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Bonnie Doon.  
During the late 1920s Theo Wearne bought property in 
Leslie St, Mandurah to the north of Carinya (Wearne 
House).  Here, Jack Bovell was to build a home for Theo 
and Bella Wearne which was named óBonnie Doonô after 
Bellaôs home in Singapore. 

According to Mandurah Municipal Heritage Inventory it 

was bought by Wilfred Sparkes a watercolour artist and 

later by Thornton Chivers of the Brighton Hotel in Man-

durah. 

While the home Bonnie Doon was shifted onto another 

property, the name continues to be part of Leslie St in the 

form of units built on the property. 

Theo Wearne , commissioned Whittaker Brothers to 
óbuild a fine new altarô which he donated to Christs 
Church in memory of his mother.  It is recorded that it 
was carved of solid jarrah.  There is an inscription of 
Matildaôs name, date of birth and date of death although 
it is believed the date of birth was incorrect by one year.  
The altar is currently in use at Frederick Irwin school, 
and we hope to bring you a picture of it in a future 
newsletter. 

For the December issue of this news-
letter we are asking for assistance col-
lecting either photographs relating to 
past Christmas events in Mandurah, or 
Summer holiday events.  We would 
also really welcome your written 
memories of some special times in 
Mandurah during Christmas and  the 
summer school holidays.   
It is planned to use these memories in 
our photo pages section and also to keep them as a 
lasting record.  Please talk to either Nicholas or 
Katrina, or Jan on Wednesdays.    
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Theo (Theodore James Benjamin) Wearne . 
Born the ninth and last child of John Wearne and Matilda 
Tuckey, Theo attended a private grammar school in Fre-
mantle.  In 1892 at the age of 14, Theo Wearne went to 
Singapore as an apprentice on the Singapore Docks, 
boarding with his sister Ellen.  Completing his apprentice-
ship in 1897, Theo continued to live and work in Singa-
pore. When he travelled to England in 1903, Theo passed 
his tests to become a Chief Engineer, later sitting the Ex-
tra First Class Engineer Certificate proudly stating he was 
the first West Australian to do so.  He returned to Singa-
pore and by 1905 is working as a civil engineer, during 
this time he worked on several well known projects.  

Theo became interested in automobiles around 1905 and 
shortly after this he suggested his brother Charles return 
to Singapore and they go in partnership in an automobile 
repair and sales company.  In 1906, the Wearne business 
opened with a working capital with $600 of the $700 sup-
plied by Theo who continued to work for approximately 
nine months to ensure finances coming in.  James Craig, 
married to the brotherôs sister Mary, is also a 1/9

th
 partner 

in the business which commences in his carriage house 
on the Craigôs property. 

Theo and his brother continued to grow their business 
while taking part in the community events of Singapore.  
In 1910, Theo married Isabella Templeton Hodge who 
was living at her home óBonnie Doonô in Singapore.  The 
couple were to have only one child, Ella Dorothy who 
sadly died in 1914.  During the First World War, Theo 
joined the Town Guard and took part in other activities 
relating to the war. 

In 1921, Theo built his home in Singapore in Chatsworth 
Ave; this home is named óMandurahô thus reflecting his 
beginnings and possibly a place he treasured.  During the 
1920s the brothers built óThe Black Swanô and it sailed 
initially to West Australia and then onto Cowes in Eng-
land. By this point, Theo as well as his brother is starting 
to withdraw from full time business life.  

During the late 1920s, Theo like his brother purchased 
land in Mandurah and commenced building óBonnie Doonô 
next door to Carinya, this being carried out by Jack 
Bovell.  Newspapers show Theo and Bella spending sum-
mer in Mandurah prior to their return to Singapore.  

The onset of World War Two saw Theo Wearne & his 
wife  taking part in the war effort and subscribing to war 
bonds.  Both the brothers remained in Singapore until just 
days before Singapore capitulated it is known the both 
boarded the óGorgonô  around 6pm on 10

th
 of February. 

Arriving in Fremantle it appears that Theo immediately 
took over the reins of the Wearne Brothers operating from 
lawyers rooms in Perth.  It was here that arrangements 
were made for business outside of occupied territory and 
also for care and financial assistance to be provided for 
Wearne employees who remained in Singapore.  This 
continued until peace was declared.  Theo returned 
shortly after the Japanese surrender and was part of the 
vast rebuilding program as well as adjustment of monies 
owed by government. 

