in over the Mandurah Heri-
tage Weekend. 
A grant of $4,981 was received from the Maritime Mu-
seum of Australia for the conservation of the Museumôs 
1958 Wilson tunnel hull fishing boat. The grant will be 
used to construct a wood and steel conservation cradle 
for the boat to prevent any sagging or bowing in the hull 
and to aid in movement of the boat for both work and fu-
ture display in the old Fisheries Department boat shed. 
 
A grant totalling $110,000 was applied for from Lottery-
west under the 2011 round of the Conservation of Cul-
tural Heritage grants. In consultation with Infrastructure 
Development, this grant would fund a project for the re-
moval of plastic based paint and cement rich mortar 
which was applied in error to the walls of Hallôs Cottage in 
1992. With the 1834 vintage building's ongoing issues 
associated with rising damp this has caused paint to bub-
ble and mortar to fret, not only on obvious external walls 
but also on internal walls where mortar and limestone 
material is becoming wet and dropping away. Further to 
this work we intend to also fix the source of the rising 
damp by replacing leaking gutters and down pipes on the 
cottage roof and re-route rain water to a new leech drain. 
 
On Monday 26

th
 of September a meeting was held with 

Dave Brown, the volunteer curator of the Roger May Ma-
chinery Museum in the Edenvale Heritage Complex, Pin-
jarra. Collection policies and the issues surrounding 
mainly volunteer staffed museums were discussed as 
well as ways that both Museums can support each other 
and attract visitors. Possibilities of collection exchanges 
were also discussed. This approach reinforces the Man-
durah Community Museum as being the leading museum 
in the Peel region in terms of professionalism and being 
able to offer assistance to our partners in the region. 
 
So, after yet another busy year with more projects to 
come in 2012 let me wish one and all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
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Eacott Cottage.  
Nicholas and Brett manned Eacott Cottage which hadnôt been open to the public since the Bicentennial project which 
brought the cottage back to an approximation of what it had been when built in 1831.  The first visitor to the cottage was 
Rosalie Richards who had sketched the cottage prior to the studentôs project.   
There were several different branches of the Eacott family who took the opportunity to visit  during the weekend. 
 

Heritage weekend saw Mandurah  
Community Museum sponsor the opening 
of a variety of heritage buildings around 
Mandurah.  While we may not have seen 
as many people as we would wish those 
who came were impressed and enthusias-
tically enjoyed the extra activities we  
supplied while they viewed the various 
buildings.   

Volunteers were present throughout the 
weekend and it is estimated that over 75% 
of volunteers gave their time during the 
weekend, several of them being present 
on both days. 
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Hallôs Cottage. 
The Historical Society 
also opened the doors of 
Hallôs Cottage and Mu-
seum House on both 
days. At Hallôs Cottage 
there was a demonstra-
tion of lace making, spin-
ning and weaving.  Iso-
bel, Clare and Marg 
Green got into the spirit 
of things by being in pe-
riod costume. 
 
Below.  The horse and 
carriage arrives at Halls 
Cottage where people 
were able to alight and 
pick it up next time 
around. 



 

 

Left.  Some lacework and implements. 
 

Right.  Patchwork displays at the Museum. 
 

Below.  Volunteers decked out the front of the  
Museum to attract patrons.  Unfortunately both the 
weather and having the boardwalk under repair  
Didnôt encourage large numbers. 

Michael McGhie 
and John Hughes 
man the front desk 
at the museum. 
 
Costume on dis-
play. 
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Saturday saw the Museum 
sponsoring a horse and car-
riage ride, which was a great 
hit for all ages, with volunteers 
also having the opportunity to 
ride the carriage towards the 
end of the day.  Those of us 
who did found it very exhilarat-
ing and just a little scary when 
uncaring car drivers blew their 
horns; fortunately the horses 
had heard it all before and took 
no notice whatsoever.  Pictured 
are Cheryl, Cherry, Jan with 
Pat Renfrey and other Histori-
cal Society members. 

 
On Sunday with the wind blow-
ing the barbecue out a decision 
was made to move it into the 
shelter of Museum House.  Dave 
Brown and Colin Warne with the 
assistance of extra volunteers 
Terry Lindley, Tom Hardy and 
Bob Baker provided a sausage 
sizzle.  During all the weekend a 
very informal John Hughes was 
present to lend assistance wher-
ever he might be needed. 

 
 
The Museum was manned at all times during the week-
end with Cheryl, Marilyn, Margaret and some of the week-
day volunteers providing assistance to the public. One of 
these was Michael McGhie who also organised for the 
boat to be taken from the shed and placed on display.  
The special display at the Museum was of Patchwork, 
both quilts and other items.  
 
Julia, Phyl, and Cherry were on hand to take care of extra 
items needed in the sausage sizzle and also to provide 
relief for Nick and Brett so they were able to take their 
part in tasting the wares off the barbecue. 
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