Friends of
MANDURAH COMMUNITY MUSEUM

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum Newsletter.

What 6s i n &or theamaxd 8everal months the
newsl etter wild. be doing a
these could be names of halls, roads, parks etc. We are
open to questions and suggestions as to which of these
places we might concentrate on and would appreciate
feedback.

Many of the street names are already known. This city
has commemorated some very important early settlers
and community members of the area. Thus we have Sut-
ton, Tuckey, Smart and Peel Streets, we have parks
named after Joseph Cooper, Kinglsey Fairbridge and oth-
ers.

For our first article we are going to start in the Dudley
Park area just next to the Museum. If we start with Sol-
di er 6 s quieocloge to the Museum, it was near to
here for several years soldiers were housed to protect
this small town of Mandurah and some of its farmers and
residents. Originally those soldiers were barracked closer
to the Peel house but after problems with aboriginals the
soldiers were placed closer to the more populated area
and to easy access for crossing to the Halls Head side.

Creery and Leslie Streets. Possibly named after the
Creery family who were one of the early owners of Loca-
tion 16. Around 1920 one family member was a Leslie.

fit was originally taken up by a Mr Creery who came
from Ireland, a fairly well to do fellow I think, and he
originally took that up and all the old people call that
the Creery Estate. o

Another old Mandurah family commemorated possibly by
Roy Tuckey were the Loxtons who were friends of the
Tuckeys.

Some World War One names are celebrated in this area
also and they include Churchill, Kitchener, and Eden.
Winjan Place acknowledges early indigenous people.
Comet Drive is named for the boat belonging to the
Tuckey Family during the fish canning days, it is seen in

photographs near the cannery. The boat was lost South
of Mandurah.
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Do you know these young ladies photographed at the Penin-
sula? This unknown photo from the Museum collection
awaits identification. If you can help, please call in to the
Museum or call us on 9550 3680.
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Now Hear This! Boltonds Mill.
Over the past 12 months Originally built by the Baile
| have been involved in 2 much employment for Mandurah residents as well as
major projects that the valuable Tuart for use in body building for cars, railway
Museum was assisting. carriages, busses and trucks. The growing timber busi-
The first as you know ness provided Tuart from the coastal area as described
was the Smart Street above and at one time supported 12 men in employment.
Mall. Collection of The mill situated between Old Mill Lane and Bolton
Memories of the Mall for Street, operated on the shor
the Stretch Project of mentioned earlier in this newsletter lent its name to sev-
April 2010. The second was also assisting with selection er al roads within the Sol dier
of interviewees and interviewing for Mandurah: Spanning The Bailey Family were millers in Fremantle who ex-
the Ages, also commented upon in this magazine. This  panded their business to Mandurah in 1911 at a time of
vibrant project was a first time effort for the Museum in great growth within the budding transport industry and
bringing together both youth and age to record visual  \hen many railway lines were being, or had been buiilt.
memories of Mandurah, the record of which will be held at After World War One. Bailevs Mill had passed into the
the museum and provide a valuable future resource. In hands of Len Bolton a,memt))/er of the Bo?ton Family also
2009 we were also involved in capturing memories for the of Fremantle (Isaac Bolton was well known in bué/iness
60" Anniversary of Local Government in Mandurabh. . : .
) circles), who were vehicle body builders, Len Bolton
An outcome from the prOJ_ects of 2010 was to also collect placed it under the managership of Mr W McKerracher
a further 3 sets of memories for the Museum, these were  and under his custodianship the business grew and was
of Ken Donohoe, Merv Christiansen and Bill Hatton, thier improved. They continued to trade under the Bailey
memories together spanned years of Local Government name for some years prior to
from the early 1960s to the early 1990s, a collective tragedy recorded which happened in the mill site was the
memory of nearly 80 years. These interviews will provide death of Norman Cooperds brot
a valuable research resource which will live for many 5 milling accident. In the mid 1920s one of the Bolton
years more than any one of us and record a period of  rycks went through the decking of the old Mandurah
immense change to Mandurah, both in its population and Bridge while transporting a boiler.
in its community development. All of these gentlemen During the 1920s Boltonds Mi
were able to also assist with photographs and documents nlucky boat Leviathand hic 'h had been b
to enhance their story. uniucky eVl wh i :
. . son, a boat builder of Mandurah, for the purpose of trans-
Also interviewed over the past year were three members  porting materials including timber to Fremantle. It is
of the Tuckey families, Lloyd Tuckey and Judith Tuckey.  thought that the Bolton business in fact supplied the en-
Both have links to Local Government, Sandra Tuckey  gines for the Leviathan. The Mill closed under the Bolton
with her family memories has added to this knowledge. I pame in 1926 and while still a little early for the Depres-
also had the privilege of interviewing John Kuhnberg who sion years the loss of this employment within Mandurah
is now a centenarian and was in the past involved in busi- must have put added pressure on the people of Man-
ness and later as a Councillor. Another lady interviewed durah.
following the Spanning the Ages project was Marj Copley . .
who with her husband were the people behind the name Imnoit9357fot:1e Fr)ne| Ir[[hvxéa(\)smbgﬁﬂywﬁ-ﬁgngd ifnor bﬂ?rursd iczj
6The Copsebd, an area which icgskgbbt%ﬂel\xt\%gﬁya'sﬁ" ﬁd\/\?eh1§8 bu
later became a family home. From here, much fund rais- y went bankrupt-prior to Wor ar ' wo.
; r the land was, subdivided and sold, the baijler from
ing took place both for Manéﬂﬁr ahols csryarH’?%gPe’ or§%n? S a-
the mirrl,” 'sat Ofr ~som years

