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Stories From the Museum: A Load of Hot Air  
Itôs amazing what pathways and discoveries you can make when researching objects in 
the Museum collection. A great example of this is the Buffalo Forge Companyôs black-
smithôs forge in the Industry Gallery. Many will know this cherry, red and green machine 
and the hand bellows from Suttonôs Farm 
that sits next to it. When I sometimes give 
talks to school groups I use the change from 
bellows to blower forges as an example of 
change over time. The ad to the right shows 
how the Buffalo company themselves were 
keen to show this in their advertising, with 
the old man in the background using a bel-
lows contrasted against the dapper young 
men in front with their modern blower forge. 
Itôs easy to get passionate about the bellows. 
We know they were used on Suttonôs Farm 
and the late Hal Sutton told me himself that 
he can remember them as a child in the 
1920s sitting in the barn and looking as old 
as they do now. Indeed, two sets of bellows 
are listed in Thomas Peelôs inventory of stock and equipment that he bought with him to 
his land grant in 1829. But how to talk about the Buffalo forge when we donôt know much 
about its origins? Some research solved this, and provided a story about a man, an idea, 
and one of the most significant inventions of the 20th century. 

The Buffalo Forge Company, of Buffalo, New York, was founded in 1877 and quickly be-
came the world leader in equipment for moving air in industrial situations. From small hand 
forges to steam engines and factory ventilation, they were the leaders in production and 
innovation. Willis Haviland Carrier, a new graduate in Electrical Engineering joined the 
company in 1901. He soon became frustrated with the lack of sound information to guide 
him or other workers in designing the heating equipment that he was working on to dry 
coffee. So Carrier undertook some experiments and used the data to save the company 
$40,000. He was soon made the youngest ever head of Buffaloôs experimental engineer-
ing department. It was while in this position that Carrier was given a problem to solve at a 
New York printing company. Their off-set presses were losing their alignment as tempera-
ture and humidity rose and fell in the workshop. Carrier realised that humidity, more than 
temperature, was the problem. So in 1911 Carrier devised a system he called the Rational 
Psychrometric Formulae to provide the calculations necessary to run a machine to regu-
late temperature and humidity. When the Buffalo company geared up to manufacture war 
material in WWI, they decided that they would focus on production rather than innovation. 
So Carrier was dismissed on the verge making a breakthrough that would have made the 
Buffalo Forge Company both a fortune and a solid future. As it was, Carrier and some of 
his university friends pooled their life savings and formed the Carrier Engineering Corpora-
tion in 1915. And so it was that Carrier became the name associated with air conditioning, 
not the Buffalo Forge Co. Itôs amazing the stories you can learn from just one object in our 
Museum!          Nick Reynolds.  
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Education Matters.   Riverside Primary School visited us 

in late April and after their visit they wrote letters to us 
expressing their enjoyment and learning gained. 

Kelsey from Year 3 wrote.  Thank you for letting us come 
to the Museum last week.  I really enjoyed using the pen 
and ink, talking on the phone and especially the wooden 
puppet. 

Jessica from Year 3 wrote.  I really enjoyed the phones 
and the typewriter.  I especially liked the wood puppets 
and writing with pen and ink.   

Brady from Year 4 wrote.  Thank you for telling us things 
about Thomas Peel.  I learnt that they used to shoot black 
swans.   

Cassidy from Year 4 wrote.  Thank you for coming to the 
foreshore and telling us about the old fish cannery and 
Thomas Peel.  I learnt that the Smart Family owned a fish 
cannery.  My favourite part was when you told us that 
Thomas Peel was two weeks late when the Captain de-
cided to get married & have a honeymoon.  Kat Pritchard  

Now Hear This!  In my time at Man-
durah undertaking oral history collection I 
donôt think we have gone through such a 
busy period as has happened over the 
four months commencing this year.  
Memories of the Mall: Smart St 2010 
was on very strict time constraints to pro-
vide the artists with their information by March and while 
the raw material had in main been collected there were 
several interviewees who had to be visited several times.  
There was of course the need for corrections to draft tran-
scripts and later to compiling of the final documents in the 
usual way in preparation to presentation the interviewee 
and also the museum. 

However, while this was going on Eleanor Kay and Ursula 
Brimble were also interviewing several other people and 
concluding several people commenced towards the end 
of last year.  All this culminated in the collection over a six 
month period of many oral histories. 

Many of the interviewees were able to attend our morning 
tea and we enclose here some of the photos of these 
people.  For those who were unable to attend can we say 
we missed you, over the next several weeks we will be in 
touch to present you with your copies of both the audio 
and transcript of oral histories.   

My thanks to all of the interviewees for their time and pa-
tience with us, and for their willing assistance to óname ï 
namesô as usual the more people you interview, the more 
names of interesting people you receive and this has 
been more than born out over the last several months. 

New interviews to our collection include, Olive Barker, 
Kevin Fowler, Mary & Kelvin Hicks, Betty Humphreys, 
Maisie Luff, Dot McManus, Gary OôLoughlan, Louis Pas-
kov, Pat Renfrey, Bruce Scott, Richard Shalders, Pam 
shea, Donna Stack, Colin Warne.  Jan Baker.  