In 1955, Theo and Bella decided to make their home in 
South Africa, sometime later the couple moved to the 
Channel Islands in the British Crown Dependency. It was 
here Theo died aged 91 years in 1969. Ella also reached 

90 years dying in 1976.    Jan Baker. 

Education Matters!  
Schools  
A small group of students from Halls Head Ed Support 
Centre visited.   
I had an incursion at Falcon Primary School, year 2.  The 
students were fantastic.  They had their work about the 
history of Mandurah displayed around the classroom. 
We had students from Riverside Primary School visit.  
They wrote letters.  The letters are in the school room.  
One student wrote.  I really enjoyed it when we got to see 
the buildings today and then looking at what they looked 
like in the olden days, going to the jail and I liked ringing 
people. 
Year 2ôs from Glencoe Primary visited.  They were very 
lucky with the weather. (They walked) 
Year 7ôs from Mandurah Primary School visited.  They 
were a delight. 
One group of 67 students cancelled due to bad weather.  
They are hoping to reschedule next term. 

Dalrymple School  
The children from Mrs Whiteôs class at Glencoe Primary 
School have been invited by the Mandurah Community 
Museum to be involved in making a short film.  
The filming will take place at the Leslie Street Hall on  the 
2

nd
 and 3

rd
 of November. 

The children will work together in a fun learning environ-
ment to bring Dalrymple School back to life.  The children 
will step back in time and will be students of Mr Dalrym-
ple.  They will recreate a typical school morning in the 
early 1900s and experience themselves what it would 
have been like. 
This film will be shown to visitors and school groups to 
the Museum, to enhance their experience, understanding 
and interpretation of Dalrymple School.    
Thanks to Margaret for helping with the reproduction of 
the Copy Books and Exercise Books required for the  
children. 

Education Kits  
The education kits were constantly borrowed during term 
3.  Mary Daniels kindly donated many kitchen and house-
hold items.  I have written information about each of the 
objects and have put them in a box.  I now have two ob-
ject boxes. 
Does anyone have a childôs cue stick and some real 
knuckle bones?  Iôm looking for these items to put in the 
Games kit. 
I have had a request from a teacher to put together a 
Fishing Education Kit so would welcome fishing items 
from the past preferably. I have started to collect photos 
of the fish canning factories, canning labels, people fish-
ing from boats and jetties but does anyone have any ob-
jects I can include in this kit, such as lines, floats, nets, 
sinkers, bait baskets etc. 

.   Katrina  

  

(ed.ðrescue a knuckle bone from your dog, make 

Katrinaôs day. 
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 Carob Tree on Leslie St.  
Another inspection has taken place which included a very  
significant carob tree in Leslie Street. A very competent  
submission by one of the owners has proven that the  
tree was planted shortly after World War One by a  
returned soldier from Gallipoli who owned the block. It is a 
sister tree to the Carob in the churchyard and also had  
another sister on the Butcher familyôs block nearby. This  
is a great example of how the significant tree register can  
add to our knowledge of Mandurahôs history as well as  
preserve the amenity that trees of age and beauty provide 
us with. 

One student wrote after an excursion to the museum.  
 
  ñI really enjoyed it when we got to see the buildings  
today and then looking at what they looked like in the 
olden days, going to the jail and I liked ringing people.ò 

Magneto telephones were used in the Perth Metropoli-
tan Area till the 1940s and in rural areas of Western 
Australia till the 1970s. Magneto telephone exchanges 
were operated by a telephonist who manually con-
nected the person making the call to the person they 
were trying to reach, by using a patching cord. Some-
times there was no exchange or telephonist, just a party 
line. Here the person making the call cranked the mag-
neto handle of their phone and rang the phones of eve-
ryone who was connected to the line, and you just had 
to pick your handset up to find out if the call was for 
you. Or sometimes a code was worked out, for example 
two rings for one person and three rings for another etc. 
Needless to say, there wasnôt much privacy on party 
lines. 
In the magneto phone, two large batteries were used to 
power the transmitter, and the magneto was used to 
supply the current to make the bells ring. A magneto 
uses a magnetic field in the vicinity of a coil, called the 
armature, to produce an electric current. A magneto 
thus consists of three essential parts. The armature 
which has a primary coil of thick 
wire and a secondary coil of thin 
wire wrapped around it in layers. 
A flywheel with two strong mag-
nets which is used to create a 
magnetic field around the arma-
ture and finally, an electric control 
unit which directs the resulting 
electric current away from the 
magneto to where it is needed. 
  Garry Henchie.  