tions and also such Perth charities as the Paraplegic
Centre. Much of this fund raising was done by Art Exhibi-
tions and sales. Marj herself was a keen artist and a tire-
less charity worker. Jan Baker

paddock near the corner of Pinjarra Road and Dower
Street.

The corner of Bolton
came the surgery for the first resident dentist of Man-
durah and this site is remembered by Neil Morfitt in his
Oral History.

The milling tradition of this particular area in Mandurah is
commemorated by three street names. OIld Mill Lane,
Bolton St., and McKerracher Street. Jan Baker.

Source Credits.

As mentioned in previous newsletters, this Museum refer-
ences for information relating to the history of Mandurah
a variety of sources which include loose leaf newspaper
collections, written memories, oral histories published
books, and in particular it refers to those invaluable books
written by Mr Ronald Richards which encompass the his-
tory of both Mandurah and the complete Murray Dis-
tricts. Two books by Ronald Richards in particular are in
constant use T iThe Murray Distri
Mandur aho.
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Education Matters.

Mr Jimdbs Magic show in Ja
Everyone that attended the show said it was excellent.
The telephone was constantly ringing with people want-
ing to make bookings. We had a total of 500 visitors,
326 children and 174 adults visited the museum over
the 4 days. Most people arrived early or stayed after the
show to look around the Museum.

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped on the day. |
greatly appreciated your assistance with collecting
money, directing visitors, blowing up balloons, putting
brochures into bags, giving out balloons and bags and
cleaning up after each show.

Katrina Pritchard.

N

The Buzz Dance Theatre will be joining us to con-
duct a fun and funky school holiday dance work-
shop.
They will be teaching developmental skills including
warm -up, isolation of body parts, coordination and
sequencing, shapes, spatial awareness and pat-
terns. Participants will be encouraged to play,
learn and explore aspects of dance theatre.
$8.00
Bookings Essential Phone: 9550 3682 Limited Numbers
April School Holidays

Wednesday April 27, Thursday April 28,

Price:

Friday April 2
Workshop Times.
Workshop 1: 10.0011.00amWorkshop 2: 11.3312.30pm

Mandurah Community Museum has been able to obtain
some extra copies
of the video made
last year involving
several volunteers
and Friends in a
project of youth to
record the recent
history of
Mandurah.

These videos are
available at the
Museum for $7.

nulde

MDO Reports.

