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Fishing the Peel -Harvey Estuary.  For countless millen-
nia the fisheries of the Peel-Harvey Estuary provided 
bounteous sustenance to the Noongar Peoples; both to 
the local Murray Tribes, who were regularly described by 
early settlers as taller and stronger than their neighbours, 
and to the wider Noongar community who gathered 
around March every year for a festival that could last sev-
eral days, attracting many visitors from as far as Gerald-
ton in the north, to Albany in the south. The factor that 
allowed such a large gathering among a people who did 
not preserve or store food was the mungah, or fish trap, 
in the Serpentine River, downstream from the present 
Barragup Bridge. At this time of year vast schools of mul-
let travelled up the river into the chain of lakes that make 
up the wetlands to the north of the Peel Estuary. The 
mungah, or weir, forced the mullet through a narrow gap 
where up to half a dozen men and women caught the fish 
by hand and threw them up by the thousand onto the 
bank where they were eagerly grabbed to feed the multi-
tude. Trade, ceremony and the settling of disputes were a 
feature of these annual gatherings. Similar fish traps were 
employed on a much smaller scale throughout the South-
west, but nothing matched the ruthless efficiency of the 
Barragup mungah which Noongar men attempted to 
maintain well into the 1930s. 

From Lieut. Bunbury, who in 1836 was stationed first at 
Pinjarra and later at the Vasse, we get detailed descrip-
tions of Noongar fishing techniques, including the use of 
fire at night to attract fishéòin the shoal water on the flats, 
where the natives wade out carrying firesticks to spear 
Mullet and Cobblers, and also on the banks of the river, 
where fires on a large scale are made where the water is 
deep close to (shore), and several natives watch the ap-
proach of the fish with their spearsò. Cobbler and the 
much prized Mulloway were caught this way. (see page 4)  
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From the Visitorôs Book. 
 

ñWe come from Taiwan.ò 
Over the last few months we have seen many 
visitors from overseas, this is the first weôve 
known of from Taiwan. 
 
ñBeautifully presentedðthank you.ò 

Volunteers are focussed on presenting a tidy 
and welcoming place for visitors. 

Education Matters.  

School Groups  
September was our busiest month this year for class ex-
cursions. We had a total of 286 students tour the mu-
seum. 

September/October School Holidays  
The Scitech Slime Shows during the September-October 
School Holidays were very successful.  All shows were 
fully booked. We had 245 children and 88 parents attend 
the slime shows.  A total of 333 people came to the  
museum over the four days.   Thank You to the volun-
teers that made the bookings, collected money, gave out 
balloons, washed cups and directed people.  Your help 
was very much appreciated. 

Little Nippers Festival  
The Mandurah Community Museum had a marquee at 
the Little Nippers festival with Sanny Ang, the Origami 
Specialist.  He made origami twirling birds, jumping frogs, 
gold fish and flowers with children of all ages.   I would 
like to thank Dave Brown for helping me on the day.  We 
were very busy.  We gave away over 100 balloons and 
bags to children and families. 

Display  
In the School Room are some re-
search projects on different explorers 
done by students from South Halls 
Head Primary.  If youôre interested in 
coming to the Museum to have a 
look, they will be on display for a few 

weeks.    Katrina Pritchard  

 

New Exhibition to be featured at our  
Museum.  

 
WA Wetlands Touring Exhibition  

See Museum Officers Report relating to this important 
upcoming exhibition to be 
held at Mandurah Commu-
nity Museum. Date to be 
advised.  Friends and Vol-
unteers will receive invita-
tions to this event.  
(Photograph taken from 
full article on this display 
published in WA Mu-
seumôs newsletter ð 
 Musing . 

Original 1854 police stables can be seen being 
used  as a shelter shed between the Agricultural 
Hall and Dalrymple School.  

Volunteers and Friends of Mandurah Community Mu-
seum will once again be manning a stall at the Sen-
iors Expo on October 29th between 9am and 5pm.  
Friends please call by and introduce yourself.  Calen-
dars will be on sale there.  

Christmas Memories.   
Most of our Friends by 
now are aware we try to 
put together a bumper 
issue for the Christmas 
and last issue of the year. 

We are asking you for 
your memories of a spe-
cial Christmas in Man-
durah, of how it was, what 
you did, what your moth-
ers did to prepare for it. 

We are also asking you 
for copies of those special family photographs which 
picture you, your families and friends during this very spe-
cial period of the year. 

