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School Milk in Western Australia.  In 1936 Florence Cardell-Oliver won the State 
seat of Subiaco, which she was to hold for 20 years. She was a tireless worker for the 
needy and was especially concerned about the health of children from low income 
families.  She declared she would `take the bull by the horns and get free milk for the 
children'.  Her efforts created the school milk scheme within Western Australian which 
ensured that generations of children received a daily quota of free milk.  While all of 
Australia was to be provided with free school milk from 1956 it would appear that Flor-
ence achieved this provision within WA prior to the Federal Government legislating for 
it.   

I have been unable to put an actual year of this supply being ceased within Western 
Australia, however records show it was in the early 1970s.  My son who commenced 
school in ô76 doesnôt remember it at all, while my sister-in-law who commenced teach-
ing in 1971 recalls it stopping in her second school, this would make it 1972 or 1973. 

The insertion of the straw into the bottle was challenging. The bottle was almost impos-
sible to open by normal means, which was downward pressure under the palm of the 
hand followed by a twisting motion. It would open by the 'thumb through the lid' strat-
egy. Use of the thumb was problematic as it had to be discreet given that it was forbid-
den. The secret was not always well kept as it could be explosively messy. 

The reason for writing this article is that school milk impinges upon the memory of 
school for all those people we talk to prior to the 1970s, and not always in a positive 
way. 

We include here a few memories of school milk:-    Jan Baker.  

Alice OôConnor.  Milk, we didnôt really like our deliveries of milk because they were sat 
out in the sun for a long time and the cream was a great big plug at the top, and not 
quite sour, but warm milk isnôt very much fun, so we came upon the plan of bringing to 
school either some vanilla essence or some chocolate mixture and we would go, one, 
two, three and drink the first few mouthfuls of horrible, unflavoured milk and then weôd 
put the flavour in, shake it up and we were quite happy then to complete our milk, be-
cause we werenôt allowed to go and play, we had to sit in the shed which was where ï 
I donôt know what the rooms are called now, over there.     ~~ We were there 
every play time, every lunch time and before and after school to make sure Lassie and 
her pups were alright. ...No we were talking about milk before we 
began this and we were desperately trying to take some of our milk 
down to her too, I donôt know why.  

Bob Schwartz.  And of course I remember the milk, must have 
been warm milk everyone remembers that I think. éé.We used to 
drink it,  ..I used to go back for seconds. 

David Kindred. Well, we town children, some of them used to get 
the school earlier, it didnôt survive for that reason.  We loved our 
milk, [laughter] and the magpies used to peck the tops of the alfoil 
off the milk as well, if they beat us there.  No it was early in the 
morning so there wasnôt a problem there. 
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Report from the MDO.  The Museum has now received 
the final copy of its new interpretation plan. Jenny Nichol 
and the team at Creative Spaces have assisted us in put-
ting together a solid document based on Community Con-
sultation that shows the way forward for us in relation to 
redevelopment of our older galleries and the creation of a 
consistent and powerful narrative throughout the Museum 
relating to both the history of Mandurah and the signifi-
cant role in that history played by the site and buildings 
that the Museum occupies. The overarching theme that 
connects all elements of the plan is water, the estuary, 
and the ocean which provides the backdrop and the at-
tracting element which has been bringing people to Man-
durah and the Peel for 40,000 years. From Indigenous 
people using fish-traps, first settlers arriving and settling 
close to the shores of the Estuary, down to tourist enjoy-
ing the environment of today, water has been the key. 

Along with designs, layouts, and proposals for interactive 
displays the plan also gives recommendations for market-
ing and promoting the Museum to the widest possible 
audience of both locals and visitors alike. Staged imple-
mentation also gives the option of making applications to 
funding bodies and the City to gain upfront funds to imple-
ment the plan at a faster pace, or to steadily go ahead 
with the plan over the next few years. The plan will be 
Mandurah Community Museumôs road map to take us to 
a new level in the second decade of the 2000s. 

Following on from the mention that I made in our Christ-
mas newsletter, our display in conjunction with the Cityôs 
civic dinner marking 60 years of Local Government in 
Mandurah was a success. With both the opening function 
and the general public visiting the exhibition, December 
2009 saw record visitation for the month with 191 people 
coming through the door. This reflects well on a month 
where over a week is spent closed during the Christmas-
New Year period. 

The Road Board display was also a red letter day for our 
oral history programme. The goodwill resulting from the 
Civic dinner and our display allowed the coming together 
of some people we have long been hoping to be able to 
interview. These were long time Shire workers Bill Hatton 
and Ken Donohoe. The interviews are in progress and 
Kenôs alone is looking like it will be both wide ranging and 
important to the proper recoding of Mandurahôs Civic his-
tory. This is fitting for someone who worked for the Shire 
from 1964-1992.  

The Smart Street Mall project is continuing and turning up 
more and more contacts. Interviews are being conducted 
at a record pace and I must thank Jan and Ursula for the 
great work they are doing.  

Dr Perdita Phillips has been in touch regarding the com-
bined environmental/historical project for Lake Clifton that 
will be implemented by Symbiotica, the art-meets-science 
group from UWA. I have provided her with oral histories 
and historical information about the lake. Perdita is now 
recording bird songs at the lake and her digital audio 
walking trail will be a significant boost to the area and its 
history when it is put in place.    Nick Reynolds.  

Coming next month,  

 Memories of the Mall.  

Mandurah Stretch Festival.  

Volunteer & Friends Christmas Drinks and Nibbles.  
Keeping up the tradition from past years, we all joined 
together several evenings before Christmas to enjoy 
good friends and BYO cheer.  Many of the volunteers 
brought spouses or partners and we were pleased to see 
several Friends and also some of the Museum Advisory 
Group joining us. 
Katrina added to the fun of the occasion by providing 
much of the Christmas hats and merriment. 
A lucky dip on the occasion with limited amounts to be 
spent brought to the festivities an interesting range of 
items. 
Needless to say we all had fun and hope to continue with 
our Christmas Tradition. 

Above. Colin and Dave share food. Take a look at the weird 

hats! 
Below. Our new manager, John Hughes presents Joy Barron 

with her prize of a Christmas Cake. 

Above. Tuesday Volunteers Cherry and Ruth share a chair. 