? G @ MPa&T O0g8 gVrieSaitt Og y cfciedsUsr. € s
which is especially impressive when compared to the pre-
viously record-breaking figure of 191 achieved in 2009.
As foreshadowed in our Christmas newsletter, 2010 was
indeed a record smashing year for overall visitor atten-
dance at the Museum. In the end, 4,644 was the total
figure, 1,500 more people than attended the Museum in
2009. Thatdéds not far off a

To top this all off, we continued our series of record
breaking months in January with an all-time record
monthly visitor total of 804 people through the door. This
exceeds even the January 2006 figures of 670 achieved
when the library was temporarily located at the Museum
after the fire damage sustained in that year.

Much of this can be put down to our successful school
holiday programme. Mr Jim,
childrends magicians put o
which we accompanied with a display on the history of
magic. 500 adults and children attended.

It is also interesting to note that when these 500 are taken
out of the total monthly visitor figures we are left with 304
general visitors to the Museum. This is also an all-time
record for January which shows the rising awareness and
appreciation of the Museum by the public at large.

The O6From Bunyip to Beauti
a successful conclusion on the 7th of January. The exhi-
bition played a large part in helping us achieve our record
visitor numbers for December. We have asked Museums
Australia WA to enable us to have the display back when
the other museums taking part in the exhibition have all
had their turns at mounting the display. This will enable
us to focus on school groups attending the exhibition and
undertaking programs which fit in with their study pro-
grams for the year. A greater certainty of lead-in time for
the display will help us in this regard.

Dr Perdita Phillips, who has been involved with the UWA
group Symbiotica in producing a sound based art installa-
tion at Lake Clifton, was invited to give a preliminary pres-
entation on the work to a Dublin (Ireland) conference au-
di ence. Thus, a portion of
lection has been showcased at an international academic
level.

The report on the Museum which went up before the
January meeting of Council was a scaled back version of
the one originally written by the MDO and John Hughes,
Manager of Libraries, Learning, Arts and Culture. What
has been approved is the implementation of the first two
stages of the interpretation plan which improves our ex-
ternal signage, places gallery quality lighting in our entry
room and Mandjar Galley, and re-works our signage in
the entry room and approach to the Mandjar Gallery. Any
further progress on the plan has been delayed until a re-
port on the future needs of arts and heritage in the City of
Mandurah has been commission by our new Director of
Community Services, Leslie Wilkinson. $18,000 from the
Museumés budget in 2010/ 11
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Fort Pitt Blockhouse and Museum,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

While | was in the US last June | had the opportunity to
continue investigating the rich history of this picturesque
city. Some may remember my article in this newsletter
two years ago after | paid a visit to the Pittsburgh Histori- .
cal Society6s main museum at &8s

]
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served as an outer defence f
above, the blockhouse sits just outside the front door of

the museum. Beyond the scale model, we find one of the
initially less engaging display areas. Visiting during the
summer school holidays | suspect that this area of the
museum is designed for the reception of school tour
groups. Without such groups the room looks bare and

which can been seen in the middle ground of the photo somewhat uninviting. The walls are lined with maps and
above, complete with the steaming Heinz ketchup factory pictures, most with very limited interpretive text. These,
beyond on the other side of the Allegheny River. On this |l 6m sure, would be used by gt
visit, however, | want ed t o taesehed tour graups amdweuld avork vielhie this guided e t y
satellite museums at the other end of town: The Fort Pitt tour mode. But for an individual it become confusing and
Blockhouse and Museum. This site marks the foundation a little disorienting. We can see from the image below that

of the city which took its name from this fort, the largest the are is quite large. The cabinets that are visible at the

and southernmost of the chain of forts which protected
the French, and latterly, British transport routes down
from the Great Lakes in Canada and on into the river sys-
tems of what would become the United States. Before a
settlement was built on this point of land it was known
only as the Forks of the Ohio, the place where the Mo-
nongahela and Allegheny rivers meet to form the mighty
Ohio.