Your editor needs to be able to prepare the newsletter by 
the second week in December so if you can help could 
you get in touch with the museum, or bring in a quick writ-
ten memory, bring in your photos to scan, or even just 
come and talk to us about these time.   Jan Baker.  

Seniors Expo  -   2010  -   Ac cent Mandurah. 
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Museum  Development Officerôs Report. 

 The WA Wetlands Touring Exhibition is our Inter-
national Year of Biodiversity project as has been previ-
ously mentioned. It looks like the launch date will have to 
be pushed back due to some holdups with the Curtin Uni-
versity students helping produce the display as part of 
their degree course. Iôve contacted the Cityôs marketing 
section to help us promote the event and activities and I 
hope to hear back from them about this soon. 

The exhibition will encompass such themes as the impor-
tance of wetlands to healthy water supplies, biodiversity 
and living sustainably, myths and indigenous stories, and 
community activities to rehabilitate and save wetlands. 
The key Biodiversity message is: óHumans are part of 
natureôs rich diversity and have the power to protect or 
destroy it.ô 

The exhibition will be suitable to tour a range of muse-
ums, galleries and community spaces in Western Austra-
lia and will have interest and meaning for a wide range of 
audiences. Five Western Australian museums, galleries 
and local governments have already confirmed their par-
ticipation as hosts of the exhibition, and we will be the 
launch venue. 

At Johnôs request I have drawn up a project brief for An-
nabel Wills to come back down to Mandurah and look at 
both the Migrant Barracks wall and the Sutton family 
graveyard. After a structural assessment she will report 
back on the following points: 

Provide an assessment of the current condition of 
both sites. 

Assess if both sites are currently safe for public 
access and not subject to possible collapse. 

Advise what works are required to make them safe 
if either site is currently in a dangerous condition.  

Provide recommendations as to works required to 
stabilise the sites and prevent further deterioration. 

Identify whether or not any restorations works 
could/should be carried out in the future. 

Provide in a covering letter separate to the report 
possible sources of external funding available to 
assist with future conservation works on the sites. 

Itôs good to have the barracks back on the radar and the 
graveyard being taken seriously by Council in terms of its 
responsibility to this significant site which it owns and 
controls. 

Over the last few weeks the issue of the final interpreta-
tion works at the point site has come up again. Before 
Mirvac can get their $300,000 bond back from council 
they need to show that they have met all the conditions 
placed on the development. These included appropriate 
signage acknowledging the history of the hotel and the 
naming of significant areas within the site after families 
involved with the building over the years. Mirvac have as 
yet done nothing to fulfil these requirements. After meet-
ing with both Mirvac and representatives from the cityôs 
landscaping department it looks like we will be returning 
to the original idea of four pieces of interpretive signage. 
One will deal with the Indigenous creation story of the 
site, one with Brookman and the building of the old por-
tion of the hotel, one dealing with the heyday of the hotel 
under the Blakeley family and the fourth with the last 
years of the Pen as a venue for live music. 

 The naming of two locations after the Brookman and 
Blakeley families will also be going ahead. Money will be 
given by Mirvac and the work will be performed by coun-
cil. We just need confirmation and payment from Mirvac 
and the work can commence. 

 The Mandurah Community Museum saw a record 
number of visitors come through the door in September. 
778 people in total toured the Museum, making an all-
time record for any month since its opening in 1989. The 
rising profile of the Museum along with visits by school 
groups and a successful Scitech program during the Sep-
tember/October school holidays all contributed to this re-
cord month. Special congratulations must go to Katrina 
Pritchard, Museum Education Officer for her work on the 
holiday program and very successful ongoing efforts to 
build our school education programme which contributed 
significantly to this result.  Nicholas Reynolds.  

Take another look at your museum.  

THE BLICKENSDERFER 7 TYPEWRITER  

This typewriter, first made in 1897, was originally owned 
by Reverend Ernest Bryant, Busselton Congregational 
Church and then given to his son, also Reverend Ernest 
Bryant. 

HISTORY OF THE BLICKENSDERFER TYPEWRITER 

George Canfield Blickensderfer was born in Erie, Penn-
sylvania in 1850. At the age of 10 he attempted to build a 
flying machine, which, had it been successful, would have 
made him ultimately more famous in the world than he is 
today. But as a grown man he invented other mechanical 
marvels that did succeed. The first was a store carrier 
service that could transport packages and money from 
different store counters to a central packing station and 
back.  George Blickensderfer spent much time travelling 
by train while pursuing his conveyor business. He real-
ized the need for a portable typewriter so that business-
men could type letters and invoices while travelling on the 
train or while in their hotel. When he was in his 30s, 
George Blickensderfer, now married to his wife Katherine, 
moved to Stamford, Conn., where he built his first type-
writer in a little workshop behind his house on 88 Bedford 
Street. George's first patent for a typewriter in 1889 was 
his basic invention for a typewheel machine operated 
from a keyboard. Such a design eliminated the numerous 
type-bars and their mechanisms that connected them to 
each key. This saved costs and weight. It weighed about 
a fourth of that of typewriters of the time. 