Pictured above from Mandurah Council Significant Tree 
Register is this large female Carob Tree. It has been a 
significant feature of Christôs Church in Central Mandurah 
for many years. The low, dense canopy of this tree cre-
ates a cool, shady environment in which visitors to the 
Church can sit and relax.  

See the City Council website under, Environment,  
Significant Tree Register for more information on 
other trees featured.  

Museum Development Officer  
Weôre gearing up for a busy period at the Museum in the 
lead up to the Inaugural Mandurah Heritage Days week-
end on the 12-13th of November. Please come down and 
pay us a visit over the weekend. 

In other news the initial review and correction of the in-
ventory has now been completed and is being made 
ready by planning to be submitted to council. It was 
planned to go to the November meeting but Iôve been 
informed that this will be delayed until December. All the 
óglaringô errors in the histories of the sites on the list have 
been corrected and places such as Hardyôs Cottage 
which had no information have now been provided with at 
least a paragraph of text to inform readers of the reason 
behind their listing. Iôm happy with the places that have 
moved up the list such as the Brighton Hotel after it was 
nearly missed out altogether with Planning Services think-
ing it had been demolished. Iôve met with James Banner-
man, the planner that Iôm working with on this, and Eddie 
Marcus our Peel Regional Heritage Advisor. The docu-
ment meets all requirements and it will be interesting to 
get to the next step in the New Year which involves add-
ing new properties to the list. 

The Mandurah Community Museum has been selected to 
receive a significance assessment of its collection at no 
cost. This research project is being completed by Cath-
leen Day as part of a Doctor of Philosophy in the Depart-
ment of Cultural Heritage Studies at Curtin University.  
The objective of the research is to compile information 
from community museums in Western Australia for a Col-
lection Mapping Process to try and determine the status 
of museums in their community.  The focus of the re-
search will be on the type of collections the museums 
manage, collection significance, the role the museums 
plays in the community and how the museum is perceived 
by visitors and residents.  

This service would normally cost many thousands of dol-
lars and comes as a great bonus. The assessment will 
formally show us in written form which items in the collec-
tion are of significance and how they can be better used 
in the interpretation of Mandurahôs history. Such assess-
ments are also vital in obtaining grant funding to conserve 
significant items in the collection. The assessment is 
scheduled to take place in February. 

The 10
th
 of September saw the MDO address the State 

Conference of the Western Australian Genealogical Soci-
ety. The presentation on the early history of Mandurah 
and the Peel settlement scheme followed on from a talk 
about the Armstrongs and the history of the Ravenswood 
Hotel. The talk was well received by an audience that 
included many descendents of Peelôs original settlers. 
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Other Museums: Seattle Museum of Flight  

When I last visited the US in July 2010 I was fortunate 
enough to visit a museum that Iôd had my eye on for a 
number of years. The Seattle Museum of flight located 
next to the Boeing factory in Everett, Washington State, is 
hard to miss being right next to the Boeing aircraft factory 
and is clearly visible on the drive from the airport to down-
town Seattle. After driving past two years previously I was 
finally able to visit what is in effect the companyôs mu-
seum. And when your parent company is Boeing, you 
know that youôre going to be in for a museum where 
money is no object. The main gallery, pictured above, is 
over 2,000,000 cubic feet in area. With this, two other 
main galleries featuring aircraft of World War One and 
Two, and an outdoor display area that features a Con-
cord, 707s, the first 474, and one of just about every Boe-
ing commercial aircraft prototype I can believe that there 
is the 150 aircraft on display that the guide brochure 
claims. I visited this museum with a group of friends, and 
itôs interesting to look at the visit in terms of how a group 
of people have different wants, needs, and interests when 
visiting a museum. The first part of the visit was done as 
a group. Out in the aircraft park was the museumôs new-
est acquisition, a Concord,  right beside the museumôs 
most popular exhibit, the first jet powered version of Air 
Force One. The profile of both these aircraft is high, with 
the Concord recently retired, well known and highly publi-
cised throughout its life. Air Force One (pictured below) 
and its association with John F. Kennedy has a high pro-
file and interest factor as the US Presidential transport. 

Both these exhibits needed to be queued for. Along the 
route, interpretive panels explained the significance of the 
plane and the presidents who had flown in it. For want of 
anything else to do, people who may not normally have 
read interpretive text read the information presented to 
them. And this led to something which I thought was very 
valuable and meaningful. We discussed the text. We 
made links between the information and the plane, and 
what we could see in front of us. We talked about what 
the experience meant to us. And we generally enjoyed 
ourselves as a group. When our turn came to board the 
plane, it almost felt like an adventure. We discussed, no-
ticed and pointed out things of interest. In short, we had a 
shared experience. A side effect of this which is fantastic 
from the museumôs perspective is that weôre all now fully 
aware of this particular Boeing 707ôs role in the history of 
the 20th century. Itôs an interpretive success for the mu-
seum. Accident or cleverly crafted interpretation? More 
likely the first option.  