back of the room contained displays that were under con-
struction, the lighted one containing objects recovered
from archaeology digs underneath the floor of the block-
house outside the museum. This had the makings of a
good display and hopefully 16
I do make it back to Pittsburgh again. The first thing that

ltds thus very appropri at e tthisadisplay-ih-prodfiction mdde rde thng bf avges the pos-a r e
with on entering the museum is a scale model of Fort Pitt sibilities for displaying the objects that we recovered from

during its heyday in the 1760s. This is a particularly im- our own archaeological did w
portant element, with the surrounding park in which the 1854 police barracks. | 6ve s
museum sits being the site of the original structure. Yet number and size of objects w
with the modern city of Pittsburgh providing the backdrop, make for a good display. But what the folks at the Pitts-
itds nearly impossible to i buglgmuseum hath fated to donmihstheiorecovgrednob- h e r
(see picture above) as a collection of houses under the jects shows the way that a few pieces of broken glass
fortds wall. I'tds al so a vi aralpottéry cak betome gai powerfup éisplayp ®bjetts v e
only surviving element of the fort, a blockhouse, which make displays, and (See over...)
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guessing once again that these displays would really be at their
best when accompanied by a tour guide, and would come in to
their own when used in a school educational program. Immer-
sive recreations are one of the best means of conveying mean-
ing to children without the need for text and other interpretive
means. But for the adult single visitor, some text would have
made the experience a little more meaningful.

objects with good personal stories attached make great displays,
QR PDWWHU KRZ VPDOO RU :FRPPRQ |WKH\ PD\ EH 7DNH D ORRN DW
WKH LPDJH DERYH (YHQ LQ LWV HPEU\RQLF IRUP ZKDWYV PRUH DS
pealing? The block of text telling you about the history of the
site, or the remains of the objects of the people who made that
history? | think we can all answer that question very easily.
:KLOH ZHYUH RQ WKH VXEMHFW RI SHRSOH LQ WKH VDPH ZD\ DV SHR
ple make history, they also make museums and the experiencdt was the second floor of the museum that was undoubtedly the
we have as museum visitors. My very first experience of this highlight for me. This section of the museum dealt with the
museum came before | saw the model of the fort that | men- history of the French and Indian Wars and role that Fort Pitt
tioned earlier. It was with the volunteer at the front desk. She and the earlier French Fort Duquesne played in it. Text panels,
asked me how | was, and where | came from. When | told her reproductions of artworks, descriptive object labels and cabi-
that | worked in a museum, we got chatting. So really, the first nets full of incredibly rare 18th century military equipment
experience | had of the Fort Pitt Museum was a welcome and abounded. (see above). | was able to take away a greater knowl-
feeling of belonging. | knew this was going to be happy place HGJH RI WKH VLJQLILFDQFH RI 3LWWVE
where | could learn, ask questions, explore and appreciate whadmerican struggle and the part played by the then British Em-
something that the local community valued. If they value their pire loyalist Lt Col. Colonel George Washington . The unique-
KLVWRU\ HQRXJK WR GR WKLV 1P JR n€p3 oftimeserdisplayslisunmedup welrRtife twanimages Ry
to be pretty interesting! this column. Above we can see the only surviving example

. Royalist French infantry drum from the 18th century. Below is
the only example of a genuine War of Independence flag with
the ot UHSURGXFHG UDWWOHVQDNH PRW
7UHDG RQ OH" ZULWWHQ EHORZ <RX N
good museum when you know you need to go, but give your-
VHOIl pMXVW DQRWKHU PLOQXHWYV T ¢
KRXUV ZDVQ WY HQRXJK DQG , VWLOC
video presentation in the theatrette. So in summary, Fort Pitt
Museum is highly recommended and shows how authentic,
significant objects coupled with good interpretation and placed
on a heritage site make for a great museum.

%XW QRZ EDFN WR WKH JDOOHULHV« ,Q WKH LPDJH DERYH ZH FDQ

see one of the last two displays on the ground floor of the

EXLOGLQJ 2QH UHFUHDWHG WKH LQWHULRU RI D IXU WUDGHUTY FDELQ 7KH
valuable trade in furs between Native Americans and European

settlers was the main reason for conflict in the area that lead to

the sSeFDOOHG 3)UHQFK DQG ,QGLDQ :DU" ZKLFK UHVXOWHG LQ WKH

construction of Fort Pitt. The other, pictured above, recreated

RQH RI WKH IRUWYTYVY PDJD]JLQHV ZLWK DQ DUPRXUHU DW ZRUN 7KHVH

WZR UHFUHDWLRQV ZHUH DOORZHG WR VWDQG E\ WKHPVHOYHV DQG ,TP
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