The machine was presented in public for the first time at 
the 1893 Columbian Exhibition in Chicago, where 
George's attractive red-headed secretary May Munson 
drew large crowds as she typed away at great speed on 
this wonderful little machine with its fascinating type-
wheel. Another feature of the Blickensderfer Typewriter 
was its modified keyboard layout. The bottom row of keys 
contained the most commonly used letters, DHIATEN-
SOR. By 1896 10,000 machines were being produced per 
year. 

In 1900 George invented a breathtaking electric type-
writer that in functionality and speed was not matched 
until IBM introduced the famous golf ball model half a 
century later. George Blickensderfer died after several 
weeks of illness on August 15

th
, 1917.   Gary Henchie.  
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Unfortunately this onslaught drastically reduced fish 
stocks within just a few years and regulations were intro-
duced to control the fishery. At that stage experts be-
lieved the mullet entered the rivers, particularly the Ser-
pentine, to spawn and thus all netting was banned in the 
river and associated lakes. This led to decades of conflict 
between the fishers, who could not resist the temptation 
of vast schools of mullet, and inspectors determined to 
police the bans. We now know that the mullet  actually go 
out to sea to spawn, so all these nocturnal intrigues were 
in fact pointless. None of these large scale commercial 

canneries proved viable in the 
long term, perhaps unable to 
compete with the new industrial 
fishing developing in both Scot-
land and England with the ad-
vent of the steam powered trawl-
ers and drifters. (PTO) 

 

Fishing the Peel -Harvey Estuary (cont.)  The first Euro-
peans to explore the Peel-Harvey estuaries were Lieut. 
Preston and Surgeon Collie, but their report to Governor 
Stirling only mentions fish and bird resources as an after-
thought...ñIn the estuary of the Murray River and in the 
harbour of Port Leschenault, were great numbers of 
swans and water birds, and up the river, multitudes of 
ducks. Fish were observed in abundance, particularly in 
Port Vasse.ò But Preston and Collie had been dispatched 
to find land  suitable for settlement, by a Governor under 
extreme pressure from frustrated migrants. 

The earliest attempt to exploit the fisheries came in the 
1870s with the canneries financed by WAôs emerging 
elite. In 1878 the Mandurah Fish Canning and Preserving 
Co. was set up under the guidance of Charles Broad-
hurst, backed by D. and W. Moore and Co. By 1979 two 
thousand tins were being processed daily, with the can-
nery working a double shift. However by 1882 the com-
pany had been wound up and passed into the hands of a 
Mr H. Forbes who continued to operate it until 1892 when 
R. Smart (of the Smart St Mall) took over. Meanwhile the 
Tuckey Bros, with the backing of J.W. Bateman, had es-
tablished their own cannery, the Peel Inlet Preserving 
Works. There is no record of who caught the fish for the 
Broadhurst/Forbes/Smart enterprise but we do know that 
the Tuckeys imported Japanese fishermen to fish for their 
cannery, as they had for their pearling ventures  in 
Broome. 

Left: Noongar fish trap 
(Mungah) on the Serpentine 
river  
Below: Mandurah fishing 
boat on foreshore.  
Bottom: Tuckeyôs cannery in 
its heyday, 1890. Boat at left 
is the Comet.  
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However the skilled men lured west by 
these enterprises became the mainstay of 
a cottage fishing and canning industry that 
endured for many years; the Cox brothers, 
Halliday, Dawes, and Watts all establishing 
family ventures. The opening of the south 
west railway in 1893 offered an alternative 
market to the fisherfolk of the Peel, one 
that paid far better prices than the canner-
ies: Metropolitan Perth. Tuckeys operated 
a horse-drawn coach daily to Pinjarra, later 
replaced by a Model T Ford based chara-
banc. Fishers had to tune their activities to 
both the train timetable and the times of 
auction at the Perth Markets, there being 
no ice or refrigeration in those days. A 
community of Greek fishers established 
itself at Poverty Point (now Herron Point) 
and blazed a track from there out to the 
Coolup Siding. Their catch bypassed the 

markets and went directly to the Greek restaurants that 
were then a feature of any Australian town or city. Further 
investigation of this community of fishers beckonsðit 
seems any migrant from southern Europe was a 
ôGreekô, they may well have been Italian. 