But it doesn't matter, the result is the same. What can we 
learn from this? The need is to provide visitors with some 
opportunities for shared exploration in a museum and a 
sense of discovery. Active participation, not just passive 
reception of information. This keeps even those with a 
lower interest level receptive, engaged and in a position 
to enjoy their experience. 

Once we returned back inside to explore the main gallery, 
the space and the way we all interacted with it was com-
pletely different. Our group began to split up and have 
individual experiences. It all started with a display on 
rocketry. This was heavily text-based with a couple of 
interactive screens allowing visitors to select video clips 
of important moments in the space race. (PTO) 
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But all was soon to be forgiven. The plane pictured above 
is the only Caproni Ca.20 fighter in existence. The worldôs 
first fighter plane, stored in a monastery for over 70 years, 
it is practically in original condition. Tears, scratches, 
abrasions, corrosion in all its glory telling the story of the 
remarkable machine. Real, authentic, significant and with 
a story that captivates in terms of the Caproni family try-
ing to save a piece of their family history. It goes beyond 
something which is only of interest to military óbuffsô. It 
puts even the shiny and polished Aviatik to shame, let 
alone all the reproductions. So the lesson for us here is, 
fill your museum with significant objects that tell a story 
and you donôt need ófillerô to make up the space. Some-
times less is more. 
 
To sum up, the Museum was a fantastic experience. To 
see so many unique Boeing aircraft which have played 
such a role in aviation history was unique for me. And to 
have experienced much of it with friends was even better. 
The museumôs focus on restoration and preservation as 
working displays is one which is increasingly finding ac-
ceptance in the museum community. Not many museums 
have the resources to do this as Boeing does, let alone 
with objects as big as heavy bombers and jumbo jets. Oh, 
and did I say that there werenôt that many interactives? In 
the photo below you can see a collection object, a Stear-
man bi-pane which was giving rides to visitors. I think the 
quality of the expereince here makes up for the quantity! 

Itôs interesting to note that these two screens and one 
óflight simulatorô were the only interactive elements that I 
could locate in the entire museum. With some willing to 
read the text, others watching the videos and others 
wanting to go and see more aircraft we split up. Some 
wanted to photograph, and some wanted to just sit down 
as we were at the end of long day touring Seattle and 
they were not as interested in aircraft as others in the 
group. What can this teach us? People use museums in 
different ways and for different reasons. Some of us read 
all the signage, some of us just look at the óstuffô in the 
museum, some use it to practice their skills or hobbies, 
and some just want to have a rest while their friends look 
around. This doesnôt mean anyone has a óbetterô experi-
ence of the museum or the ócorrectô experience of the 
museum. We all just have different ones. As those who 
work in museums we canôt be precious. Just because 
someone doesnôt read all the text that we write, look at 
every single object that we display or spend 10 minutes 
looking at the most significant thing we possess doesn't 
mean that they donôt have the full experience. The impor-
tant thing is that they had  their experience. 

As for my experience of this part of the visit, I was keen to 
see the World War One gallery. The Museum of Flight 
has a number of incredibly rare aircraft of this era. The 
one pictured above is an Aviatik D.1. Itôs one of the few 
planes that Austria designed and built during the war and 
it went through many adventures before being restored in 
the 1970s. And here lies one of the main messages that 
can be taken from this gallery. The value to a museum of 
authenticity. The rest of the gallery is a mixture of aircraft 
some of which are reproductions having often been made 
for use in films. Others were heavily restored originals like 
the Aviatik, and one was a stand-out plane in completely 
original condition. I really ended up questioning the value 
of the reproductions. Much of the trip around this gallery 
was spent scrutinising the interpretive signage on each 
plane to see if it was órealô or just a movie prop. With the 
limited time that I had by this point before the museum 
closed I didnôt want to spend my precious time on the 
ófakesô. While I acknowledge that every reproduction was 
clearly labelled, I got to the point of being very annoyed 
and questioning what they were doing here. Filling up 
floor space? Donations that couldnôt be refused for vari-
ous reasons? In my hurry, which probably gave me an 
insight into the mind of a less committed visitor, the only 
purpose that they might serve wasnôt fulfilled, in terms of 
giving an overview of aviation in World War One. 