Interviewees pictured below include Kevin Fowler, Maisie 

Luff, Kelvin & Mary Hicks,. Dot McManus, Donna Stack.  

Other óFriends in the picture include Kay Fowler, David 

Kindred, Mary Lyons, Walter Homewood. 

Origami Specialist   Meet origami extrordinaire Sanny 

Ang as he tells Historic Stories about Mandurah through 
Storigami- the telling of stories through origami. 

The one hour workshops will be held at the Mandurah 
Community Museum during the July School Holidays  

on the following dates and times.  

(Week 1)    July 6 th , 7 th  & 8 th  

(Week 2)    July 13 th , 14 th  & 15 th  

 6-  8 year olds   10:00am -11:00am  

 9-12 year olds   11:00am -12:00pm  

13 -17 year olds   12:00pm -1:00pm  

 6-   8 year olds   1:30pm -2:30pm  

 9-  12 year olds   2:30pm -3:30pm  

All materials are provided and the Storigamis 

made can be taken home.    Cost: $2.00  

If you would like to participate in Sanny Angôs 

Storigami, call 9550 3682 to register   
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. Other Museums ðDeloraine.  
Recently Tom & I toured Tasmania with our caravan fol-
lowing behind the car.  We stopped and looked at lots of 
museums, but one, which we nearly missed, was most 
unique.   

We had wandered into a modern looking visitors centre at 
Deloraine and was greeted by enthusiastic volunteers 
who directed us into an auditorium to see four 3 ½  metre 
by 4 metre panels which told the story of Deloraine and 
the surrounding district ï exploring its history, landscape 
and culture.  The audio visual display explained how the 
panels were made with spotlights on the panels to high-
light the buildings, animals and local people depicted.  
The panels were the work of 300 local artists who took 
10,000 hours and 200 metres of hand-dyed silk to com-
plete.  The artists employed a number of techniques in-
cluding embroidery, cross stitch, weaving, patchwork and 
quilting. To create Yarns.  

We came out of the thinking ñGreat Stopò when the volun-
teers directed us down a hallway into the museum incor-
porating the next door building which was an old hotel.  
All the rooms housed the fittings for a hotel and the fam-
ilyôs furniture upstairs.  (A very narrow and steep set of 
stairs)  The outside also had the heritage garden, black-
smiths workshop, and vintage farming equipment.  All the 
exhibits had enough labels to put our minds into another 
era.       Phyl Hardy.     

MDO Report.   Welcome to the latest issue of the Friends 
of Mandurah Community Museum newsletter. Over the 
last two months we have been working in and with the 
community on a number of projects, some of which are 
ongoing and others which arise as issues with which we 
can lend a helping hand.  

One of our ongoing projects is, of course, the Indigenous 
Walk Trail. Mary-Anne and Malcolm have their designer 
working on concept plans for the trails project and a final 
presentation was given to the Indigenous Advisory Group 
at a meeting on the 1

st
 of June. The object of this meeting 

was to give a presentation outlining the areas that had 
been identified as being suitable for inclusion as part of 
the project. This will now lead to the selection of the sites 
that are to be included in the final trail proposal. The other 
aim of the meeting was to approve a name for the project, 
and get the go-head for Gloria Keering to produce the 
proposed five artworks for the trail markers. This was 
done, and Mary-Anne has sent the agreement which I 
produced out to Gloria. 

 An opportunity to transfer some of our non local indige-
nous artefacts will be occurring in September or October 
of this year when a group of senior people from the Kim-
berleys will be coming down to the South West. This 
would make things easier in terms of the handover and 
give us some more time to work on the preparation of the 
artefacts. 

Weôve had a record April in terms of numbers coming 
through the door, with all forms of visitor numbers greatly 
increased. 448 visitors in total came through the door, 
and a lot these figures are due to the great work that 
Katrina is doing in terms of getting school groups in to the 
Museum. 

Sunday 18
th
 April was the date set for the Lake Clifton 

festival and this proved to be a great opportunity to pro-
mote ourselves and the history of the area. The display 
which I created focused on the thrombolites in the lake 
and the history of the Herron Familyôs long involvement in 
the area. This proved to be a good choice as many de-
scendants of the Herrons were present on the day and 
appreciated the display. It also raised the profile of 
Greenwood Cottage at the lake, a building that I consider 
to be under threat through one of the greatest dangers to 
heritage buildings, benign neglect. 

The costume display which was mounted in partnership 
with the Mandurah Historical Society has now come to a 
successful conclusion.  The promotion that the Cityôs mar-
keting department organised was successful with an entry 
in the City Voice and a press release that was turned into 
an article in the Mandurah Mail. Debra from the library 
has asked if the display can be moved to the Central Li-
brary for a time, so those who missed out on seeing the 
wonderful costumes here may still be able to catch them. 
This has been a good example of cooperation and the 
results that we can all achieve for heritage in Mandurah 
through working together towards our common goals. 

In coming to a conclusion Iôd like to add that I will be trav-
elling to the US on leave from the 21

st
 of June to the end 

of July so you can be sure that Iôll have some reports on 
different Museums that Iôve visited for the next newslet-
ter!        Nick Reynolds  

One of the silk panels depicting Tasmanian Tigers. 

Kevin & Kay Fowler attend Oral History Morning Tea.  