The Tuckeys used their monopoly to charge 
high freight rates, more for the short journey to 
Pinjarra than the railways charged for the much 
longer trip to Perth. Fishers sometimes found, 
when prices at market were low, that they had 
lost money on their endeavours. But this all 
changed when the Scott brothers took over the 
freight licence and began daily runs directly 
through to the Perth Markets at a more reason-
able rate. They established their depot and ga-
rage on Mandurah Terrace and built a jetty and 
later ice store behind on Mandjar Bay, returning 
regularly from Perth with a truckload of ice 
wrapped in heavy tarpaulins. They also picked 
up provisions and virtually anything that the fish-
erfolk desired, and ran a de facto taxi service to 
Perth. This was the classic period of the Peel 
fishery;  fishing was the major industry on the 
estuary with some tourism aimed at the more 
well off people of Perth and, particularly, the 
Goldfields. 

 

The Great Depression had brought an influx of newcom-
ers who camped wherever they could, got a bit of net and 
a boat and tried to survive. The depression also saw the 
sons of Charles Wilson, who had earlier built the Levia-
than, return to Mandurah and establish themselves as 
boatbuilders to the industry. Joe Wilson built first row-
boats, then sailing boats, which he later retrofitted with 
the new marine engines. Then he developed his tunnel-
sterned motor launch design that could glide over the 
shallows where schools of mullet, cobbler and whiting 
congregate. This is just a beginning, but we now have a 
Wilson launch.             

Top: Fish catch, McCullochôs Jetty, 1913. 
 
Left: Ron Dawe with sailboat. 
 
Below: Les Pennyôs Wilson launch being turned 
prior to donation and  transport to the Museum. 
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Mandurah Community Museum,  
3 Pinjarra Rd,  
MANDURAH.  WA.  6210.  
 

Telephone 9550 3680.  
Email.  museum@mandurah.wa.gov.au  
Internet. www.mandurahcommunitymuseum.org  
 
 

Opening hours.  
Tuesday to Friday.   10 am to 4pm.  
Saturday & Sunday.  11 am to 3pm.  
Closed Mondays and Public Holidays.  

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum,  
3 Pinjarra Rd,  
MANDURAH.  WA.  6210.  
 
Meetings are second Tuesday of the month at 11 am.  
 
The mission of the Friends is to provide assistance 
and support to the museum in all its endeavours.  
The ôFriendsõ also seek to promote the heritage and 
history of Mandurah, and to assist other like minded 
bodies.  
 
Membership of the Friends is by a yearly member-
ship fee of $10 due each August.  

 

Chairpersonôs Report.  This is my first of lots of news 
from the chair; I hope I can do a good job as Jan.  Thank 
you Jan, for all your work for the Friends and our Mu-
seum.  Welcome to Secretary/treasurer Cherry and Ruth.    

The volunteers in the Museum have been busy creating a 
2011 calendar, ñCommercial Beginnings in Mandurahò as 
a fund raiser for the Friends.  It looks very good, thank 
you to everyone for all their hard work in their efforts in 
finding the photos and ñphotoshoppingò them so they 
make a good example of the businesses in Mandurah in 
past years.   

Going through the photos on the Museum computer to 
find the suitable photos I thought that there must be more 
photos of Mandurah in the communitiesô photo albums 
that could further our collection.   Friends maybe you can 
help the museum in this way in asking your friends if they 
have photos suitable for the Museum collection.  There 
must have been so many  photos with shops and busi-
nesses that are out there, and they will slowly be forgot-
ten if we donôt find some reminder of them for future gen-
erations.      Phyl Hardy.  

New Volunteers.  
Introducing Gary Henchie.   
Gary joined us two months 
ago and since then has 
been working hard to up-
date display information and 
make it clearer to read with 
more historical background 
material.  As you wander 
around you will notice many 
of these being gradually 
introduced into the mu-
seumôs display area. 

Commencing in this newsletter we have some of the in-
formation being provided in an occasional column titled - 
Take another look at your museum.  The column this 
time relates to a portable typewriter which can be viewed 
in the Industry/ Courtroom.  A picture of this is shown be-
low.   

Commercial Beginnings in 
Mandurah  

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum  

Friends Calendar for 2011 now  
available at the Museum.  

Cost $5 


